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Inaugural Session

The Inaugural Session of 13"APA Plenary was held on 9 January 2023 in
Antalya, Republic of Turkiye.

Parliamentary delegations from the following member countries participated in

the meeting:

Speaker of Parliaments:
Azerbaijan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Timor-Leste, Tlrkiye, Turkmenistan, Yemen.

Deputy Speaker of Parliaments:
Irag, Jordan, Oman, Palestine, Russian Federation.

Participating members:
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, India, Indonesia,

Iran, lrag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Pakistan,
Palestine, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Timor-Leste,

Turkiye, United Arab Emirates, Yemen.

Participating observers:
Oman, Turkmenistan, Arab IPU, PABSEC.

The following dignitaries presented their statements and remarks at the
Inaugural Session:

H.E. Dr. Mohammad Reza MAJIDI APA Secretary General

H.E. Mustafa SENTOP, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey
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and President of the APA.

H.E. Ms. SAHIBAGAFAROVA, Speaker of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of
Azerbaijan,

H.E. Mr. MOHAMMAD BAGHER GHLIBAF, Speaker of the Islamic
Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran,

H.E. Mr. Aniceto Longuihos GuterresLopes, President of the National
Parliament of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste,

H.E. Mr. Sultan Albarkani, Speaker of the House of Representatives of Yemen,

H.E. Ms. Gulshat Mammedova, Chairman of Mejlis of Milli Gengesh of
Turkmenistan,

H.E. Mr. Mohsin Ali Akbar Almandalawi, First Deputy Speaker of the Iraqgi
Council of Representatives,

H.E. H.EE. Mr. Ahmed Khalayleh, First Deputy Speaker of the Jordanian
Parliament,

H.E. Mr. Alifaysal, Vice president of Palestinian national council,

H.E. Mr. Sergei NEVEROQOV, Deputy Chairman of the State Duma (Russian
Federation)

H.E. Mr. Yagoob AL HARTHI, Deputy Chairman of the Omani Consultative
Assembly,
(Attachment I)

Photo Session:

At the end of Inaugural Session, head of delegations gathered to take Family

photo.

(Attachment 1)
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13tPlenary Session

The 13"Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly was held on 9

and 10 January 2023 in Antalya, Republic of Turkiye.

1. Adoption of Agenda:

Agenda of the 13""Plenary Session was adopted unanimously. Agenda, Program

of Work and General Information are attached.

(Attachment I11)

2. Election of the Bureau:

The following MPs were elected by acclamation as members of the Bureau of
the 13""Plenary:

Chairperson: H.E. Mrs. A. ERDOGAN, Representative of APA President and
Head of Turkish APA Group.

Vice Chairperson: H.E. Ms. G. PASHAYEVA (Azerbaijan)
Rapporteur: H.E. Ms. N. SADIQ (Pakistan)

3. Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Council

H.E. Mrs. A. ERDOGAN, Chairperson of the Executive Council meeting

presented her report.

(Attachment V)
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4. Report of the Secretary General on the Work of the Organization:

H.E. M.R. MAJIDI, APA Secretary General presented his report on the work of

the organization.

(Attachment V)

5. General Debate:

The head of delegations of the following member Parliaments and Observers

presented Statements on:
“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics™

Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China (virtual presentation), Cyprus, India,
Indonesia, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Pakistan, Qatar,
Thailand, United Arab Emirates.

(Attachment V1)

6. Meeting of the Standing Committees:

The Meeting of Standing Committees on Social and Cultural Affairs, Economic
and Sustainable Development, Political Affairs and Budget and Planning were

held parallel with the Plenary Session.

The Standing Committees adopted the Agenda, reviewed the work of the
meetings and considered the latest developments regarding different draft

resolutions and other matters related to their meetings.
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7. Adoption of the Reports of the Standing Committees:

The report of each Standing Committee was presented by the Chairpersons to

the Plenary for final approval.

e Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs

(Attachment VII)

¢ Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development

(Attachment VIII)

¢ Standing Committee on Political Affairs

(Attachment 1X)

e Standing Committee on Budget and Planning

(Attachment X)

8. Meeting of Drafting Committee on Antalya Declaration

Meeting of Drafting Committee on Antalya Declaration was held on 10January
2023, on the sideline of the Plenary Session. The Antalya Declaration is
attached.

(Attachment XI)

9. Confirmation of the next APA Vice Presidents for 2023

The nominations of the following member parliaments to host and Chair the

Standing Committees as APA Vice Presidents for 2023 were confirmed:

e Economic and Sustainable Development: Kingdom of Bahrain
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e Political Affairs: Republic of Iraq
e Budget and Planning: I.R. of Iran

e Social and Cultural: Republic of Azerbaijan

The generosity of the APA President and Vice-Presidents in contributing to the

APA expenses by hosting Standing Committee meetings are hereby registered.

10. Nomination/Confirmation of the APA President for 2024-5

The Chairperson of the 13" Plenary encouraged and called upon member

countries to nominate themselves for the APA Presidency for this period.

11. Adoption of APA Observer Status:

Based on the decision on the Executive Council the 13"APA Plenary endorsed

observer status of the following international parliamentary organizations:

1. Arab Parliament (AP)

2. Non-Aligned Movement Parliamentary Network (NAM_PN)
3. International Parliamentarians’ Congress (IPC)
4,

The League of Parliamentarians for Al Quds

(The observer status of the League of Parliamentarians for Al Quds was approved during the
Plenary Session by acclamation.)

12. Adoption of the Final Report of 13" Plenary Session

The final report was adopted by acclamation.

13. Any other matter:

No issue was raised.
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Attachment |

\ Asian SG Opening Remarks/2023/03

| Parliamentary 9 January 2023
./ Assembly Turkiye

13th APA Plenary
Antalya, Tiirkiye
8-10 January 2023
Opening Remarks by
H.E. Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi
APA Secretary General

Mr. President,
Honorable Speakers,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen

| am highly pleased to have the privilege of sharing views with you once again
since thel2th APA Plenary after lapse of nearly three years in the aftermath of
the global pandemic. Also allow me to seize this valuable opportunity to thank
all of you for your positive response to the invitation of the APA President and

the APA Secretariat for participation at this event.

Indeed, the13™ APA Plenary Meeting which has been organized at the invitation
of the APA President, honorable Prof. Mustaf Sentop, who generously receiving
us in this beautiful resort city of Antalya in the early days of the new year,
provides us with another precious opportunity to exchange perspectives on
various issues of common interest related to regional and international domains
after this long interval. | also wish to express my sincere thanks to Her
Excellency Mrs. Asuman Erdogan, Head of the APA Turkish Delegation and
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Representative of the APA President for her dedicated efforts and unwavering
support for the advancement of the APA programs.

In fact, since 2017 when the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye (GNAT) took
over the APA Presidency, we have consistently benefited from the exercise of a
wise and sagacious management over our organization under the commendable
efforts of its president and his representative. During this period, the APA
Presidency, in close cooperation with the APA Secretariat and in partnership
with all its members has successfully strived to infuse a new spirit and insight
into the development of parliamentary diplomacy by giving an impetus to
parliamentary activities.

As a result of such great endeavors and close cooperation, most particularly
during the period when the world was grappling with the grip of COVID 19
virus crisis, APA could, inter alia, draft the Rules for virtual management of its
programs and successfully convened meetings of the standing committees on a
regular basis along with couples of webinars on women and parliamentary

research services under the auspices and unreserved support of its president.

On the other hand, benefitting from the potential capacity of the Bureau of the
Assembly was a major breakthrough for revitalization and advancement of the
APA programs during the challenging period of the pandemic and even in later
intervals. As a result of the initiative of the APA Secretariat and close
cooperation of the APA Presidency, the GNAT generously hosted two Bureau
Sessions in Ankara in December 2020 followed by the 2" one in October 2021
in Urglip which both led to successful results and as an important feature of

decision-making process of our organization.

To avoid any further delay and cessation of the APA regular programs and
based on the sustained efforts made to tackle the issue of presidency, during the
last three years, the APA Secretariat recommended GNAT to maintain its full
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support of the Organization as before and does its best to physically hold the
meetings of the 13" Plenary, the Executive Council as well as the Political
Committee by the end of the year 2022 and generously continue its presidency
for the year 2023. Now we are here together in light of the unwavering support
of our president with the aim of driving force our programs in the best way
possible in consultation with each other.

| am pleased to share with you the view that we were successfully able to tackle
our programs together till now under the auspices of the incumbent APA
President who has agreed to continue leadership of our organization for another
one year. Our organization is now passing through a delicate course of time. |
hope during this one-year period we shall witness an all-inclusive collaboration
on the part of all the members and do our best to introduce a new president for
the next term of 24-25.

It is my fervent belief and hope that together, we will continue to work hand
in hand at all levels of our organization and among all our members and
witness an increased cooperative spirit in order to give an impetus to all the
future programs with successful outcomes. No doubt, the success and
credibility of our organization hinges on synergetic cooperation and

collaboration among all members of the APA family.

Before ending my remarks, | would like to thank the GNAT for deciding to
choose the overall theme: “Promoting multilateralism in the changing global

dynamics” for general debate at this meeting.

During the period of transition to a new order followed by evolution of the
international governance, multilateralism has fostered a collaborative
environment for successful maintenance of international peace and security,

ensuring stability, prosperity and fair development of nations.
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In this context, parliamentary diplomacy can also play an active role as
complementary  diplomacy in addressing complex problems within the

framework of parliamentary dimensions of international cooperation.

As you may have duly noted the current century has been called the Asian
Century; a well-known dictum indicating the influence of the nations and
governments of the old continent, especially the emerging powers, in
regional and global equations. Under this premise , the Asian parliaments, as
representatives of the Asian nations, can play a complementary role
alongside the Asian governments in achieving common goals using
parliamentary diplomacy as a vital leverage in bilateral and multilateral

arena.

It was in light of this premise that, the idea of parliamentary cooperation for
peace in Asia was fostered through formation of the Association of Asian
Parliaments for Peace at the end of the last century and now the same goals

are being pursued within the framework of the APA.

In light of the foregoing, this regional parliamentary organization shall take
up strengthening multilateralism as core essence of the roadmap to be

followed by it in the agenda of its future programs in the coming decades.

| conclude my remarks by thanking all the APA member parliaments who have
earnestly supported us to develop our programs toward realization of
parliamentary democracy with greater confidence ever than before and work

ceaselessly together for the advancement of our organization.

Thank you for your kind attention

Page 11 of 264



Opening Remarks by H.E. Prof. Mustafa SENTOP, Speaker
of the GNAT, President of the APA

Distinguished Speakers of Parliaments,

Distinguished Vice Speakers of Parliaments,

Dear Members of Parliament,

Dear Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am very pleased and honored to welcome you, our distinguished guests, in our
country once again on the occasion of the 13" Plenary Session of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly.

As you may remember, the previous plenary session was also held in Antalya in 2019
and we had fruitful negotiations there. Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to meet
since then due to the pandemic which caused painful memories for some of us.

Now we have convened again in this friendly atmosphere offered by Antalya with a

very wide participation.

| hope that our meetings under the general theme “Promoting Multilateralism in the
Changing Global Dynamics”, which started yesterday and will continue tomorrow, will

be fruitful and provide results for the benefit of our people and countries.

Hosting the last four plenary sessions in cooperation with this General Assembly is an
indication of the great importance Turkiye attaches to the Asian continent and this
Assembly, and it is a sign of priority we also attach to the parliamentary diplomacy
carried out on this platform.

As Turkiye, our love and affection for Asia and our friends in Asia will continue to
increase on every platform, and our efforts to improve our relations will hopefully

continue without any interruption.

Distinguished Colleagues,
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Last year, 2022, brought along an unprecedented and an important turning point to the
human history of our world. According to calculations, on November 15, 2022, the
world population reached 8 billion for the first time in history.

From 1950 to 2020, that is, in a period of only 70 years, the world population tripled
and 60% of this population lives in the Asian continent, which is the reason why we

meet here. Five of the ten most populated countries are Asian countries.

In our geography, in Anatolia, population growth symbolizes development and
movement, and it is believed to bring abundance and fertility. On the other hand, we
need to be aware that this population growth also brings difficulties in addition to
opportunities and abundance, and we need to develop measures to overcome these

difficulties.

We are facing existing and unprecedented issues such as economic crises, wars,
pandemics, drought, migration movements, rising racism and xenophobia all over the
world, -especially in the Western world-, as well as hybrid threats, attempts of
international companies to manipulate national legislations, arbitrary sanctions, global
power wars and search for balance. Undoubtedly, we have to deal with these
intertwined problems and changing dynamics which are both the cause and result of

one another.

Otherwise, the peace of our citizens and the stability of our countries will be

threatened.

Dear Guests,

Unfortunately, terrorism is always one of the top agenda items in the malice we face at
the regional and global level. We have to keep a principled and determined stance in
our effective fight against terrorism.

Naturally, in this fight against terrorism, international cooperation is essential to
achieve the results we aim for. In this direction, our country fulfils its responsibilities at
the regional and international level without compromising fundamental human rights
and democratic values, and it fights with the same determination against all terrorist
organizations, especially PKK/PYD/YPG, FETO and DAESH.
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Once again, | would like to take this opportunity to thank to our friends who conveyed
their condolences after the treacherous attack of terrorist organization PKK/PYD in
Istanbul Taksim last November.

While the number of people displaced because of terrorism, conflict, war, violence,
violation of human rights and persecution exceeds 100 million worldwide, new risks of
mass migration continue to threaten the security and stability of our countries.

As the country that has hosted the highest number of refugees since 2014, we see that
this burden is unfortunately not fairly shared by the international community.

A clear indication of this situation is that millions of Syrians, who escaped from their
country due to the conflict in Syria, have completed 11 years as asylum seekers.

The importance of solving the problems that cause migration at the source is also

clearly seen in Afghanistan, where humanitarian conditions have become critical.

We are all aware that there are cross-border problems fed by the instability in
Afghanistan, especially irregular migration, terrorism and drug smuggling.

Establishment of permanent peace and stability in Afghanistan is only possible when
every individual in the Afghan public has a life compatible with human dignity and when
an inclusive political system that will involve all ethnic and political segments is
created.

At the current stage, unfortunately we cannot see the expected and longed-for
developments in Afghanistan. Recently, new practices have been added to the existing
ones which aim to exclude women from social and business life, and new restrictions
have been imposed on the education of girls.

There is a common voice raising from the international community, especially the
Islamic world, for the reversal of these decisions. It should not be forgotten that this is
the expectation of the Afghan people for the welfare and future of the country.

Our wish and desire is that Afghan people have the honorable life and bright future
they deserve as soon as possible. As Turkiye, we will continue to support the brotherly

Afghan people in every field, especially humanitarian aid.
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Another problem in the region is the continuously increasing effects of the
humanitarian crisis in Myanmar. As a result of the disproportionate and systematic
violence against Rohingya Muslims by the security forces of this country, more than 1
million people left their homes.

In our opinion, what is done against Rohingya Muslims is a systematic crime of
genocide. We believe that the international community should pay more attention to
this issue, which requires a permanent solution.

Again, the Palestinian issue continues to be insoluble. We wish to resolve the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict in a way that results in the establishment of a sovereign,
independent and geographically united Palestinian State with East Jerusalem as its
capital with the borders that were valid on 1967.

We emphasize and will continue to emphasize on every occasion that a fair and
comprehensive settlement of the Palestine-Israel issue within the framework of
international law and UN resolutions is essential in order to establish lasting peace and
stability in the Middle East.

Undoubtedly, there are many more problems in our continent and regions, it is not
possible to address each one individually due to time constraints. But | would like to
emphasize that as Turkiye, we will continue to stand by the oppressed and the
righteous in every situation and circumstance.

On the other hand, it would be unfair to mention our continent and regions only with
their problems. Asia is an ancient tradition. Asia is the continent that cradles world

history and civilizations.

The cultures that are claimed to be powerful and dominant today have been only able
to build themselves on the material and spiritual richness they have taken from our

continent.

Today, Asia has started rebuilding itself on the values it had in the past and started to

rise again in every sense.

| believe that we have a common will to make our future more livable, more
sustainable, more stable and more peaceful for our continent, regions, countries and

most importantly for our citizens.
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Distinguished Participants,
It is more important than ever that we have a common will and act in cooperation.
Because we are facing radical changes and difficult times in politics, economics and
sociology of the World.
We are going through a unique period in which the course of history has been broken

down one after another.

It is such a period that a decision that we will take or refrain from taking as politicians,
or hurrying a little or slightly hesitating, may have consequences that will affect

individuals, societies, countries, regions and even the whole world.

A large part of the presuppositions that are supposed to be guiding in the issues faced
before in the history of humanity and international relations, and the experiences that
were thought to be helpful in producing solutions to our problems, have lost their
validity today.

However, there are principles that do not and will not lose their validity no matter what.

One of the most prominent of these is our responsibility to take a common stance
against injustices and wrongfulness in the world, and to prevent a chaotic environment

where conflicts are resolved violently from dominating the international community.

Again, in times like these, another key that strengthens our hands, relieves us and

helps us look to the future with more hope is multilateralism.

The solution of global problems depends on joint efforts based on cooperation and
effective multilateralism. Promoting multilateralism in changing international dynamics

is a historic responsibility.
For us, this is also a requirement of our religious belief. Because Allah Subhanahu Wa
Ta'ala advises us in our great book, the Qur'an to consult each other, and says, " Their

affairs are decided after due consultation among themselves."
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As Turkiye, we wholeheartedly believe in these principles and always give priority to
dialogue, consultation and diplomacy in this period when the search for balance in the

international system is experienced.

With a humane, conscientious, principled and transparent foreign policy approach, we
strive for peace and prosperity all over the world.

Especially adopting the motto of "A New and Fairer World is Possible" under the
leadership of our President Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdodan, we consider the elimination of
inequalities and injustices in the global system and the establishment of multilateralism

in a more functional way as a foreign policy objective.

As | have repeatedly emphasized in my previous speeches, with the principle of "The
World is Bigger Than Five" put forward by our President, reforming the United Nations
and other multilateral institutions, in particular the Security Council, in a way that will
meet today's needs, is the most important aspect and will be a big step in establishing
multilateralism in a more functional way.

The current UN system is dysfunctional, outdated and above all is unjust. The so-
called pioneers of the UN and those who built its rules exempt themselves from these
rules. Such a situation might not be called multilateralism, but rather Western-biased at
best.

My wish from you, our esteemed guests, is that you support the principle of “The World
is Bigger Than Five”, send a message wherever you go, and explain that it is possible
to build a fairer multilateralism.

| should also emphasize the following regarding multilateralism: We, as Turkiye,

advocate especially regional ownership and solutions to regional problems.

The solution of the problems involving Asian countries will be possible with our efforts
and the will of Asian countries.

The Western world's attempt to get involved in our problems with an egocentric, bossy
and double-standard perspective, and to try to teach other nations history and
civilization lessons without confronting their colonial past, cannot go beyond a futile

effort. Asia is Asia, West is West.
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Still, it would be in our best interest to take a part in this matter and make a sincere
self-criticism. We believe in regional ownership and solutions, but we must admit that

international initiatives in Asia are weak in terms of institutionalization.

There is no effective mechanism other than ASEAN, which includes a limited number
of countries, and we have not been able to initiate an initiative involving all Asian

countries.

In this context, institutionalization and increasing the institutional capacity of the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly will be a step that can pave the way for initiatives in Asia.

As the current Term President, | would like to emphasize that we are open to all your
concrete suggestions for the institutionalization of the APA, and we wish to hear your

suggestions.

| should also point out that as Turkiye, we have assumed the Term Presidency of the
APA for the last time. We support and await the candidacy of our friends who wish to
become the new Term President of the APA, of which we have been proud to hold its

last 4 plenary sessions and as well as its Term Presidency.

| am confident that the new Term President will make great efforts for the APA to
become an important parliamentary diplomacy forum not only in Asia but also all over
the world, and that this Assembly will make great efforts to develop cooperation

between Asian countries.

In order for the APA to become more effective, all necessary institutional steps must be
taken and our basic documents, especially our Bylaws, must be renewed; It is

essential to reach a consensus on this issue.

I have no doubt that all members will show the necessary sensitivity on this issue. One
of our most important issues is the payment of contributions and easing the economic

burden on host countries related to the APA activities.
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APA is the joint organization of not only the Term Presidents but also all Asian
countries. First of all, it does not seem possible for the APA to take new, strong and
long-term steps without a strong will on these issues.

If we express it frankly and a little bitterly; APA, with its current structure and
regulations, will soon have problems even in its capacity to hold its meetings, let alone
taking decisions which can guide governments and other international organizations on

common issues; we must not allow this to happen.

At this point, the Honorable Secretary General, to whom we have entrusted the APA,

has a great responsibility.

Consultations and preparatory work should be resumed by establishing working groups

with experts from the member countries.

Due to the breadth of the geography, dividing these working groups into regions and
discussing the results in a joint workshop after each regional group has completed its

work can be considered.

Here, experts can be expected to present an unbiased report on how an international
organization can be effective and how it can be harmonized with the reality of the APA,

rather than the priorities of the member states.

Following technical consultations, the heads of our delegations first develop the
political dimension. Then, we hold final consultations at an APA Speakers of
Parliaments’ summit and we can implement the necessary decisions at the nearest

plenary session.

In this period, where our clocks run faster than at any other time in history, we should
not delay any longer in taking these steps as the representatives of the peoples of the

Asian countries.
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Dear Colleagues,
Dear Guests,
Before | end my speech, | would like to share with you an extremely important issue

from my point of view.

As you know, our President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has been exerting efforts and
making calls for ending the Russia-Ukraine war to establish a fair peace through, first
of all a ceasefire, and then diplomacy, and to eliminate the negative effects of the war.

In this context, for example, the implementation of the Istanbul agreement for the
export of Ukrainian grain over the Black Sea has been ensured by the efforts of our

President.

This agreement has been the most concrete and powerful step taken in this period
against a food insecurity that may be faced around the world. Our Honorable President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan is also taking important initiatives on energy security and is
trying to prevent the deepening of crises in this area as well. As you know, positive

results have been achieved.

| personally nominated our President for the Nobel Peace Prize, thinking that these
efforts should be recorded concretely by the international community.

President of the Senate of Pakistan, our dear friend Mohammed Sadik Sanjrani, in a
letter he wrote to the Norwegian Nobel Committee last week, nominated our President

for the "Nobel Peace Prize" for his efforts to resolve the Ukraine crisis.

I would like to thank him once again in your presence. | would like to take this
opportunity to express that | expect the support of you, our esteemed guests and

friends, in this regard.

Your support will be remembered as a brick to be laid in the construction of a fairer
order and multilateralism that our President and all of us desire, and as a testament to

future generations that shows who is on the right side.

The parliamentarians who wish to have their signature on this historical document can

contact our secretariat.
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Dear Guests,
| believe that the ideas we will develop at our Plenary Session, the goals we will set,
will contribute to the reinforcement of the ties and common ideals between our

countries and peoples.
I hope that our meeting will yield concrete, practical, useful and beneficial results for

the upcoming period, and | wish you success in your work.

| welcome you again.
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The 13th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
“PROMOTING MULTILATERALISM IN THE CHANGING GLOBAL
DYNAMICS”
9 January 2023

Honorable Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkiye, President of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, His
Excellency, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Shentop,

Distinguished colleagues,

Ladies and gentlemen.
First of all, | would like to thank His Excellency, Prof.Dr. Mustafa
Shentop for his invitation to the 13th Plenary Session of the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly, for his warm welcome and hospitality.

The leadership of the Grand National Assembly of Ttrkiye in the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly for the last 5 years is highly commended
for the clear expression of commitment and dedication of the brotherly

Tarkiye to multilateralism, solidarity and inter-parliamentary cooperation.
Honorable colleagues,

Our contemporary world has been facing the challenges that have
become hard to deal with.
The period of COVID-19 has only intensified the negative effects of
problems affecting all spheres of human life: such as poverty,
humanitarian crises, political and social tensions, economic inequalities,
climate change. But | believe, the main outcome of the past two years has
been about the approaches taken by global community in relation to these
problems. Tendencies like “vaccine nationalism”, gaining unfair economic
advantages have shown inefficiency of unilateral approaches adopted by

some big countries.
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Today, as our societies slowly move toward post-pandemic period
with all of its harsh realities, dialogue, solidarity and unity gain importance
as never before. Despite coming under pressure, past experiences have
taught us that there is no alternative to multilateralism.

Yes, it needs serious refinements in order to meet today’s
challenges, which | will touch upon later in my speech. But only by
mobilizing our efforts and staying true to international cooperation that we
can find ways out of complex challenges. | strongly believe that it is
exactly at this point where parliamentary diplomacy gets an opportunity to

unlock its full potential.
Distinguished colleagues,

Having already shown their value over the past years, today,
international parliamentary platforms have become an important element
of multilateralism by supporting collective efforts and joint actions. We,
parliamentarians, as the representatives of our people, have a say in
finding solutions to the challenges that concern all of us. And
parliamentary cooperation platforms prove our commitment and
determination to work together for a better world.

In this sense, the Asian Parliamentary Assembly plays an important
role. It brings together parliaments of Asia and provides a framework for
dialogue, generation of new ideas and perspectives for greater and closer
cooperation. A vast and diverse Asia region offers many opportunities that
we can and should use.

As the Chairperson of the Parliamentary Network of the Non-Aligned
Movement, which was established by the initiative of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, His Excellency, Mr. llham Aliyev, | would like to
state that the Network shares the same vision and principles, and is ready

to cooperate with Asian Parliamentary Assembly for the common goals.

Honorable colleagues,
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As | stated above, today’s multilateral system needs serious
refinements that will benefit all countries. What is needed? First and
foremost, norms and principles of international law should be strictly and
fully observed. International organizations that stand at the core of the
multilateral system, should refrain from double standards. Their decisions

and resolution should be implemented without selective approaches.

This is a demand of today’s international relations. But it is also imperative

for justice and sincerity.
Ladies and gentlemen,

20 percent of the internationally recognized territories of my country
Azerbaijan were under the occupation of our neighbor Armenia for almost
30 years. During the years of occupation, Armenia deliberately destroyed
all our cities and villages, vandalized all historical, cultural and religious
sites of Azerbaijan. Armenia carried out ethnic cleansing in these
territories. Almost 4 thousand citizens of Azerbaijan, both civilians and
military, still remain missing in connection with the First Karabakh War.
Ethnic cleansing resulted in more than one million Azerbaijanis becoming
Internally Displaced Persons from the occupied territories and refugees

from Armenia.
Ladies and gentlemen,

At this point, | would like to share with you some historical facts. The
Azerbaijani people living in Armenia were ousted from their native lands
even before the conflict started.

It should be mentioned that historical maps and documents prove that
present-day Armenia was established in historical lands of Azerbaijan and
the Azerbaijani people lived in those lands for centuries. Our historical city
Iravan was made the capital of Armenia in 1918. In 1920, by the decision

of the Soviet government, Zangezur was severed from Azerbaijan and
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annexed to Armenia. It resulted in geographical separation of Azerbaijan
from its Nakhchivan region and Ttrkiye.

Unfortunately, the Azerbaijani people were subjected to deportations
several times throughout the 20™ century. The last phase of these
deportations took place in 1988-1991, which | have mentioned before. As
in Karabakh, the Armenians destroyed all our historical and religious
monuments in the Western Azerbaijan and changed the names of cities
and villages of Azerbaijani origin. During the last century, it was done

consistently with the aim of erasing our historical heritage in these lands.
Honorable colleagues,

Continuing with the issue of the occupation, | would like to remind
that during all these years, Azerbaijan tried to solve the conflict by
peaceful means. However, four resolutions adopted by the UN Security
Council in 1993, resolutions and decisions of other relevant international
organizations that demanded immediate, complete, and unconditional
withdrawal of the armed forces of Armenia from Azerbaijan’s occupied
territories, were not implemented.

But we do know that some resolutions of the UN Security Council are
implemented within hours and days. In the case of Azerbaijan, they
remained unfulfiled for 27 years. Unfortunately, no sanctions were

imposed on the aggressor state by international organizations.

Using the right of self-defense, which is provided by the Article 51 of
the UN Charter, and at the cost of the lives of almost three thousand of
martyrs, Azerbaijan implemented UN Security Council resolutions, norms
and principles of international law, and restored its territorial integrity and

historical justice.
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After the end of the Second Karabakh War in November 2020,
Azerbaijan has started the large-scale restoration and reconstruction
works in the liberated territories in the framework of the “Great Return”
program. All our former internally displaced persons will return to their
homes and this process has already started. And | would like to share with
you my firm belief that the rights of the Western Azerbaijanis will also be

restored and they will return to their native lands.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Despite being the victim of occupation, it is Azerbaijan that makes
efforts to ensure long-term peace and stability in the region and has
proposed to Armenia to normalize relations and sign a peace agreement
on the basis of 5 principles of international law.

However, Armenia has been grossly violating the Trilateral Statement
of November 10, 2020 that put an end to the conflict. It has still not
withdrawn its armed forces from the territory of Azerbaijan and has been
using the Lachin road for military purposes, transportation of mines and
looted natural resources of Azerbaijan.

During the years of occupation, Armenia planted more than 1 million
mines in these territories and still continues to do so. Since the end of the
Second Karabakh War, almost 280 Azerbaijanis have been killed or
seriously injured as a result of mine explosions.

While showing destructive position in the negotiations, Armenia has
also been disrupting the process of opening of communications and
transport routes, despite the undertaken obligations. The opening of the

Zangezur corridor, which will become a new transport route along the
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Middle Corridor connecting Asia to Europe, will greatly increase

cooperation in transport and trade in the region and beyond.
Honorable colleagues,

At the end of my speech, | would like to express my hope that this
plenary session, our discussions will give impact to promoting
multilateralism in the changing global dynamics.

Thank you for your attention.
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In the Name of God

The Text of Speech of His Excellency Dr. Qalibaf, Speaker of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly of Iran, at the 13™" APA Plenary

Antalya, Turkye
January 2023

In the Name of Allah, the most Compassionate, the most Merciful

His Excellency Mustafa Sentop, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkye;

Distinguished Speakers of Parliaments;

Respected Heads of the Parliamentary Delegates;

Ladies and Gentlemen;

At the outset, | would like to express my pleasure for participating in the
important APA Plenary session. At the same time, | would also like to
appreciate the Grand National Assembly of Turkye, particularly its Speaker, my
dear brother Mustafa Sentop for their great efforts and arrangements to host this
meeting.
| also thank the APA secretariat, the distinguished Secretary General and all his
collaborators for their great efforts to prepare the documents and organize this
meeting.

Mr. President;
Distinguished Participants;

Currently, the world is going through challenging days; challenges which
do not only belong to one specific country, region or continent, but they would
affect everyone living in different parts of the world. These challenges include
climate changes, pandemics, terrorism, occupation and aggression by imperial
powers, violation of human rights and migration. Taking into account the
current global circumstances, all of us should feel responsible to resolve these
challenges and promote a joint effort to built a common future. To overcome the
current and upcoming challenges, humanity has no other option but to resort to
integration and cooperation.

Considering its current position in global affairs, Asia can play a serious
and crucial role to resolve the global problems. In recent years, Asia has
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witnessed a significant and high growth and development which is in fact
moving in line with realizing the “Asian Magic”.

We are in need of a new and fair international order inspired with Asia as its
main focus. In this regard, it is crucial to remain committed to the idea of
multilateralism as a pattern for Asian cooperation. At the same time, it is
required to be committed to some fundamental principles, including the respect
to sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states, supporting non-interference
in internal affairs of other countries, respect to right of nations to make
independent choices and effective opposition to unilateralism and occupation.

Mr. President;

If we as Asian nations deliver our responsibilities adequately during this
critical time, the impacts of our actions will not be exclusive to our old
continent. They will create positive changes worldwide and bring about global
peace, security and welfare. To this end, we should pay sufficient attention to
dire needs of all Asian countries and ensure practical cooperation on key areas
of reduction of poverty, food security, funding balanced development and
industrialization in order to realize fair and balanced development for all Asian
countries.

Increasing the role of Asian countries in international politics requires
collective planning and following up of common objectives at regional and
international organizations and APA is one of the most clear and outstanding
examples in this regard. Within the framework of APA, we can identify our
weaknesses and privileges for Asian integration and multilateralism and move
towards promoting interconnectedness and cooperation among the Member
States. Recently, the Islamic Consultative Assembly of Iran adopted the
Headquarters Convention of this regional organization with the Islamic
Republic of Iran and we hereby express our readiness to promote further
cooperation with its secretariat and Member States.

Distinguished Participants;

In recent years, we have all witnessed the U.S. unilateral approach
tarnishing the global peace and security. At the same time, we have all
witnessed the efforts made by Western countries to introduce their cultural
values as the dominant ones and have been trying to impose them upon the
Asian communities through numerous methods. The latest example of such an
approach was the insulting act of the French magazine against the leader of the
world of Islam and Shiism His Eminence Grand Ayatollah Khamenei which
was done by the support of the French government. This demonstrates that,
through mutual cooperation, the Asian countries should resist against such
attacks, which target the cultural identity of other states.
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Mr. President;

We are at the anniversary of the unfair assassination of General
Suleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis the international hero of the fight
against terrorism, and his selfless companions at Baghdad Airport by the
American occupiers. Martyr Suleimani served his being honestly for the sake of
regional and international security and took effective measures in line with
fighting against international terrorism and Takfiri groups.

Undoubtedly, the criminal act of the then U.S. President to assassinate
General Suleimani, is a clear and definite instance of “state terrorism”. Trump
and all his accomplices in this inhuman act have “definite international
responsibilities” against this big crime and must be held accountable before
authorized courts and human conscience.

Distinguished Colleagues;

The question of Palestine and its innocent people require further serious
attention from international circles.

We believe that the final solution to the Palestinian crisis is not
achievable through imposed plans to consolidate occupation but it is workable
through referring to the votes of the Palestinian nation, return of Palestinian
refugees to their homeland and establishment of a fair peace.

In conclusion, | would like to restate the principled belief of the Islamic
Republic of Iran that in order to overcome the existing challenges and realizing
our common objectives, particularly to strengthen multilateralism, our
Parliaments, representing our nations, can play a significant role.

I, on behalf of the respected MPs of the Islamic Consultative Assembly of
Iran, express the full readiness of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Parliament to
consolidate cooperation and interaction with our counterparts from other Asian
Parliaments. In this regard, it is noteworthy that the Islamic Consultative
Assembly of Iran has tabled a draft resolution on “Promoting Cooperation
among the Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member States to Expand and
Consolidate Multilateralism™. It’s adoption by the APA would paved the ground
for evolution of cooperation among APA Member States and expansion of
multilateralism in Asia.

Thank you for your attention.
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Assembly of Turkey and President of the 13th APA.
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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the people of Timor-Leste, allow me to offer my New Year
greetings and deep gratitude for the invitation to be present at this plenary
which takes place in Antalya, “the old city” or known as “Kaleici”, where
Asians countries meet to share our common perspectives on the
importance of how we are “Promoting Multilateralism in Changing Global
Dynamics”.

The theme of the plenary touches exactly on the ongoing challenges facing
the world today. The challenges of the last three years, added to the
existing climate changes, are placing the world in a unique moment of
rethinking and reconfiguring new social and economic perspectives.

Over the past three years, the world has experienced major
transformations, politically and economically, and while many global
challenges remain and have grown in complexity, in particular the war
between Russia and Ukraine, and have had a transformative impact on the
world economy, growing geopolitical tensions and delays in recovery from
Covid-19 is shaking all nations and imposing serious obstacles to continued
efforts at inclusive and sustainable development. The world is facing an
interconnected threats that could jeopardize global stability, such as a
global health pandemic, climate change, widening inequalities and
economic insecurity. Unfortunately, in the face of these unprecedented
global challenges, international cooperation is under pressure due to rising
of nationalism and protectionism.

Similar to what happens to other countries, the pandemic blockades, public
catastrophe and war in Ukraine greatly affect our social and economic
sector; in Timor-Leste, food prices increased by 8.2% in September
2022 and the price of oil increased by 21% compared to the same period
last year, due to global increases in energy prices and disruptions in the
supply chain caused by the Russia-Ukraine war. To address these
challenges, Timor-Leste has created a robust response, implementing
various economic stimulus packages to reinforce public health measures
and protect vulnerable households and the business sector, through the
design of subsidies and incentives, as well as through the allocation of fuel
subsidies for public transport operators.

We recognize the importance of continuing to keep the peace in this
growing region with promising trends across all sectors. Preventing,
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creating and maintaining peace is an arduous task that can take years to
accomplish. We emphasize the importance of investing much more in
conflict prevention and the resolution of tensions through peaceful
resolution, dialogue and reconciliation.

Timor-Leste is a strong advocate of multilateralism, and regional
organization can play a pivotal role in maintaining regional stability and
regional economic cooperation, which will help not only to address current
and emerging global issues, but also national issues. In this era, of course,
we need more cooperation and more multilateralism, when some countries
prefer to prioritize their own strategic agenda and abandon the rest of the
world. Timor-Leste will play a more active role in these areas, to encourage
stronger cultural, economic and commercial relationships with other
countries, all of which are crucial to maintaining commitment in the
struggle for peace and stability.

Timor-Leste was the first country to adopt the document on Human
Fraternity for World Peace and Common Life, which was signed on
February 4, 2019 by His Holiness Pope Francis of the Catholic Church and
His Eminence the Grand Imam of Al- Azhar, Professor Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb,
in Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates). Our National Parliament
unanimously voted in favor of adopting the Document on Human Fraternity
as a national document. It has been shared with our national authorities, as
well as the Catholic Church and other religious groups, and it has been
introduced into the school curriculum. In fact, this document is in line with
the values and principles of our Constitution.

In conclusion, I would like to reaffirm that the war in Ukraine and the
Covid-19 pandemic constitute the greatest test of multilateralism, both the
virus and the consequences of war know no borders, all countries are
affected. Therefore, the multilateral is an international system that can
effectively address global issues within their nature and complexity. In this
regard, Timor-Leste calls for more multilateral action, comprehensive and
holistic approaches, cooperation and joint efforts; it requires renewed
political will and solidarity to end the war in Ukraine; urges accelerating
recovery from the effects of Covid-19, allocating more resources to climate
mitigation, and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. This will
ensure that all our citizens, including women, children and the elderly, can
benefit from regional peace and respect humanity based on Human
Fraternity for World Peace and Common Life.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker! Cok Tesekkurler!
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In the Name of Allah, Most Merciful, Most Compassionate

Your Excellency Professor Mustafa Sentop, Speaker of the Grand National
Assembly of Turkey and President of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Your Highness the Secretary General of the Asian National Assembly, Dr.
Mohammed Reza Majidi; dignitaries, ladies and gentlemen

Honorable parliament speakers and all other participating international
VIPs,

Ladies and gentlemen, honorable attendance.

Peace, mercy and the blessings of Allah be upon you

| would like at the outset of my speech to express my sincere thanks to the
august Grand National Assembly of Turkey for hosting the 13" Plenary Session
of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly and all the positive contributions the
Assembly has made to the success of the workings of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly, thanks to Turkey’s legislative institution for its keenness to
constantly play hosts.

It’s my great honor and pleasure to lead the Iraqi parliamentary delegation to
this major event regardless of the fact it is my first attendance. After | have
become well aware of the detailed contents of the Assembly’s agenda items, |
made up my mind to attend the session and make attendance of the Iraqi
delegation constantly felt and express the ICOR’s everlasting interest in having
a key role to play within this institution in general and in all other relevant
activities.

Our successive attendances which have lasted for so many years in the past
and the ICOR’s previous preparedness to host the 2019 Planning and Budget
Standing Committee in Baghdad provide concreter evidence of our profound
interest in the Assembly and the great importance which our legislative
institution pin to Asian Parliamentary Assembly.

We all hope the scope of influence of forthcoming events will be extended
beyond the boundaries of ordinary protocol meetings to enable our chambers’
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legislations have active and positive effects on the lives of their own respective
peoples.

Dear colleagues,

When | explored the assembly’s previous debated topics and compared them
with those of the present session, | was really pleased to discover the great
efforts that have been made in the latter meeting to make the workings of the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly a full success and help it carry on with its
currently operational mechanisms and its forthcoming debatable subjects.

Ladies and brothers,

There is no denying the world has witnessed tremendous productive changes
at the political and economic levels. We also aware of how the situation in Asia
where some Asian nations are now well ahead of other parts of the world. The
point | am trying to make here is that we the attendants need to mutually
cooperate to help our nations achieve even higher levels of progress and
technical advancement with the help and aid of the abundantly available
human and natural resources of our respective countries.

Dear Brothers,

Your Brothers in lIraqgi Council of Representative have come along in
confronting political crisis, proceeded with the election of the new Head of
State, given confidence to the newly elected government, and being, currently
tasked to passing the important necessary legislations.

Iraq, after overcoming its security problems, addressing its political crisis and
achieving that immortal victory over ISIS’ criminal gangs, has become a more
powerful and coherent country that looks forward to improving its current
reality at all levels, on top of which, the development and economy. We are,
therefore, mindful of the importance of enhancing cooperation with brothers
and friends from brotherly and friendly neighboring countries specially the first
ones. Hoping that those countries will demonstrate their constructive
cooperation and genuine partnership with us in accordance with the principles
of sovereignty respect.

Dear loved Brothers,
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We thank God for our restoration of safe civil life which culminated in the
organization of Arab Gulf Football Cup being, currently, held in Basra Province
which the last time, we organize it was about 43 years ago, so the years have
passed by and we, once more having the honor to organize this event in Basra
City with a solemn, majestic and eye-abducting opening ceremony that won
satisfaction of all.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We seize this opportunity to reaffirm Iraq’” supportive position to the
Palestinian just case and the Palestinian peoples’ right to establish its own
independent State with Al-Quds Al-Aharif as its capital.

Dear Dignified Attendees,

We in Iragi Council of Representatives, as President

esteemed Assembly and Members, will do our utmost to make the work of our
most grateful for insuring us the opportunity of a success and will be
involvement in any activity to enhance the work of Assembly.

|, once more, repeat my thankfulness to our dear neighboring country, Turkey,
seizing this opportunity to express my deep and ultimate gratitude to APA's
General Secretariat, in general, and especially, to my Dear Fellow Dr. Majidi
for the great effort done by him and his team to make the work of Assembly a
succuss and for the organization of these meetings.

May Allah, the Almighty, Bless our upcoming works and conclude our session
with success

Peace, Mercy and Blessings of Allah be upon you all
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Address by Head of the Russian delegation, Deputy Chairman
of the State Duma of the Russian Federation Sergey Neverov
at the opening ceremony of the 13th Plenary Session of the APA

Dear colleagues!

Finally, after two years of the pandemic, you and | are able to meet on the
grounds of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, and, in fact, today’s meeting is
the beginning of the implementation of our usual formats, where we can meet
and look at each other, discuss and make decisions that our citizens are waiting
for.

In this regard, | would like to thank His Excellency, Chairman Mr.
Mustafa Shentop for the hospitality and excellent organization of the event by
the Turkish Grand National Assembly.

And of course, the APA format will help us work out optimal solutions,
because without dialogue we can’t do that. Of course, new means of
communication allow us to meet in video conference mode, but there is no
substitute for personal communication.

The theme of our general discussion, like that of the whole session, is
«Promoting multilateralism in the changing global dynamics», is fully in line
with the current situation in the world.

New challenges and threats in the emerging multipolar world order, the
need to urgently address the COVID-19 pandemic and its consequences, the
importance of ensuring sustainable growth, global security, including food
supply and effective action to combat climate change require the concerted
efforts not only of the world’s Governments, but also of the entire international
community, and the use of the intellectual and creative potential of the civil
society.

Parliaments undoubtedly have a crucial role to play. Their authority and

ability to find a balance of interests, to reach compromise can and already play a
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stabilizing role for the entire system of international relations, giving it the
much-needed flexibility and sustainability, predictability in the transition to a
new paradigm of world governance.

In this context, the practicing by some States of discriminating restrictive
measures against parliamentarians is of serious concern. The use of sanctions
for political reasons against legislators and the creation of obstacles for full
participation of parliamentary delegations in the work of international
associations/organizations are absolutely unacceptable. Such practices
contradict the fundamental principles of democracy, create artificial barriers,
block the productive activities of people’s representatives on multilateral
platforms, hamper interaction and undermine the foundations of trust, global
and regional security.

Therefore, the formation of a culture of mutual respect and the search for
an optimal balance, taking into account different national interests, should take a
special place in international communication. There is a need to continue an
equitable and constructive dialogue and to make better use of bilateral and
multilateral mechanisms of parliamentary diplomacy to determine the best
solutions to overcome the global crisis.

There are many places on the world map where we continue to witness
massive human tragedies. Stopping what is happening in Syria, Iraq, Libya,
Afghanistan and other territories that have experienced the intervention of the
so-called collective West is a task that requires the concerted efforts of the
entire international community, with the active participation of
parliamentarians.

Colleagues, we should develop the Assembly’s capacity to respond to the
challenges facing our countries. The world must be multipolar. The United
States of America is trying to restrain the development of other countries in
order to maintain its hegemony. This applies to all our nations, so we believe it

IS necessary not only to state our position, but also to do everything possible to
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preserve and protect our sovereignty, to do everything to ensure that people live
in peace and of course, to develop relations on the principles of non-interference
In the internal affairs of sovereign states.

We can see that Washington and Brussels are using various methods:
imposing illegal sanctions, blackmailing, intimidating, fomenting conflicts,
trying to destroy our traditional values, traditions, history, culture, religion.
What this is done for is quite obvious — they want to pull a person out of the
family and society, leave him alone with his problems and make him dependent,
and then manage. To govern in the interest of the state, in the interest of
maintaining its dominant position, and, of course, all this will be done at the
expense of other countries, at the expense of citizens who live in other states.

In this context, we must find a common solution to ensure the information
security of APA member countries and the world as a whole. It is important to
protect the traditional values that unite us, to protect people from destructive
propaganda, to strengthen the digital sovereignty of our countries.

The United States and the European Union are accustomed to interfering
in the internal affairs of other states, as we can see in the example of Ukraine:
having become an American colony, the country has lost its independence,
Washington is using it as an instrument to fight against Russia, seeking to
undermine security in the Eurasian space.

Today, the Kiev Nazi regime is carrying out terrorist acts against civilians
and shelling the critical infrastructure of nuclear power plants. This threatens
tragedy, nuclear catastrophe. It is important for us to do everything to prevent
such situations.

| would like to remind you that Russian specialists have discovered facts
of US military biological activity on the territory of Ukraine. The United States
has also violated the Chemical Weapons Convention. Washington and its

satellites are expected to block the adoption of the UN Security Council
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resolution developed by our country on the establishment of a commission to
investigate these crimes. Obviously they have something to hide.

Washington’s biological warfare is a threat to all humanity. Colleagues, it
Is important that we work together to develop effective measures to ensure the
safety of our citizens.

The Russian Parliament has appealed to its foreign counterparts on the
inadmissibility of developing biological and toxin weapons.

The emergence of new hot spots, terrorism, increasingly sophisticated
financial and economic crimes, including cross-border crimes, pose a threat not
only to national security but also to the foundation of democracy -
parliamentarism, the rule of law and human rights.

In these circumstances, the Westerners' imposition of their system of
values provokes tension, exacerbates inter-State contradictions and fuels
national and religious strife.

Our efforts are aimed at implementing the generally accepted norms of
the United Nations Charter, the universal principles of equal and indivisible
security, strengthening stability and ensuring sustainable development. Such
unifying approaches by Russia are always supported, including on multilateral
parliamentary platforms, by the majority of States that are unequivocal in favor
of strengthening the legal foundations of international relations.

I wish you all success and fruitful work!

Thank you for your attention!

Page 44 of 264



Attachment Il

Page 45 of 264



1.
2.
3.
4.

Attachment Il

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

The 13 Plenary Session

Antalya, Tiirkiye
8-10 January 2023

Draft Agenda

(1/1/2023 by APA Secretariat)-V7

Adoption of the Agenda

Election of the Bureau

Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Council

Report of the Secretary General on the work of the
Organization

General Debate: Statements by Head of Delegations on
“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”
Meeting of the Standing Committees

. Adoption of Reports of the Chairpersons of:

-Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs

-Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development
-Standing Committee on Political Affairs

-Standing Committee on Budget and Planning

. Drafting Committee on Declaration

. Confirmation of the next APA Vice Presidents for 2023
10.
11.
12.
13.

Nomination/Confirmation of the APA President for 2024-5
Adoption of APA Observer status

Any other matter

Closing
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
The 13™ Plenary Session

“PROMOTING MULTILATERALISM
IN THE CHANGING GLOBAL DYNAMICS”

TENTATIVE WORKING PROGRAM

08-10 January 2023

Antalya, TURKIYE
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> Delegates arrive in Antalya Airport

> Delegates proceed to check in at Titanic Mardan Palace Hotel

Adress : Kundu Mah.,Yasar Sobutay Blv., Mardan Palace Otel Sitesi No0:450-1,
Aksu/Antalya, Turkiye Tel: (0242)3104100 E-mail: mardan.palace@titanic.com.tr

> Registration of Delegates at Titanic Mardan Palace Hotel Lobby Level

Free Dinner
19: .
Venue: Main Restaurant

Breakfast
07:30-08.15 | Venue: Main Restaurant
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10.00 - 10.15

Coffee Break

Venue: Foyer

12.00 - 13.00 | Lunch
Venue:Main Restaurant
13.00 - 15.00 The APA Executive Council Meeting

Adoption of Agenda
Election of the Bureau

Report by the H.E.Mrs. Asuman ERDOGAN, Chairperson and Head of Turkish
APA Delegation

Report by H.E Dr. Mohammad Reza MAJIDI, Secretary General of APA
Consideration of Draft Resolutions of Standing Committees on:
« Social and Cultural Affairs

e Economic and Sustainable Development
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o Political Affairs
o Budget and Planning

o Consideration and Adoption of the Report of Working Group on Statutory
Documents in Urglip

« Consideration of nomination and adoption of the Vice Presidents of APA for 2023

« Consideration of nomination of the next APA President for 2024-2025

o Consideration and Adoption of Draft Agenda of 13th APA Plenary

o Consideration of request of League of Parliamentarians for Al-Quds for the APA
observer status

o Consideration of request of Non-Aligned Movement Parliamentary Network (NAM
PN) for the APA observer status

o Consideration of request of International Parliamentarians’ Congress (IPC) for the
APA observer status

« Consideration of request of Arab Parliament for the APA observer status

o Adoption of Final Report

e Any other matters

Venue: Dolmabahce Ball Room A

15.00 - 15.15 | Coffee Break
Venue: Foyer
1515 -18.00 | Deliberation on the APA Executive Council Meeting (Continue)
Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room A
Free Dinner
19.00 - 21.00 | Venue:Main Restaurant
DAY TWO
09 January 2023, Monday
Breakfast
07.30-09.00 | Venue: Main Restaurant
09.30 - 10.00 | «+Courtesy Call on Hon. Mustafa SENTOP, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkiye and President of APA by Heads of APA Delegations and Secretary General of APA
Venue: Ferman Room
10.00 - 12.00 | »INAUGURAL CEREMONY

- National Anthem
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Opening remarks

- Address by H.E.Dr.Mohammad Reza MAJIDI, APA Secretary-General

- Address by H.E. Mustafa SENTOP, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkiye and President of APA

Addresses by speakers and vice - speakers in alphabetical order

- Family Photo

- Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room C

12.00 - 13.00 | Lunch

Venue: Main Restaurant

13.30-15.00 » PLENARY SESSION
. Adoption of Agenda of the 13™" Plenary Session

. Election of the Bureau of the 13" Plenary Session

. Report of the Chairperson of the Executive Council Meeting

. Report of the Secretary General on the Work of the Organization

. General Debate: Statements and Presentations by Head of Delegations (Country in

alphabetical order)

“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”

Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room C

Coffee Break
Venue:Foyer

15.00 - 15.15

15.15-18.00 | » PLENARY SESSION (Continued)

. General Debate: Statements and Presentations by Head of Delegations (Country in
alphabetical order)

“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”

Venue:Dolmabahge Ball RoomC

15.15 — 18,00 e APA STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING ON SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
AFFAIRS

1- Draft Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural
Heritage in Asia
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2- Draft Resolution on Asian Integration through Information and Communication
Technology

3- Draft Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia

4- Draft Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians against Corruption

5- Draft Resolution of APA Women Parliamentarians

6- Draft Resolution on Promoting Inter-Faith Dialogue and Harmony among World
Religions

7- Draft Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the Smuggling
of Cultural Items in Asia

8- Draft Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking in
Asia

9- Draft Resolution on Humanitarian Aid to Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Gaza and Myanmar on
the Verge of the Humanitarian Catastrophe (Deferred)

10- Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in
Asia (Deferred)

11- Draft Resolution on the Promotion of Quality Child and Youth Development for
Sustainable Society in Asia

12- Draft Resolution on Ageing Society in Asia

13- Draft Resolution on Human Development in Asia

14- Draft Resolution on Tourism Cooperation in Asia

15- Draft Resolution on Sustainable Tourism Cooperation in Asia

Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room A

19.00 Official Dinner Hosted by Hon. Mustafa SENTOP, Speaker of the National Assembly of
Tirkiye and President of APA

Venue: Dolmabahge Ball RoomB
Dress Code: Lounge Suit/National Dress

DAY THREE
10 January 2023, Tuesday

Breakfast
07:30-08.15 | Venue: Main Restaurant
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08.30 —10.30 | » PLENARY SESSION (CONTINUED)
. General Debate: Statements and Presentations by Head of Delegations (Country in
alphabetical order)
“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”
Venue:Dolmabahcge Ball RoomC
08.30 —10.30 e APA STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGON ECONOMIC AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
1- Draft Resolution on the Establishment of an Asian Energy Market
2- Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues
3- Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth
(Deferred)
4- Draft Resolution on Poverty Eradication
5- Draft Resolution on the Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting the Implementation
of the Sustainable Development Goals
6- Draft Resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All (Deferred)
7- Draft Resolution on Adopting a Road Map Providing for Measures to Stimulate
Green Finance
8- Draft Resolution on Asian Climate Financial Initiative
Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room A
10.30-10.45 | Coffee Break
Venue: Foyer
10.45-12.30 » PLENARY SESSION (CONTINUED)
. General Debate: Statements and Presentations by Head of Delegations (Country in
alphabetical order)
“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”
Venue:Dolmabahge Ball Room C
10.45 - 12.30 o APA STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING ON POLITICAL AFFAIRS

1- Draft Resolution on Towards an Asian Parliament

2- Draft Resolution on Good Governance

3- Draft Resolution on the Rule of Law and Judicial Empowerment
4- Draft Resolution on Good Parliamentary Practices

5- Draft Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia Through Friendship and Cooperation
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6- Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together for Prosperity in
Asia

7- Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments Unwavering Support for the Palestinian
People

8- Draft Resolution on Harmonious Development through Democracy

9- Draft Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation among the Members of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and Promote Multilateralism

Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room A

12.30 - 13.30

Lunch

Venue:Main Restaurant

13:30 - 15:00

» PLENARY SESSION (CONTINUED)

. General Debate: Statements and Presentations by Head of Delegations (Country in
alphabetical order)

“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”
Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room C

13.30-15.00

e APA STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING ON BUDGET & PLANNING

1- Draft Resolution on Planning APA Budget

Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room A

15.00 - 15.15

Coffee Break

Venue: Foyer

15.15-18.00

» PLENARY SESSION (CONTINUED)

. General Debate: Statements and Presentations by Head of Delegations (Country in
alphabetical order)

“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”
Venue: Dolmabahce Ball Room C

15.15-16.00

e MEETING OF DRAFTING COMMITTEE ON ANTALYA DECLARATION

Venue: Dolmabahce Ball Room A

16.00-17.30

» PREPARATION OF FINAL REPORT BY THE APA SECRETARIAT

17.45-18.45

> PLENARY SESSION (Closing Ceremony)
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. Presentation and Adoption of the Reports of the Chairman of the Standing Committees
. Presentation of the Antalya Declaration

. Reconfirmation of the next APA President for 2023

. Nomination of the next APA President for 2024-2025

. Adoption of the FinalReport of the 13" APA Plenary Session

. Closing Statement by H.E. Asuman ERDOGAN, Head of APA Turkish Group

. Any Other Matter

. Closing
Venue:Dolmabahce Ball Room C
19.30 Free Dinner
Venue: Main Restaurant
DEPARTURE DAY
11 January 2023, Wednesday
07:30-09.30 | Breakfast

Venue: Main Restaurant

»-Departure of Delegates
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ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

THE 13" PLENARY SESSION

GENERAL INFORMATION

08-10 January 2023
Titanic Mardan Palace Hotel
Antalya, Tiirkiye
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SECTION 1
GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Date and Venue of the Plenary Session
The 13th Plenary Session of Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) will take place at
Titanic Mardan Palace Hotel in Antalya, Tlrkiye from January 07" 2023 to January
11 2023.

All official activities of the APA Plenary Session will be held at Titanic Mardan Palace
Hotel unless otherwise stated.

Arrival of Delegates 07 January 2023
Political Committee Meeting 08 January 2023
1*' Executive Council Meeting 08 January 2023

13" Plenary  Session/Standing | 09 January — 10 January 2023
Committees

Departure of Delegates 11 January 2023

2. Official Language

The official languages of the APA are English and Arabic and the working language is
English (Article 16 of APA Charter).

Delegates who wish to speak in other languages are requested to provide their own

interpreters. There will be 2(two) additional booths that will be provided by the

Host Parliament on a first come first served basis.
3. Documents

All official documents shall be written in English. In addition, any delegate who wishes
to distribute documents in the meeting are advised to have prior consultations with the
APA Secretariat.

All speeches during the Opening Plenary Session and General Debate should be

forwarded to the Host Parliament and APA Secretariat in advance for circulation at the
Plenary Session.

4. Registration

Participants are kindly requested to fill out the Registration Form provided by the Host
Parliament no later than 30 December 2022.

(89
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PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF

GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY

TURKIYE

ASSEMBLY (APA)
TBMM No. 4, Golha Alley, Mojahedin Eslam St.
Postcode: 06543 Bakanliklar, Tehran - Islamic Republic Of Iran,
Ankara Postal Code: 1154947411
Turkiye
Phone :(+90-312)420 76 26 Tel: +98 (21) 33517406-7

(+90-312) 420 6757

Fax: (+90-312) 420 67 56 Fax: +98(21) 33517408

Email: apaturkey@tbmm.gov.tr E-mail: secretariat@asianparliament.org
Website: www.asianparliament.org

5. Security and Identification Badges

Identification Badges will be distributed to all delegates and accompanying persons
upon registration. For security reason participants are requested to wear their
identification badges throughout the meeting and official function specified in the
Working Program. For security purposes, admission to the venue of the meeting and
official functions will be limited to those wearing identification badges.

6. Passport and Visa Regulations

All delegates and accompanying persons must bear valid passports and visa in order
to enter Tirkiye. All countries where visas are required, participants are requested to
contact the Turkish Embassy/Consulate accredited to their countries in order to obtain
visas. You can get the required information from:

http:/www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-information-for-foreigners.en.mfa

Please prepare a copy of valid passport and also forward it to Host Secretariat prior to
arrival.

7. Arrival and Departure

Participants are kindly requested to indicate on the Registration Form the flight
itinerary to enable the Host Secretariat to effectively perform their tasks. All changes

of the flight schedules should be communicated in advance to the Host Secretariat.

The arrival and departure service will operate from January 07" 2023 to January 11
2023 at the Antalya Airport. The Host Secretariat will assist the delegates through all
formalities at their arrival and departure.

8. Flight arrangements and information
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In order to facilitate the expeditious arrangements of local transportation, Delegation
Secretaries are kindly requested to inform the Host Parliament Secretariat of any
change in their delegates’ flight schedule at least 24 hours in advance of the schedule.

9. Currency Exchange

The Turkish Lira is the official currency of Turkish Republic. The current exchange rate
is approximately 18.64 TL for 1 US dollar. Money can be exchanged at banks, Antalya
Airport and at the legally authorized exchange stores throughout the country.

Banks are open from 09:00 am to 05.00 pm, Monday to Friday. All major credit cards
are accepted at hotels, and shopping malls.

10. Weather

The weather in Antalya tends to be sunny, cloudy and rainy during January with
average temperatures between 12° C and 14° C (53.6° and 57.2° F).

11. Time
« Antalya time zone: GMT + 3 Hours
12. Electricity
Turkiye operates on 220 volts, 50Hz, with round-prong European-style plugs that fit
into recessed wall sockets/points.
13. Telephone Services

« Telephone services are available at hotels, restaurants and cafés. Pre-paid
mobile telephone cards are available at local cellular shops.

« Dialing is as follows:
(a) Local calls: dial the number directly;
(b) International calls: dial the international direct dial access (00) + country code
+ area code + number.

« To call Turkiye from abroad, dial the international direct dial access + country

code (90) + area code + number. When calling from abroad, the 0 prefix of the
area code should not be dialed.

SECTION 2
HOSPITALITY
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1. Accommodation

According to the APA Charter, the Host Parliament will offer hospitality
(accommodation, meals and local transportation) to official delegates of APA member
parliaments as determined in Article 8, two representatives of each observer
parliament and one representative of each observer organization from 07 January
2023 to 11 January 2023 (4 nights). Delegates who wish to stay additional nights will
have to cover the expenses on their own.

All delegations will stay at the Titanic Mardan Palace Hotel located at Kundu
Mah.,Yasar Sobutay Blv., Mardan Palace Otel Sitesi No:450-1, Aksu/Antalya, Turkiye
Tel: (0242)3104100 E-mail: mardan.palace@titanic.com.tr

Any charges for room service, alcoholic beverages, mini-bar items, laundry,
telephone calls (local or overseas) will be also at the delegates’ own expenses
and the reservation should be guaranteed by credit card. Delegates are required
to check their own extra charges at the Hotel cashier and make their payments before
departure.

In accordance with Article 8 of the Charter of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, the
accommodation of the member countries representatives will be covered by the host
country. For other guests, the hotel’s overnight stay is (for a standard room) 190
Euros, all inclusive.

2. Transportation
Transportation to and from the airport for all official functions will be provided by the

Host Parliament. Speakers of the APA Member Countries’ delegations will each be
provided with a car.

All changes of the arrival and departure of the flight schedules should be
communicated to the Host Parliament Secretariat immediately. Delegates are
responsible for their transportation other than events specified in the working program.

3. Meals and Functions

Breakfast and meals (excluding alcoholic beverages) will be provided for all delegates
at venues specified in the Working Program. Delegates wishing to make other meal
arrangements will meet the cost themselves. All officially hosted participants are
cordially invited to the official functions indicated in the Working program. Delegates
will meet the cost of their own meals if they do not participate official lunch and dinner.

4. Medical Service

Medical care will be at the expense of the participants. The delegates are personally
responsible for any personal insurance against risks. First aid service will be provided
at the hotel.

5. Insurance
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Insurance for personal accident, medical emergencies, loss of luggage and currency
and against any damage will be the responsibility of individual delegate.

SECTION 3
MEETING FACILITIES
1. Registration and Information Desk

All delegates are kindly requested to register at the registration desk at the Hotel's
lobby upon their arrival at the hotel.

Identification badges, and plenary session bags containing the relevant plenary
session materials will be distributed upon registration to all delegates.

The registration and information desk will be set up in the hotel, from January 07" to
January 11" 2023. It will be open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

2. Secretariat Room
The room for the APA and the Host Secretariat will be open from January 07" to
January 11 2023 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The Internet facilities are available at the hotel

free of charge.

Typing and photocopying services will be available at the plenary session secretariat.

SECTION 4
CONTACT PERSONS
- Ms. Elif Esra (-)NAL Tel: +90-312-420 76 26 (gsm: +905302755499)
- Mr. Murat HASTURK Tel: +90-312-420 67 57
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Attachment IV

S Asian APA Executive Council Meeting/Rep/2023/02
§ £ Parliamentary 8 January 2023
./ Assembly Turkiye

Executive Council Meeting

8 January 2023
Antalya, Republic of Turkiye

Final Report

The Executive Council Meeting of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
was held on 8 January 2023 in Antalya, Republic of Turkiye and Parliamentary

delegations from the following member countries participated in the meeting:

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Jordan, Lao DPR, Kuwait, Qatar, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Thailand, UAE, Timor-Leste, Turkiye and Yemen.

1. Adoption of the Agenda:

The Member Parliaments adopted the Draft Agenda. (Attachment [)

2. Election of the Bureau:

The following members of the Bureau were elected by acclamation:
Chairperson: H.E. Mrs. A. ERDOGAN (Turkiye)

Vice Chair: H.E. Ms. G. PASHAYEVA (Azerbaijan)

Rapporteur: H.E. Ms. N. SADIQ (Pakistan)
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3. Remarks by the Chairperson of the Executive Council
Statement of the chairperson of the EC is attached.
4. Report by APA Secretary-General:

Secretary General reported on the activities of Standing Committees as well as

Working Group on Statutory Documents.

(Attachment I1)

5. Consideration of Draft Resolutions of the Standing Committees on:
e Social and Cultural Affairs

Out of the 13 draft resolutions, 11 drafts were adopted and the resolutions on
“Humanitarian Aid and Migrant Workers” were deferred to the next Standing

Committee meeting.

Debates on the two new Draft Resolutions on ”Tourism” were deferred to the

next meeting as well.

(Attachment I11)

e Economic and Sustainable Development

Out of the 8 Draft Resolutions, 6 drafts were adopted with minor changes and
the draft resolutions on Economic Growth and Water and Sanitation were

deferred to the next meeting of the Standing Committee.

(Attachment 1V)

e SC on Political Affairs
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Out of the 9 draft resolution 6 drafts were adopted by consensus. On
consideration of the draft resolution on “Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering
Support for the Palestinian people”, the Palestinian delegation raised the
proposal of establishment of a “Commission” within the APA to address the
Issues concerning Palestine and requested adoption of this proposal due to a
large number of support received from the floor. After exchanges of views
among several delegations, the Chair requested the Palestinian delegation to
give some more details on Terms of References, Modality of Establishment etc,
so that the issue can be addressed step by step. She also offered to accommodate
this proposal in the Draft Antalya Declaration. Draft resolution on “Towards an
Asian Parliament” and the new draft resolution on “Enhancing Cooperation
among the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and
Promote Multilateralism” were deferred to the next Standing Committee

meeting.

The Secretariat announced that due to the fact that the Standing Committee on
Political Affairs has already held its meeting this morning, this Committee will
not be held on 10 January 2023.

(Attachment V)

e SC on Budget and Planning

Consideration of the only draft resolution before this Committee was deferred to

the next Standing Committee meeting.

(Attachment V1)

During the debates over the draft resolutions before the four Standing
Committees, many delegations asked their views/comments to be incorporated

into relevant draft resolutions. In response, the representative of APA
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Secretariat called on the participants to formulate their views and forward them

to the APA Secretariat for consideration at next Standing Committee meetings.

6. Consideration and Adoption of the Report of Working Group on

Statutory Documents

The Chair requested the Secretariat to present the final report of the WG on
Statutory Documents. It was mentioned that the first session of the WG was
held on Oct. 12-13, 2021 in Urgup, Turkiye. In the course of two sessions, the
participating delegations thoroughly discussed over the text of the amended
draft of the APA Charter and out of the 19 Articles 4 Articles were cleared. The

final report of the WG on Statutory Documents was adopted.

The future work of the WG on Statutory Documents was debated among
participants. The Chair proposed the need to change the modality of
approaching the work of this Working Group in order to expedite the process.
She added that “Experts” should be involved and the outcome of their work

should be reviewed by Member Parliaments later on.

(Attachment VI1)

7. Consideration of Nominations of Vice Presidents for 2023

The following member Parliaments volunteered to host the Standing Committee
meetings:

e Economic and Sustainable Development: Kingdom of Bahrain

o Political Affairs: Republic of Iraq

e Budget and Planning: I.R. of Iran

e Social and Cultural: Azerbaijan

8. Consideration of Nominations of APA President for 2024-5
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The Chair as well as the APA Secretary General encouraged participants to
actively and positively consider this item and nominate themselves for the high
position of APA President for 2024-5.

9. Consideration and Adoption of Draft Agenda of the 13th APA Plenary
The draft agenda of the 13th APA Plenary was adopted unanimously.

(Attachment VIII)

10. Request for APA Observer status

1. Consideration of the request of the League of Parliamentarians for
Al-Quds to be granted APA Observer status was deferred to the next

meeting.

2. The request of the Arab Parliament for APA Observer status was

considered and adopted.

3. The request of NAM Parliament Network for APA Observer status was

considered and adopted.

4. The request of International Parliamentarians’ Congress (IPC) for APA

Observer status was considered and adopted.
11. Any other matters

No issue was raised.
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Attachment V

» 7\ Asian SG Work Rep/2023/04

b -] Parliamentary 9 January 2023

/ Assembly Tiirkiye
13th APA Plenary

Antalya, Tiirkiye
8-10 January 2023

Report of the Secretary General
on the work of the Organization

Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor and privilege for me as Secretary General to address the APA 13"Plenary
Session and present my report on the latest activities and the outcome of the APA Standing
Committees and Executive Council meetings.

At the outset, let me congratulate you Madam Chairperson and the Grand National Assembly
of Turkiye for presiding over this important meeting. 1 am confident that under your wise
leadership, we will accomplish the objectives set for this meeting.

Allow me once again to take this opportunity to express on behalf of my colleagues in the
APA Permanent Secretariat and myself, our deepest appreciation to the state officials and the
Grand National Assembly of Turkey, who took the burden of hosting this event through
excellent organization and unique hospitality at the magnificent city of Antalya.

Madam Chairperson,

Distinguished Delegates,

As you are well aware, within a short period after ef the successful holding of the 12th APA
Plenary in December 2019 in Antalya, the world was faced with the dire impacts of the
Corona virus Pandemic followed by the imposition of severe limitations on all the national
and international activities due to health restrictions. Naturally, APA activities were also
negatively affected. The APA Secretariat, ever since the outbreak of the virus crisis, tried to
resume its regular activities under the auspices and unreserved support of its President by
presenting constructive proposal sand initiatives.

APA events in 2020:
1. The virtual meeting of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly on COVID-19 Outbreak was the

first event held by the APA on July 09, 2020. The Meeting hosted by the Grand National
Assembly of Turkey was attended by parliamentary delegations from 19 member countries.
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At this online meeting, the participants briefed their colleagues on their national experiences
in grappling with this deadly Virus and offered statistics as well as important lessons they
learned on how to fight against it in the future The health and economic impacts of this global
pandemic along with the need for Asian solidarity for better recovery response were among
the major items of the general statements at this meeting.

2. Convening of the First Session of the APA Bureau was another important event of the year
2020. This meeting which was hosted and chaired by the Grand National Assembly of
Turkiye, as APA President on December 12,2020 in Ankara, was fully welcomed by
delegations from Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, Irag and Russia in their capacity as members of
the Bureau of the Assembly.

Consideration and adoption of the Decision on “Special Rules of Procedure to Regulate the
Conduct of APA Virtual Sessions” and Decision on “Time-line of the Meeting of the
Standing Committees in year 2021”were also two other items of the Agenda of the meeting.
During the First Bureau Meeting in Ankara, the need for giving this important body its due
weight was unanimously agreed by the participants. The members also underlined the key
role that this body can play in addressing the strategic issues related to the future APA
programs n the course of its session at regular intervals.

APA Regular Sessions in 2021-2022:

In the year 2021,we were in a better state of affairs and on April 6, we held the Coordinating
Meeting of the APA President and Vice-Presidents on Future activities to finalize the
timeline for holding the Standing Committee Meetings as was agreed in the First Bureau
Session in December 2020 in Ankara. At this virtual meeting the Chairs of Standing
Committees agreed on certain dates to hold the SC meetings during the year 2021.

1- Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development

The Committee was hosted and chaired by the Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of
Bahrain on 20 May 2021. Parliamentary delegations from 20 member countries participated
at this virtual meeting. The meeting had before it 8 draft resolutions. Out of the 8 draft
resolutions 6 drafts were considered and adopted by consensus and the remaining 2 drafts
were deferred to the next SC meeting. Heads of the Working Group on Green Funding
(Russia) and WG on Water Crisis (Iran) also presented their reports to the meeting.

2- Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs

The virtual meeting was hosted by Islamic Parliament of Iran on 14 July 2021, in the
presence of parliamentary delegations from25 member countries. After extensive debates, 11
draft resolutions were adopted by consensus and the two remaining draft resolution were
deferred to the next Standing Committee meeting. Two new draft resolutions on “Tourism
Cooperation in Asia” were also introduced by Turkiye and Iran and adopted in principle. On
the Agenda item “Consideration of the Situation of Women Parliamentarians in Asia”,
member parliaments from Iran, Pakistan, Philippines, Yemen, Bangladesh, and U.A.E.
presented their views.

3- Standing Committee on Budget and Planning
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The Committee was hosted virtually on 4 August 2021 in Moscow and hosted by the state
Duma of Russian Federation. The 13 member countries participating at the meeting
considered the only draft resolution before the Committee on “Planning APA Budge” and
debated over the amount of the Assessed Contribution, its background and the APA model of
payment. In conclusion, consideration of the original text and amendments were deferred to
the next SC meeting.

4- The Second APA Bureau Session

The Second Bureau Session was hosted and chaired by Turkiye as APA President on October
12-13, 2021 in Urgiip. Parliamentary delegations from Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran and Turkiye
participated in the Meeting as members of the Bureau. At this meeting “Model of payment”
as fundamental pillars of an international organization and the responses of the APA
members to the three models of payment suggested by the Secretariat, were considered by the
members of the Bureau. After an extensive exchange of views, it was decided that this issue
be placed in the agenda of the next meetings. The Bureau also adopted some
recommendations regarding the method of work of the WG on the Statutory Documents.
Nomination of the APA President and Vice-Presidents for 2022-2023 was also in the agenda
of the Second Bureau Meeting and debated extensively.

5- Working Group on Statutory Documents

The First Session of the APA Working Group on Statutory Document was held on October
12-13, 2021, in Urgip, Turkiye. The Meeting was hosted and chaired by Turkiye and
parliamentary delegations from Bahrain, Iran, Kuwait, Palestine and Turkiye participated in
the Meeting as members of the WG and delegations from Indonesia, Jordan, Pakistan and
UAE participated at this meeting in their capacity of “interested countries”.

At the first meeting of the WG, procedure for consideration and adoption of documents and
amendments and the sequence of consideration of the APA Statutory Documents were
adopted and in the course of two sessions, the participating delegations discussed the Draft
Amended Text of the APA Charter. | would like to once again thank and appreciate the
Grand National Assembly of Turkiye for hosting the first WG session, and request to other
members of the WG to host the next sessions of this important WG.

6-Standing Committee on Political Affairs

As you are aware the virtual meeting of the SC on Political Affairs scheduled for 23
December 2021, was canceled and Turkiye as APA President generously accepted to hold
this meeting back to back of the 13" Plenary Session on January 8 here in Antalya. At this
meeting... member parliaments were participated and we discussed and adopted 6 draft
resolutions by consensus and consideration and deliberation on 3 draft resolution were
deferred to the next SC meeting.

7- APA Coordinating Meeting on the sideline of the IPU Assembly
APA Secretariat with full support of the APA president succeeded to hold three Coordination

Meetings on the sideline of the 143, 144 and 145 IPU Assemblies in Madrid (November
2021), Bali, (March 2022) and Kigali (October 2022)respectively.
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APA Coordinating meetings are usually chaired by the APA President or his representative
and the APA Secretary General reports to the APA parliamentary delegations from APA
Member Parliaments on major regional and international issues as well as the activities of our
organization. In effect, APA Coordinating meetings on the sideline of the IPU Assembly is
also considered as valuable opportunity for the APA Parliamentary delegations to coordinate
their positions on various IPU draft resolutions and emergency items.

APA sponsored academic and scientific Webinars

As you may recall in my report to the 12" Plenary in 2019,I committed myself to try to
organize academic and scientific seminars within the APA framework. |1 am glad to report to
you today that during the last 2years, we have been able to organize two such events in Iran.

1. The Virtual Meeting on Women and Family —Based Economy which was held on March 9,
2021 in Tehran, Iran. The Meeting was hosted by the Islamic Parliament of Iran and
parliamentary delegations from 25 Asian Parliaments participated in the Meeting. Attaching
special attention to the situation of women and making efforts to curb further vulnerability of
women in the aftermath of the Corona virus outbreak, paving the grounds for participation of
women in economic and political arena, and creating appropriate legal bedrock to increase
participation of women in line with development and job creation, were amongst the issues
debated at this Meeting.

2. The Parliamentary Forum on Research and Library Cooperation was held in virtual
format on May 17, 2022. This event was organized and hosted by the APA Secretariat to
mark the 15th anniversary of APA parliamentary achievements in Asia. As a welcome
initiative undertaken for the first time by the APA Secretariat, the Forum received support of
a good number of MPs, academia, researchers and legislative experts from among the APA
member countries who gained the opportunity to bring about a lively deliberative assembly in
an interactively scientific environment. Participants also underscored parliamentary research
cooperation as the centerpiece of better representation, lawmaking and oversight.

Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates,

In conclusion, I would like to raise with you the highly important issue of Presidency of APA
for the year 2024-2025.As you are aware it was expected that the 13th APA Plenary be held
during the last two months of 2021. However, despite all the efforts made by the APA
President and myself in the course of the 2021 and 2022 , and 2023 the Plenary Meeting
could not be convened due to the absence of a new candidate for presidency. During the last
two years | as SG used all regional and international gathering to appeal to all potential
candidates to positively consider their candidature for high position of APA Presidency for
2024-5 and for Vice- Presidency for the 2023.1 continue to be in touch with all the interested
countries and | sincerely hope that I will be in a position to announce the name of the APA
President for the term of the 2024-2025 very soon.

Last but not the least, | am compelled to once again wholeheartedly thank and appreciate the
speaker of GNAT,H.E. Prof. Mustafa SENTOP and his APA representative H.E. Mrs.
Asuman ERDOGAN for their tireless efforts for the realization of the lofty goals of the APA
and for the burden of three consequent presidency of APA since 2017 on their shoulders. We
at the Secretariat, always commend the excellent and exemplary administration of the APA
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affairs since the time the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye took over the APA Presidency
and in particular during the last three years of global pandemic.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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Attachment VI

Brief Note Of
Bangladesh

On

“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”

13th Plenary Session of the Executive Council Meeting of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
8-10 January 2023, Ankara, Turkey

Bismillah-Hir-Rahmanir-Raheem

Honorable Chair, member of Delegation, a very good morning/ afternoon,
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First of all, | would like to thank you with our warmest gratitude on behalf of our Delegation
from Bangladesh for Inviting us to the executive council meeting of APA.

Dear colleagues

Bangladesh maintains her steadfast commitment to multilateralism and diplomacy.
Bangladesh firmly believes that multilateralism is an effective process to promote peace,
security and ensure human development through collective action and find a just solution to

the competing and complex global challenges and issues.

Multilateral mechanism was a safeguard for Bangladesh during our struggle for
independence in 1971. Due to this very reason Pakistan’s effort supported by few countries
to crack down the movement of the Bangalee people for their right to self-determination
were not successful. The UN agencies came forward to help the million refugees who took
shelter in our friendly neighboring India during the war of Independence. After
independence, Bangladesh became a member of the UN in 1974 and many countries of the
world recognized Bangladesh as a sovereign state because of Our liberal values and
adherence to the principles of the UN Charter. Bangladesh is a constant supporter of
peaceful settlement of international disputes through dialogue and diplomacy. Bangladesh
does not want to see any war or armed conflicts anywhere in the globe as we know how the

innocent people, in particular women and children suffer during war and armed conflicts.

The statement ‘Friendship to all and malice to none’ advocated by Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the cornerstone of Bangladesh’s foreign policy. On
6 December 2022, the UN resolution titled ‘International Year of Dialogue as a Guarantee of
Peace, 2023’ incorporated this historic quote of Bangabandhu. As an ardent advocate of
global humanity and peace, Bangladesh actively participated in the negotiation for inclusion
of our foreign policy dictum in the UN resolution as it is very much relevant now and again

to promote constructive cooperation, dialogue and mutual understanding.

Bangladesh under the leadership of our Prime Minister H.E Sheikh Hasina continues to
contribute to the multilateral system. Bangladesh believes that collective attention and
action are needed more robustly than ever to address the cross-cutting and competing
global issues such as climate change, geopolitical tensions, humanitarian and migration

issues. Bangladesh is the flag-bearer of the norm-setting resolution on “Culture of Peace” in
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the United Nations which was adopted on 13 September 1999. Bangladesh considers the
“Culture of Peace” as an overarching notion strengthening the message for peace in years to

come and moving beyond the landmark Agenda 2030.

Bangladesh takes pride as the leading peacekeeping nation and for our contribution to
global peace. Despite unprecedented challenges of the pandemic, our peacekeepers are
serving in some of the most difficult places across the globe with utmost dedication.
Bangladesh stands committed to the principles laid down in the United Nations (UN) Charter
highlighting ‘peaceful settlement of international disputes and maintenance of global peace
and security’. The vow for establishing peace and security by Bangladeshi peacekeepers
comes from the principles enshrined in the Constitution of Bangladesh. The Preamble to the

Constitution reads ".... We may prosper in freedom and may make our full contribution
towards international peace and cooperation in keeping with the progressive aspirations of
mankind." We as always been responding promptly to the United Nations’ call for
strengthening world peace and stability. Currently, a total of 7181
(October 2022)Bangladeshi peacekeepers are deployed in different UN peacekeeping
missions. Bangladesh co-sponsored the UN Security Council Resolution 1325, also known as
resolution on Women, Peace and Security and played a leading role in garnering support for
this resolution during our Presidency of the UN Security Council. The Resolution 1325

emphasizes women's equal participation for the maintenance and promotion of peace and

security.

Multilateralism manifests the collective willingness to cooperate with multi-stakeholders
under a rule based system and strengthens liberal values. Multilateral institutions like the
UN, IMF, World Bank, WTO emerged to provide a rule based structure for political and
economic relations among the countries. The rule based system guided nations through the
last seven decades. The COVID pandemic followed by the Russia-Ukraine conflicts trapped
global actors in a mindset of protectionism and isolationism. The state actors are seen as
ever more reluctant to channel funds to multilateral institutions and to engage into binding
agreements. The changed power dynamics has shown less interest in preventive diplomacy.
Efforts to resolve crises are often being taken once they have broken out. Multilateral

efforts to address climate change have made symbolic progress at best. The Palestine issue
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has become a glaring example of how multilateralism has utterly failed to deliver. The
Rohingya Crises needs more Multilateral effort in sending back Rohingya Community to
Myanmar, to their home where they belong. There is an overall deficit of confidence of the
global audience in UN mechanisms, which could not live up to their expectation and deliver
its primary responsibility of maintaining international peace and security. On the human
rights agenda, the UN system has not done justice to the principle of non-selectivity,

objectivity and non-politicization of the rights issues.

Given the erosion of multilateralism and the reasons thereof, there is no alternative to
international liberal order and the win-win dynamic inherent to international cooperation.
Multilateralism is not over; rather it is needed more than ever in its refreshed form. It is the

guestion of remaining relevant.

Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) can be torch bearer of promoting Multilateralism.
important issues which needs to be addressed jointly, quickly and effectively can be pushed
in platforms’ such as the UN through APA and to other regional and international bodies.
We welcome this meeting as a step forward as an effective multilateralism engagement. |
on behalf of Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury Hon’ble Speaker of Bangladesh National
Parliament once again congratulate the Host for the all-important meeting and wonderful

hospitality.

Thank you very much.
Alhaj Syed Nazibul Bashar Maizvandary MP

Team Leader of Bangladesh Delegation
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Statement by Hon. Prof. Dr. TY SOKUN, Head of Delegation

of Cambodia’s Parliament at the 13th Plenary Session of APA

“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics”
A Very Good Afternoon!
- Honorable Madame Chairperson;
- Honorable Distinguished APA Delegations and Observer Delegations;
- Honorable APA Secretaries-General,
- Ladies and Gentlemen!
It is with great pleasure and honor that | am here today, to present my view on
behalf of my fellow Cambodian delegates and the Cambodian Parliament at the
13th Plenary Session of APA. This event is a true testimonial to the work ethic
and expertise of our organizers, the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye, of
which | offer my fullest plaudit and gratitude.
Again, | echo the sentiment that without the efforts of our respective nations in
the battle against COVID-19, we would not all be here today. | encourage that
we bring this very same spirit and sense of togetherness to our next chapter
together in the pursuit of complete multilateralism, which is the topic I am
excited to be able to discuss with you all at this 13th APA Plenary Session.
Cambodia, as a developing nation has mutually benefited from the ties,
knowledge, and expertise it has shared and continues to share with so many
other nations. Now with the world facing more interwoven issues than ever
before, never has global efforts and solutions been so crucial, and certainly
never has multilateralism become such a necessity.
As the Chair of ASEAN in 2022, Cambodia with the support of its ASEAN
Member States and partners, was successful in hosting the 43rd AIPA General
Assembly, and the 40th and 41st ASEAN Summits as well as Related Summits,
which were successful in adopting numerous key instrumental documents aimed
at promoting a sustainable, inclusive, and a more resilient ASEAN. In fact, a lot
of emphasis has been placed on Human Resource Development through
educational reform and vocational training to ensure that both men and women
alike receive adequate capacity to undergo and take advantage of opportunities
provided by global trends including the newly introduced digitalization efforts,
circular economy, the green economy, and the ASEAN FTA among others. The
ASEAN Green Deal was also most recently proposed to ensure ASEAN’s
sustainable recovery and green future. Cambodia now underlines how none of
these achievements would be possible without the mechanism which also stands

Page 76 of 264



as today’s hot topic, multilateralism. With the rise of numerous geopolitical
rivalries/wars, crimes and drugs trafficking, as well as the ongoing food and
energy insecurity crisis, cooperation that respects international law based on the
principles of national sovereignty and territorial integrity of the UN Charter is
needed more than ever before. As such, multilateralism, which gives priority to
convergence as well as enhanced mutually beneficial cooperation and
partnership on equal basis, people-to-people relations, and the promotion of the
rule of law, democracy, human rights, and good governance, has proven and
will continue to prove to be so crucial to contributing to resolving these
challenges.

To achieve this level of thriving multilateral cooperation, Cambodia, drawing
from our own experience, propose that numerous steps be set out and achieved:

1. First, we must look to ensure a sustainable and resilient recovery by
introducing a regional regulatory roadmap on Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) approach with clear mechanisms and action plans to
enhance our resilience and guide our investment into a clean and renewable
energy transition.

2. Second, given the interconnected nature of today’s world, the success of the
entire world depends on the success of each individual country. As such, we
must ensure that all our respective nations are equipped with the capacity,
knowledge, and technical expertise to perform what is asked of it when faced
with impending challenges that require urgent and concrete global actions at all
levels.

3. Thirdly, we must truly embrace the idea of “no one gets left behind”, when
looking to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and SDGs.
As such, people must be at the center of our efforts, whilst facets such as digital
and financial inclusion, social protection, gender equality, and people-centered
development must be uplifted wherever and whenever possible.

4. Second to last, Cambodia encourages further strengthening of multilateralism
with the United Nations, which should adopt a more democratic, inclusive, and
representative approach to deal with problems that dominates today’s global
context. Given its central role, the United Nations should aim to become
nimbler and more responsive to its Member States needs. To ensure a higher
level of inclusivity and representation, Cambodia particularly urges the
revamping of a UN Security Council that increases its representation of
developing countries which comprise most of its Member States.
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5. Fifth, we need to further enhance parliamentary cooperation and partnership
in promoting human rights, democracy, good governance, including Women,
Peace, and Security Agenda, as well as look to accelerate community building
through the harmonization of regional/global legal frameworks.

As we look to find global efforts and solutions to global challenges, we should
seek to keep in mind the African old proverb, “if you want to go quickly, go
alone. If you want to go far, go together”. We need to go far and quickly. Lest
we risk, coming short at the final hurdle, we must see multilateralism as our
means to galvanizing the necessary international cooperation and solidarity for
the global community to succeed and achieve shared prosperity for all.

Thank you very much with all my best wishes for a great successful deliberation
and productive 13th APA Plenary Session!
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Remarks by Hon. Mr. Chen Fuli of the NPC of
China

At the 13th Plenary Session of the APA

Mr. Chairman, Dear Colleagues,

| wish to begin by expressing heartfelt thanks to the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye on behalf of the National People's Congress of China for
the thoughtful arrangements for hosting this Plenary.

The world is undergoing profound changes unseen in a century. As
changes of the world, of our times and of history are accelerating, the world
and Asia are once again at a crossroads. Peace and development remain the
theme of our times and the common aspiration of Asian people. We
parliamentarians, as representatives of the people, should actively respond to
their calls, uphold and practice true multilateralism, and play a bigger role in
promoting peace, stability and development in Asia.

First, we need to jointly safeguard peace and security in Asia. We should
firmly uphold the international order underpinned by international law and the
basic norms governing international relations built on the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter, and uphold Asian values and development paths
and political systems that suit the national conditions of various countries.
President Xi Jinping proposed the Global Security Initiative, which advocates a
vision of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security,
offering a fundamental solution to eliminating “the peace deficit”. China is
ready to work with other Asian countries to commit ourselves to the path of
peaceful development and take concrete actions to put the Initiative into
action.

Second, we need to promote win-win cooperation in Asia. At present, the
Asian economy is facing growing risks, with disruptions to the stability of
regional industrial and supply chains. The Global Development Initiative put
forth by President Xi Jinping has boosted the collective efforts to drive global
economic recovery and accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. It is necessary that we stay development-oriented,
defend the multilateral trading regime with the WTO as the cornerstone,
ensure a free and open global market, promote integrated economic
development, so as to bring more benefits to our people.
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Third, we need to work together for unity and progress in Asia. History has
proved and will continue to prove that mutually beneficial cooperation will
replace zero-sum game, and multilateralism will win over unilateralism. Asian
countries should guard against and resist attempts by certain countries outside
the region to introduce the Cold War mentality into the region and incite
confrontation between blocs. Countries, no matter their size and strength, and
both in and outside the region, should all follow the trend of the times
featuring peace, development and win-win cooperation and contribute to an
Asian family of unity and progress together.

The 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China held last
October made strategic plans for comprehensively building a modern socialist
country and comprehensively promoting the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation. China will unswervingly pursue Chinese-style modernization and create
more development opportunities for other countries. The National People's
Congress of China stands ready to strengthen exchanges and cooperation with
the APA and all other legislatures to jointly promote regional development and
stability, uphold true multilateralism and build an Asian community with a
shared future.

Thank you!
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13™ PLENARY SESSION OF THE ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY,
8 - 10 January 2023
Antalya, Turkey

INTERVENTION BY THE HEAD OF THE CYPRUS DELEGATION TO THE APA,
Mr. NICOS TORNARITIS, MP

“PROMOTING MULTILATERALISM IN THE CHANGING GLOBAL DYNAMICS"”

Dear Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

It is a great pleasure to be able to address you in person as we finally meet again in
Plenary after a long hiatus as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. The three years
that have passed since our last meeting have been particularly challenging for all of
us.

The Covid - 19 pandemic highlighted in no uncertain terms that we live in an
interdependent and interconnected world. In order to recover from the pandemic
and to successfully tackle the many challenges of our times it is imperative that we
pull our forces together. Global challenges require global solutions, and in this
context, supporting multilateralism and international solidarity is the only way
forward.

Steered by the principles and values we must ensure that the international
community and the APA member parliaments take on board the lessons learned
from the pandemic and use them as an opportunity to invest in the values of
solidarity and trust so that we can rebuild our world and secure a more sustainable
future for the planet and our people. It is now time for a systemic shift towards
more inclusive economies, for more resilient, just and equal societies, for improving
digital cooperation and for more effective youth engagement. But most importantly,
it is now time for a stronger and inclusive multilateral system.

As parliamentarians, we have a key role to play in this respect. We must use the
many challenges we are facing as an opportunity to redesign a more sustainable and
resilient world. Our role is crucial in this process as it is parliaments that approve
budgets, hold governments to account and serve as the connection between people
and governance.

Our most significant contribution, as parliamentarians who embrace multilateral
cooperation, should be through the promotion of the UN Sustainable Development
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Goals. National parliaments should play a fundamental role in promoting
development and achieving the SDGs, through joint initiatives, actions and synergies
and exchange of best practices. Furthermore, as APA legislators, we must ensure,
through our legislative and scrutiny functions, that our governments possess the
necessary institutional and financial tools to implement this agenda.

Cyprus is committed to the implementation of a sustainable development policy, in
line with UN Agenda 2030, actively upholding international cooperation on related
issues. Furthermore, due to its geostrategic position at the crossroads of Asia, Africa
and Europe, Cyprus has the ability to act as a connecting hub between Europe, the
Middle East and Asia. This is a role we are actively pursuing in recent years. The
House of Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus has already activated Trilateral
Summits, mainly at the level of Presidents of Parliaments with countries of the
Eastern Mediterranean region. The fields of energy, tourism and education and
culture were identified as priorities, on which we resolved to focus our joint
initiatives and actions for the production of tangible results. We remain open to
extending these collaboration mechanisms even further, with the aim of contributing
to stability and peace in our turbulent region.

I am convinced that, through exhibiting strong political will and determination, the
APA can be a shining example of regional cooperation, which leads to tangible
progress and advances that respond to the growing everyday needs and aspirations
of our citizens. Times ahead will be difficult. Now is the time to add substantial value
as parliamentarians and in the context of parliamentary diplomacy, to global efforts
towards securing a better future for our citizens and generations to come by
upholding multilateralism based on universal principles and values and by promoting
unity, solidarity and inclusiveness.

Thank you.
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Draft Speech on the General Debate on the theme of the Plenary entitled
“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics” for the use
of the Indian Parliamentary Delegation at the Executive Council Meeting
and 13th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) to be
held in Antalya (Turkey) from 8 — 10 January 2023.

Hon’ble Chairperson and Distinguished Delegates

e [ would like to thanks H.E. Mr. Mustafa Sentop, President of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye for his warm hospitality and excellent
arrangements for the meeting. In the present era of globalization, no
country can afford to live in isolation as events in one part of the world
are affecting other regions across the globe. The Covid-19 crisis not only
has demonstrated the need for further strengthening of multilateral
solutions but also the need of new and reformed multilateral institutions
which are well equipped to deal with the new challenges.

e The need of the hour is to come together and evolve consensus and
strengthen multilateral institutions to tackle common challenges before
humanity which have consequences, irrespective of borders, regions,
gender, age, race and nationality. The challenges such as climate change
and terrorism that we face today can be solved only by working together
through hope, harmony and healing.

e As a founding member of the UN, India steadfastly remains committed
to multilateral diplomacy in its approach to deal with major challenges to
international peace and security, along with issues of sustainable and
inclusive development.

¢ India always believes in rule of law and a fair & equitable international
order of things. | want to emphasize that India is committed to promote
responsible & inclusive solutions to challenges and conflicts marked by
geopolitical and economic power shifts.

e Hon’ble Chairperson, India’s philosophy is anchored in our way of life
and civilizational ethos of Vasudhaiva-Kutumbkam (The world is one
family) and Sarvodaya (The Welfare of All Humanity).

e India is in strong favor for reforming the present structure of
multilateralism, including that of the UN and other international
organizations in order for them to accurately reflect the contemporary
world realities and enable them to deal appropriately with its current
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challenges such as emerging environmental issues, stimulating green
finance and establishment of energy market.

e Distinguished Delegates, you may be aware that there is prevalent
concern at the inadequacy of the existing multilateral institutions to
deliver results or meet new challenges like climate justice and growing
conflicts. In this context, we should evolve a consensus in a mission
mode manner to restructure multilateral institutions to present global
dynamics, which becomes more important in post-COVID19 era.

e A nation deeply committed to democracy and multilateralism, India had
made reformed multilateralism a priority for its two-year tenure in the
UN Security Council that it completed in December 2022.

e India’s External Affairs Minister had spoken at the General Debate of the
77" session of the UN General Assembly and I quote “The reform of
governance of multilateral financial institutions will continue to be one of
our core priorities. We believe that multipolarity, rebalancing, fair
globalization and reformed multilateralism cannot be kept in abeyance.
The call for reformed multilateralism- with reforms of the Security
Council at its core - enjoys considerable support among UN members.”
The reform of the UN system is essential in order to make it fit for
purpose.

e Present India's G20 Presidency seeks to play a vital role by finding
pragmatic global solutions for the wellbeing of all so that no one is left
behind.

e Whether it is vital issue of reform of the United Nations Security
Council to reflect contemporary realities or call for more transparency
and accountability in institutions like International Monetary Fund
(IMF), World Bank (WB), World Trade Organization (WTO) and
World Health Organization (WHO), | believe, there is general agreement
that these institutions should stand for those countries whose issues have
remained unattended to for decades altogether.

e Hon’ble Chairperson, | believe all distinguished delegates here will
agree that it is the responsibility of all the Parliamentarians at national
and international forums to bring into focus the important impending
issues such as Food Security, Energy Justice, Poverty eradication,
Sanitation for All, Climate Change and Sustainable Development.

e Distinguished Delegates, last but not the least, | also want to share that
India always has been at forefront in lending prompt support to its
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Immediate and distant neighbours alike, with food supplies, fighting
against the pandemic by providing vaccines under Vaccine Maitri, other
medical equipments and active cooperation in development of clean
energy resources, especially under the ambit of multilateral bodies like
International Solar Alliance (ISA).

e Therefore, as public servants and parliamentarians, we should focus on
finding comprehensive and integrated solutions, harmonizing national
choices and international priorities at multilateral forums. All these
efforts will ensure that Parliamentary cooperation will play an effective
role in strengthening and reforming multilateral institutions to make them
fit for purpose to respond to global challenges of our times.

Thank You.
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His  Excellency President of Asian
Parliamentary Assembly (APA) and Speaker
of the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye,
Excellencies Speakers and Vice-Speakers of
the APA Parliament Members,

Honorable Delegates,

Honorable Secretary General of the APA,
Distinguished Guests, and Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Assalamualaikum Wr. Wb,
May peace and health be upon us all,

First of all, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude
and high appreciation to the APA Secretariat and the
Grand National Assembly of Turkiye for hosting this
13t Plenary Session. It is an honor to be here among
distinguished parliament leaders and delegates from
Asian countries.

In this moment, T would like to emphasize that this
parliamentary meeting is very timely in the middle of
recent global uncertainty. Today we are facing
numerous dynamic and multifaceted global challenges
such as security threats, economic uncertainty,
political instability, as well as climate change impact.

I hope this Plenary Session would become a new
milestone for APA to actively engage in solving various
global and regional challenges along with harnessing
Asian potentials.
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Honorable Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Asia is on its way of becoming epicenter of growth. We
are now witnessing its massive development, where the
economy will account for more than half of the world
GDP by 2050 or even sooner.!

With the immense growth, we may say that Asia is the
center point and the future of the world. Not only we
are blessed with the massive growth, we also are
enriched with demographic bonus, fast advancement
of technology, diverse socio-cultural community as
well as huge economic and social capitals.

These potentials must be endeavoured as we are also
facing challenges. Inequality and development gap;
regional security issues; as well as complex domestic
affairs are happening in our region. We also have to
overcome the prolonged humanitarian crises across
the region due to external military interventions, civil
wars, and repressive regime.

Until today, we still perceive the endless sufferings of
Palestinian people as impacted by occupation of Israel
authority; human rights crises against Rohingya
people in Myanmar; discrimination and violence
against Uyhgur minority ethnic in Xinjiang Province;
as well as socio-economic uncertain situation in
Afghanistan, Syria, and Yemen.

! Asia 2050: Realizing the Asian Century, Asian Development Bank
2022
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Asian region is one of the most conflict-prone and most
dynamic region in the world in terms of political-
security.

Homnorable Delegates,

We should seek multilateralism as the way for us facing
the global dynamics. The spirit of multilateralism
should be utilized to promote fair and inclusive
cooperation among us, the Asian countries.

Indonesia would like to highlight that multilateralism
should overcome the geopolitical tensions,
competition and rivalry, and also the unilateral
arrangements, which only resulted in distrust and
misperceptions.

Unilateral sanctions are imposed in a very biased way
and in contrast with the spirit of diplomacy, dialogue,
and equality. Sanctions should be imposed only for
those who break international laws and violate human
rights such as genocide, minority displacement, and
ethnic cleansing.

We also have noticed that multilateralism nowadays
often deals with hypocrisy and double standards. For
example, we are taking notes on Israeli-Palestinian
crisis, Russia-Ukraine conflict, and issues of
Afghanistan and Syria.

For that, Indonesia would like to urge the APA
Members to move forward beyond the stigma, and
become the solution through our multilateral
cooperation in this forum.

4
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In the multilateralism spirit, we may be benefited from
the splendid economic and development growth in our
region. As we are striving for a much better Asian
region, APA should be the agent of change, not just
routine business as usual.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As parliamentarians, we have moral and institutional
responsibility to promote a closer, a stronger, and a
fairer cooperation among nations. As parliamentarians
in Asian countries, along with APA principles, we must
be at the forefront of promoting dialogue and
diplomacy in resolving conflicts and creating peace in
our region as oppose to unilateral sanctions.

Mutual understanding and cooperations among
parliamentarians are a strong basis to support the
development of Asia.

To conclude, I would like to encourage all APA
Members of Parliament to continue to maximize and
be benefited upon this forum. APA must take the
opportunity to strengthen the spirit of regionalism and
take more concrete and actionable actions.

Indonesia is fully committed in strengthening
regionalism and multilateralism as important
frameworks of cooperation in building a more equal
and more sustainable world.

Thank you.
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

H.E. Mr. Mustafa Sentop - Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkey and President of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Your Excellencies, Speakers of Parliaments, Heads and Members of
Asian Parliamentary Delegations,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Peace and blessings to you all

On behalf of H. E. Mr. Ahmed Abdulaziz Al-Sadoun - Speaker of the
National Assembly of Kuwait, my fellow members of the delegation of the
Kuwaiti Inter-Parliamentary Group and myself, I would like to extend my
sincere thanks and great gratitude to the friendly Republic of Turkey and the
Grand National Assembly of Turkey for the warm reception and hospitality,
and to extend my thanks to the Secretariat of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly for the efforts exerted to organize the meeting of the 13" plenary
session, wishing the work of this meeting all success.

Ladies and Gentiemen,

The change in global dynamics in our world today is alarming with dire
consequences, unless we all set the course right by promoting
multilateralism to ensure peace and security, achieve development and
facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the peoples of Asia, at a
time when conflicts multiplied and unprecedented varieties of suffering were
born, which shook the confidence of people in the ability to provide peaceful
solutions by the international community.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our region has not been immune to what the whole world is exposed to in
facing the challenges of the forces of isolation and extreme nationalism,
which are now directly threatening the course of the international order that
is based on multilateralism, law and justice. This drives us to strive for an
effective commitment to the implementation of the sustainable development
goal 17, which is to build partnerships for shared universal values and to
promote multilateralism in the light of international transformations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is no secret to you, ladies and gentlemen, that we live in a time when
confidence in political institutions has plummeted with the emergence of
anxiety and uncertainty about the future, and the difficulty of predicting it. It
is our common duty, as parliamentarians, to show the world that the
multilateral system is one that defends democracy and brings our peoples'
issues to international platforms, and that it is also the link between local and
global affairs. Therefore, we need new forms of cooperation that operate
outside traditional structures and go beyond bureaucratic systems, in order to
implement the necessary changes according to global dynamics on an equal
basis between states as realistic reforms to regional and international
parliamentary organizations.
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The State of Kuwait attaches great attention to the concept of collective
security, as the 1991 liberation process is considered a historical model that
embodies a successful example of multilateralism. The first line of defense
for this small and safe country was the existence of a global multilateral
system that applies the legitimate decisions issued by the United Nations
Security Council, such as Resolution (678) at the time. It is also the meeting
line for achieving justice for the Palestinian cause which suffers from the
oppression and crimes of the Israeli occupation which violates international
charters and resolutions to this day.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We must guide our national governments towards adopting many domestic
legal amendments that stand against international agreements and treaties
that support multilateralism, and seek concerted efforts to raise societal
awareness of the changing global dynamics and their impact on our nations,
and setting plans and strategies based on more effective foundations to
advance all necessary policies and implement them to address global issues
by collective action, whether by individuals, institutions, or organizations,
which contributes to promoting multilateralism in all societies.

In conclusion, we highly appreciate what the Republic of Turkey has done,
especially His Excellency President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in finding
peaceful solutions and mediating in the Russian-Ukrainian war and his
initiative with the United Nations to save the world from the food crisis and
guarantee a safe passage for grain, food and energy crisis.

Thank you for your kind attention, may God’s peace and mercy be upon you

The State of Huwait cughlialga
National Assembly aoill yulao
www.kna.kw 13008 alanii 716 u.gp LAl adall ¢l

media@kna.kw

T 22002000 P.O. Box 716 Safat, Postal Code13008, Kuwait
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Statement by
Honorable Mr. Issara Sereewatthanawut
Head of the Thai National Assembly Delegation
at the General Debate during the 13" Plenary Session
of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
“Promoting Multilateralism in the Changing Global Dynamics™
8 - 10" January 2023
Antalya, Republic of Tiirkiye

Mr. Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye, and President of
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly or APA,

Mr. Secretary-General of the APA,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour and a great pleasure to be here and to address you all
at this 13" Plenary Session of the APA.

Allow me to first express my heartfelt thanks to His Excellency Professor
Mustafa Sentop, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye, for your
outstanding role as the Chairperson of this Session and for welcoming us with
the kind and warm hospitality. I would like to also extend my gratitude to
Mr. Mohammad Reza Majidi, Secretary-General of the APA, for your impressive
work on behalf of the organization.

What a dynamic decade we all have had. As the world keeps evolving from
the Globalization, to the Disruptions of technology and pandemic, and then
the Complexion of geo-political conflicts, we, as parliamentarians, have had and
still will have to help our people not only to withstand the impacts of
the circumstances but also to adapt themselves to the changes not to be left
behind. To name a few key issues; hunger and health; poverty and inequality;
violence: physical and digital; climate change and demographic shift.

Thus, we must be aware of these extra responsibilities we are elected
to carry; to innovate new ways out, to instill a stronger-than-ever resilience in
our people, and to increase the efficiency of every measure as time and resource
are limited.
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Mr. Chairperson,
Honorable Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In 2021, the trade value of the Asian region’s global merchandise
accounted for over one-third of the world’s exports, and despite the pandemic,
the economy in Asia still overperformed the rest of the world. However,
the region still faces with various problems. First, there were 425 million
undernourished people in Asia who were struggling with hunger.

Second, some parts of Asia lost millions of people in 2018 to cancer while
the whole region lost around one and a half million to Covid-19 thus far and
counting.

Third, 17 major natural disasters in Asia fell across the spectrum in 2022;
floods, droughts, heatwaves, earthquakes, and landslides. And on top of these,
the Asian people also suffered more from other damages caused by the man-made
disasters like corruption, carbon emission, inequality, illiteracy, etc.

Does history teach us lessons that, rather than the military war, these crises
aforementioned are in fact the wars that should be worth fighting? And beyond
that, we, also need to prepare for the upcoming ageing society of which, by 2050,
a quarter of Asian population will be over 60 years old. Looking ahead,
our crucial missions are truly challenging and even tougher if each country
decides to handle them alone.

So, should this be the time that Multilateralism be intensely empowered to
combat the crises over crises ever happened? Should this be the time to rally our
power and spirit together to create new ways out? Should this be the time to
enhance the quantum leap of Multilateralism to advance both resilience and
sustainability in Asia? For this, I propose to you the potential resolution that
I thought worth calling for:

The first is Ultra-Commitment: If the highly-motivated pledge can be
constructed and the steadfast commitments can be induced, it will lead all
participants to seriously engage in accomplishing the missions we all set out to
execute.
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The second is Absolute Cooperation: When each country dares to share and
cares to spare, either affordable information, expertise, or resource, the aggregate
force needed for effective multilateralism will be made feasible and the potentials
to overcome challenges or uncertainty will be enabled.

The third is Total Collaboration: The all-in dedication and all-around
support are required to make multilateralism work. And for this, communication
technology is the vital element in getting us closer and working together.

Last but not least, the Super-Coordination: In order to make multilateralism
matter, not only the interests of each country need to be aligned, but also
the understandings from all 4 pillars of democracy, notably Legislature,
Executive, Judiciary and the Media, must be synchronized and orchestrated well.

Distinguished parliamentarians,

As the world intensively turns more dynamic, there may not be many
resources left for us to test and not much time to waste. At this very moment, let
multilateralism be another effective mechanism to help us create sustainability,
resiliency and prosperity for our region at best possible. Thank you for your kind
attention.

Page 97 of 264



PR N P B N
PIGCIINE T WP T e

Speech of the Head of the UAE Parliamentary Division Delegation
in the Proceedings of the 13th Plenary Session of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly.

(5 Minutes)

Antalya, Tiirkiye

January 8-10 2023

Page 98 of 264



;.n_._::l g—itogtt ,-.L_;.;.;l

PIEERCSNE [} WP [V WS |}

Your Excellencies Parliament Speakers and Members,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the UAE Parliamentary Division, I am pleased to express my appreciation
and gratitude to the Republic of Tiirkiye for its outstanding efforts in hosting the
proceedings of the 13th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, and for the
distinguished preparation for this session, which is being held in the midst of escalating

international and regional challenges.

Perhaps the crises and challenges of the international reality underscore the urgent need for
multilateral diplomacy, because the indirect or indirect contribution multilateralism to
addressing international crises is the main way to contain the ramifications of these crises.
We in the United Arab Emirates believe that multilateralism should be dominated by the
values of tolerance and human brotherhood, the dialogue of civilizations and the
convergence of religions on shared universal values. Then came the Document on Human
Fraternity, signed in February 2019 in Abu Dhabi between the leaders of the two largest
religions in the world, for the sake of global peace and coexistence, and promotion of a

culture of tolerance and acceptance of others between all civilizations and religions.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

We recognize the urgent need to revive multilateralism and trust in the United Nations that
is considered the forum where states and civil society can come together to address the most
pressing challenges of today's world, especially combating climate change, global
terrorism, the threat of new epidemics, the spread of nuclear weapons, and confronting

migration flows and forced displacement in a humane manner.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In this regard, we would like to stress the need to abide by international laws, conventions
and treaties, including the United Nations Charter, Security Council resolutions and
international humanitarian law, work together to maintain international peace and security,
seriously consider reforming the United Nations system to be more effective and influential
in international events and crises, and achievement of international peace and security. We
should build on synergies with international organizations in order to prevent crises,
promote human rights, and achieve the principle of multilateralism to face current and

future challenges.
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In conclusion, I hope that we will reach the desired results from these Proceedings

of the 13th Plenary Session.

May peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you,
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Attachment VII

APA SC Social and Cultural Affairs/Rep/2023/03
9 January 2023
Turkiye

Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs

9 January 2023
Antalya, Republic of Turkiye

Final Report

The Meeting of Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs was held on
9 January 2023 in Antalya, Turkiye and chaired by the Islamic Parliament of

Iran.

Parliamentary delegations from following member countries participated in the

meeting:

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Irag, Kuwait, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Timor-
Leste, Turkiye, UAE.

1. Adoption of the Agenda
Member Parliaments unanimously adopted the Draft Agenda.

(Attachment I)

2. Opening remarks by the Chairperson

H.E. Dr. ZAHEDI, member of APA Parliamentary Group of Iran welcomed
participants and briefed them on the latest activities of this Committee.

(Attachment 1)
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3. Report of the Secretariat:

The Secretariat presented a summary report on the latest status of draft

resolutions of the Standing Committee.

4. Consideration of the Situation of Women Parliamentarians in Asia:

APA by adopting Res/2014/16 decided to establish Special Committee of
women parliamentarians under the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural
Affairs. Based on this Agenda item, women Parliamentarians are called to

present their views/reports on topics of their interests.
Several members made statements during this meeting:

The delegation of Azerbaijan offered her kind readiness to host and Chair the
next Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs as APA Vice-President
in 2023. She also proposed establishment of a “Commission on Women™ within
the APA framework. Participants welcomed these initiatives by delegation of

Azerbaijan.

Other participants presented their remarks/comments/views on the

empowerment, status of women etc in their country.

The delegation of Palestine referred to the extensive violation of human rights
of Palestinian women and children by Israel. The Chair requested the delegation

of Turkiye to make a reference to these violations in the Antalya Declaration.

5. Consideration of the Draft Resolutions recommended by the Executive

Council:
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All the 15 draft resolutions before the Committee were considered one by one.
Participants were discouraged to present any major amendments to draft

resolutions based on the Decision of APA on 2016.

Out of the 15 draft resolutions recommended by the Executive Council, 11 were
adopted and draft resolutions on “Humanitarian Aid” and “Migrant Workers”
were deferred to the next meeting for further considerations. Debates on the two

new Draft Resolutions on ”Tourism” were deferred to the next meeting as well.

Few participants proposed some editorial amendments to improve the text of
draft resolutions. The representative of the APA Secretariat requested them to
forward these remarks to the Secretariat for circulation among all the member

states for consideration in the next Standing Committee.

The Turkish delegation proposed miner editorial change on the title of the draft

resolution on Promoting Inter-Faith Dialogue which was adopted.

(Attachment I11)

6. Any other matters:

Delegation of Iran congratulated Azerbaijan for hosting the next meeting of the
Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs and announced that they
intend to invite APA members to a scientific meeting, in continuation of the
previous one, held by the Islamic Parliament of Iran , on Women and Family
Oriented Economy in Tehran in the coming future. Iran also proposed that a
representative of the U.N. be invited to the APA Plenary for verification of the

responsibility of Social Networks Platforms.
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Attachment |

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Standing Committee on Social and
Cultural Affairs

Antalya, Tiirkiye
8-10 January 2023

Draft Agenda

(12/12/2022 by APA Secretariat)-V6

1- Adoption of the Agenda,

2- Opening Remarks by Chairperson

3- Report of the Secretariat

4- Consideration of the situation of Women Parliamentarians in
Asia

5- Consideration of Draft Resolutions recommended by the
Executive Council

6- Any other matters.
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Attachment |1

Opening Remarks by Chair of Standing
Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs

e The virtual meeting of this Standing Committee was held on
July 2021 in Tehran, with Ms. Pashaee, Head of the APA
Parliamentary of Iran in Chair. Twenty-five members
participated at this Meeting. Speaker of the Parliament of Iran
sent a message to this Committee which was delivered by his
Advisor.

e On the situation of women parliamentarians in Asia, participants
addressed issues relating to the situation of women, family-
based economy, empowering women in judiciary, government
and legislative branches, situation of women under sanctions,
gender equality, etc.

e There were two hundred forty amendments to thirteen draft
resolutions. After extensive debates the draft resolutions were
adopted by consensus and or deferred (Resolutions 9&10). two
new draft resolutions on tourism were also submitted by Iran
and Turkiye.
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Attachment 111

Resolutions of the Standing Committees on

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Social and Cultural Affairs

Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in
Asia

Resolution on Asian Integration through Information and Communication Technology
Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia

Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians Against Corruption

Resolution on APA Women Parliamentarians

Resolution on Promoting Dialogue and Harmony among Followers of World Religions

Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the Smuggling of
Cultural Items in Asia

Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating lllicit Drug Trafficking in Asia

Draft Resolution on Humanitarian Aid to Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Gaza and Myanmar on the
Verge of the Humanitarian Catastrophe (Deferred)

Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia
(Deferred)

Resolution on the Promotion of Quality Child and Youth Development for Sustainable
Society in Asia

Resolution on Ageing Society in Asia
Resolution on Human Development in Asia
Draft Resolution on Tourism Cooperation in Asia (New)

Draft Resolution on Sustainable Tourism Cooperation in Asia (New)
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Res/2023/01
£| Parliamentary 9 January 2023
</ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural
Heritage in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions, APA/Res/2013/05; APA/Res/2010/05; APA/Res/2009/05;
APA/Res/2008/17; and APA/Res/2007/02; on Protecting and Respecting Cultural Diversity
in Asia;

Also Recalling the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, adopted by the
UNESCO General Conference at the 31st session, held in Paris on November 2, 2001";

Considering the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict, 1954, and its protocols and UNESCO 2005 Convention on Protection and
Promotion of Diversity of Cultural Expression;

Recognizing the significant role of parliaments both in safeguarding their respective national
cultural heritage and in harmonizing Asian approach in respect of cultural diversity;

Emphasizing that protection, conservation and management of the diverse Cultural and
Natural heritage of Outstanding Universal Value in Asia declared under the Convention
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972 is the
responsibility of its member states and joint collaborative efforts, wherever necessary, may be
made towards their safeguarding for posterity;

Recalling the UNESCO 1972 Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage; and UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage;

Reaffirming that cultural heritage is a fundamental component of the cultural identity of a
people and their social cohesion, and its disrespect, damage or destruction may have adverse
consequences for human dignity and human rights;

Recognizing that tolerance is one of the fundamental values of humanity, which entails
promotion of cultural diversity, culture of peace, and dialogue among civilizations;

Also Recognizing the increasing importance of culture, as an integral part of development
plans of all nations in Asia and beyond;
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Promoting greater understanding and respect among civilizations, cultures and religions by
means of concrete projects in the priority areas of youth, education, and media, in
collaboration with governments, international and regional organizations, in line with the
outcome of the first World Cultural Forum, in Bali, Indonesia in November 2013 and
document entitled “Bali Declaration on the Alliance of Civilizations”, held in Bali, Indonesia,
in 29 and 30 August 2014;

Taking note of the UAE initiative to establish the Abrahamic Family House to serve as a
focal point including the followers of the three divine religions. The House includes a
mosque, a church, and a synagogue side by side. It also promotes understanding, introduces
the notion of religions as a foundation for dialogue and tolerance among religions and
cultures;

Reiterating that multicultural dynamism in Asia provides as an indispensable asset for
making a strong Asian community based on mutual respect and recognition of all Asian
cultures and civilizations;

Acknowledging that Cultural heritage has always been considered as an important resource
for tourism and indispensable element for gaining knowledge about country’s history and
culture many travel tours;

Noting that the exploitation of cultural heritage in tourism activities should not make any
negative consequences on the local culture and environment;

Also Noting that globalization creates some opportunities for greater interaction among
cultures and civilizations while bringing about challenges in preserving and celebrating the
rich intellectual and cultural diversity in Asia;

Realizing that the establishment of the Asian Cultural Council (ACC) under the framework
of the International Conference of the Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) shall serve as an
important platform for culture of peace, sustainable development, human connectivity and
innovation at the Siem Reap Declaration;

Recalling the 1970 UNESCO Convention on Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property to protect the cultural heritage
in Asia;

Considering that the smuggling of cultural objects from Asia poses a threat to the richness of
Asian cultural heritage and underlines the important role of parliaments to both raise public
awareness about this challenge and to strengthen it, where necessary;

Deploring the unrepairable damage brought to cultural and religious heritage by terrorism
and organized crimes, especially damages to all religious and historical sites and holy shrines
by indiscriminate bombing and shelling in Syria, Iraq ,Afghanistan and Yemen;
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Condemning Israeli attacks on Al-Agsa mosque, the excavations and infringements on all
Islamic and Christian holy sites in the 1961 occupied Palestinian territories and refuse
Israel’s! failure the Occupying Power to comply with UNESCO resolutions concerning the
Old City of Jerusalem and its walls?;

Expressing grave concerns regarding theft, damage, or destruction to any place of worship of
any religion, cultural, religious, or historical heritage in Asia;

We therefore,

10.

Determine to encourage and promote further intercultural dialogue and inter-
religious exchanges throughout Asia;

Resolve to appreciate and promote the benefits of diversity and good governance
among Asian nations, and encourage values such as justice, human rights, non-
discrimination, democracy and respect within and among communities and
nations;

Reject all manifestations of discrimination that are based on racism, xenophobia
and all other related forms of intolerance;

Remain Committed to the protection of the rights of all communities, where
applicable, so as to ensure the fulfillment of community rights;

Urge relevant governmental agencies to further facilitate consular services as
appropriate for citizens of Asian countries to allow for greater people-to-people
interaction;

Acknowledge that illegal import, export and transfer of ownership of cultural
property and artifacts are responsible for the impoverishment of the cultural
identity of the countries of origin of such property;

Decide to remain cognizant of damages to religious holy places and historical
sites by ISIS and other terrorist organizations in our home continent;

Resolve to cooperate to prevent illegal import, export or transfer of cultural
property and artifacts among Asian countries and beyond;

Urge Member Parliaments to consider ratifying the Convention concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage and the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage;

Call Upon all Member Parliaments to promote tolerance and empathy among
Asian nations with a view to diminish distrust, misunderstanding, and conflict
among religious communities;

Ulran registered its reservation on word "Israel"
2 The Philippines registered its reservation on whole para
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Strongly Recommend APA Member Parliaments to promote tourism in
association with conservation and protection of cultural heritage;

Reiterate that during armed conflict, states should adopt measures to safeguard
the cultural and natural heritage of a nation in conformity with international law
and the principles and objectives of international agreements and UNESCO
recommendations concerning the protection of such heritage during hostilities;

Emphasize on the illegality of any change brought about by the Israeli
occupation in the Old City of Jerusalem and its surroundings, as it is included in
the list of World Heritage in Danger, and rejecting any change in its historical,
civilizational, religious and cultural character, in violation of international
conventions, such as the Geneva and Hague Conventions, and the relevant
UNESCO and UN Security Council resolutions, which considered all these
measures null and void, and demanded their immediate halt, and allow the
UNESCO mission to investigate the facts about the excavations and tunnels
carried out by the occupation under the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque;

Reiterate that Member Parliaments should adopt measures to safeguard and
restore the cultural and natural heritage of nations in conformity with
International law and the principles of objectives of international agreements and
UNESCO recommendations concerning the protection of such heritage during
hostilities, including those caused by conflicts and violent extremism;

Request the APA Secretary General to uphold cooperation between APA and
international and regional organizations such as UNESCO, United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC), ISESCO, Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD)
and relevant Asian NGOs active in promoting cultural diversity and dialogue
among civilizations;

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to support establishing an award to be
presented annually to outstanding Asian artists; authors, poets, film makers,
painters, etc. who best convey the APA’s commitment to cultural diversity in
Asia;

Encourage the parliamentarians to support their governments outreaching to civil
society about the importance of cultural diversity in societies and developing
strategic plans and projects to develop the cultural sector to promote dialogue
among civilizations and cultures based on mutual respect, towards consolidating
the concept of humanity and promote human rights, dignity, and identity;

Stress on the important role the private sector can play in promoting cultural
diversity, encouraging the development of plans and mechanisms to create a
space for dialogue between the private and public sectors to develop plans to
manage, protect, and promote cultural diversity in Asia;

Also stress on the important role the parliamentarians can play in developing
policies and legislation to promote the principles enshrined in the UNESCO
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20.

World Day for Cultural Diversity in their countries and to develop appropriate
mechanisms for developing plans and regulatory frameworks to manage the
cultural heritage sites, by identifying the cultural importance of these sites,
maintaining their authenticity and preserving their value while respecting
international laws for cultural diversity;

Call upon the APA Member’s Parliaments to support the cultural diversity
including respect to regional and national particularities and various historical,
cultural and religious backgrounds regardless of their political, economic and
cultural systems, to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental
freedoms, as part of intangible asset and heritage of human culture.
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\ Aslan APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Res/2023/02

Parliamentary 9 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Asian Integration through Information and Communication
Technology

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Reaffirming that right of access to information is an integral part of the fundamental right of
freedom of expression, as recognized by Resolution 59 of the UN General Assembly adopted
in 1946, as well as by Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966);

Recalling para.5 of Article 3 of the APA Charter;

Also Recalling WSIS® Outcomes of 2003, 2005 held under UN aegis to build a people
centered, inclusive and development oriented information society and UN resolution 125 of
the UN General Assembly adopted at its 70" session in 2016 on High level review of
WSIS+10 on global ICTs development and measures to facilitate accomplishment of SDGs;

Noting APA Resolution, APA/ Res/ 2014/11, and APA/Res/2014/13,;

Underlining that Asian integration can be achieved through further dialogue, interaction, and
communication among Asian people, parliamentarians, government officials, academic and
educational institutions, and media for the promotion of peace, liberty, equality, human
rights, and welfare in Asia;

Recognizing the fact that today Asia encompasses the biggest market in the world, the
highest number of population; the largest amount of foreign currency reserves; and dynamic
economic growth; especially after the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic has revealed the
negative impact of misleading and false news that impeded the efforts of the international
community to confront the pandemic;

Reaffirming the deep-rooted ties of history, geography, economy, culture, and civilization
that bind Asian peoples together and the common interests pointing to the need for further
cooperation;

Emphasizing on the principle of flow of information, privacy protection within the
domestically applicable legal frameworks and also equitable access to communication and
access to new technologies at the national, regional and global levels;

3 World Summit on Information Society held under the aegis of UN and ITU in 2003 and 2005
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Deeply concerned by the proliferation of fake and fabricated news, misinformation and
disinformation resulting due to misuse of Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) which generate sentiments, hostility and divisiveness among communities;

Underlining the transformational role of ICTs in daily life as an enabling factor in all areas of
economy of national, regional, and global development;

Stressing the view that global networking provides opportunities for APA Member
Parliaments to share experiences and engage in fruitful dialogue on significant issues in Asia
and facilitates further cooperation and coordination, on the way of Asian integration process;

Also underlining that the Asian Virtual Parliament will pave the way for sharing information,
harmonizing legislation and raising people’s awareness about the activities of the legislative
body and ensure a more profound feedback between society, power and individuals, and thus
contribute to strengthening peace in Asia;

Emphasizing that, the role of parties, civil society, non- governmental organizations (NGOSs)
and other democratic structures in public sphere, provide opportunities in Asian countries for
exchange of views, interactions and synergy to promote regional and global cooperation in
order to reinforce the long term process for Asian Integration;

We therefore,

1.  Call upon and emphasis APA Member Parliaments to volunteer for providing
knowledge and know-how, technical assistance, financial support, human
resources; and other forms of assistance in creating a “Virtual Asian Parliament”
based on the report of APA Secretary General on the subject matter in order to
enhance collaboration and interaction among parliaments and parliamentarians in
Asia and as a prelude to establishing a model of Asian Parliament;

2.  Determine the modern and traditional ways to help to complete a plan to
promote, publicize and disseminate information amongst citizens within the APA
region, including through the use of social media;

3. Recognize that information and communications technologies present new
opportunities and challenges and that there is a pressing need to address the major
impediments that developing countries face in accessing the new the new
technologies, such as an appropriate enabling environment, sufficient resources,
infrastructure, education, capacity, investment and connectivity;

4.  Call upon APA Member Parliaments to support vocational and knowledge-based
education in Asia in order to enhance people’s life-skills and competitiveness in
coping with the challenges of globalization;
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Urge APA Member Parliaments to share best practices and exchange experiences
with a view to inspiring a common approach toward Asian integration through
holding special workshops and forums among Asian Member Parliaments;

Also call upon the UN, its specialized agencies, affiliated organizations,
particularly ITU, the UN Specialized agency in ICTs, to support the Members of
this Assembly through collaboration in improving access to ICTs and ICT-
enabled services for the undeserved in the region in partnership with regional
organizations in particular Asia Pacific Tele-community with an aim to bridge the
digital divide and transfer of technologies and UNESCO, to support the
Members of this Assembly to surmount the hurdles, identified by research
centers, think tanks and intellectuals, hampering circulation of ideas through
available means and for flow of communication and information subject to
national legal frameworks;

Exhort APA Member Parliamentarians to collaborate and take necessary
measures to promote the development of ICT infrastructure through enabling
policies, capacity building, building confidence and security in the use of ICTs,
inter alia;

Request APA Member Parliaments to promote parliamentary action to address
the proliferation of fake and fabricated news, misinformation and disinformation
caused by the misuse of ICTs and include initiatives to promote, information
awareness, fact-checking collaboration and the establishment of complaint
procedure mechanism, where necessary, without limiting the Asian Citizen’s
fundamental rights to know and freedom to access information as well as freedom
of expression and assuming the responsibility of social media for their behavior in
ICTs environment;

Invite the APA Secretary-General to seek possible technical and financial
assistance from Member Parliaments and other institutions to facilitate the
implementation of this resolution and prepare a report with comprehensive
approach to accelerate the process of Asian Integration.
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Res/2023/03
£| Parliamentary 9 January 2023
o/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolutions, APA/Res/2013/07; APA/Res/2010/02; and APA/Res/2009/06;

Also recalling the report of the Secretary-General on Achieving Health Equity in Asia,
SG/Rep/2011/02 Dated 22 August 2011, submitted to the meeting of the Standing
Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on 13-14
September, 2011,

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General contained in SG/Rep/2014/02 dated 10
August, 2014,

Underlining the report of WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health for
addressing the impact of socio-economic inequalities on health at global, regional and
national levels;

Noting Alma Ata Declaration adopted on 6-12 September 1978 which defined differences in
health as a common concern of all countries and invited all to work on the fullest attainment
of health for all and to reduce the gap between health status, and Astana Declaration adopted
on 25-26 October 2018 reaffirming the commitments expressed in Alma Ata Declaration;

Taking note of difference of health equity status among countries in Asia;

Welcoming the Sustainable Development Goals adopted on 25 September 2015 and
reaffirming its pivotal role in enhancement of the health equity;

Also welcoming the Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the UN General
Assembly on the Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Diseases, adopted on 19
September 2011, reaffirming the political will to effectively implement the commitments
contained therein and referring to the outcome document of the high-level meeting of the UN
General Assembly on the comprehensive review and assessment of the progress achieved in
the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases;

Recognizing United Nation General Assembly resolution 66/288 on “The future we want”,
which recognized health as a precondition for and an outcome and indicator of all three
dimensions of sustainable development;
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Considering the Rio Political Declaration on Social Determinants of Health endorsed by the
Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly in resolution WHAG65.8 in May 2012;

Emphasizing on United Nations General Assembly resolution 72/138 proclaiming 12
December as International Universal Health Coverage Day and calling upon APA Member
Parliaments to benefit from this day to raise awareness and promote Universal Health
Coverage in their policies;

Also welcoming the United Nations General Assembly high-level meeting on universal
health coverage held on 23 September 2019 under the theme "Universal Health Coverage:
Moving Together to Build a Healthier World" aimed at accelerating progress towards
universal health coverage;

Recognizing that access to medicines is one of the fundamental elements in achieving
progressively the full realization of the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health;

Recalling the importance of placing equity and human-centric policies in the core of health
agenda and noting central role of enabling Universal Health Coverage to provide equitable
access to quality health services without financial hardship and access to quality affordable
medicine and medical technologies;

Also recognizing that health inequities arise from social determinants of health, that is, the
societal conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work and age and gender that these
determinants include experiences in their early years, education, economic status,
employment and decent work, housing and environment, and effective systems of preventing
and treating ill health;

Emphasizing the need to comprehensively combat social and health related problems
emanating from illegal drugs, psychotropic, alcohol and tobacco products, and promote
policies to prevent and control their use, abuse and addiction;

Expressing concern about the existing socio-economic inequalities and their impact on the
poor and vulnerable population, as well as the remote geographical areas and underserved
urban areas;

Also expressing concern on deteriorating health effects of wars and armed conflicts by
hindering provision and quality of health service and causing depravation from fundamental
human rights prospective to health, due to the inequalities in access and utilization of
qualified health services;

Noting that the Covid-19 pandemic has revealed serious shortcomings in preparedness for,
timely and effective prevention and detection of, as well as response to potential health
emergencies, including in the capacity and resilience of health systems, indicating the need to
better prepare for future health emergencies;
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Acknowledging the importance of developing, strengthening and maintaining the capacities
to detect, access, notify and report events and the importance of timely notification of events
that may constitute a public health emergency of international concern in accordance with
relevant provisions of the International Health Regulations (2005), and acknowledging the
critical role played by international cooperation and timely and transparent sharing of
epidemiological and clinical data, biological samples, knowledge and information, including
timely sharing of pathogen genetic sequence data alongside sharing the benefits arising from
utilization of such resources, and in this context recalling the Convention on Biological
Diversity and its objectives and principle and the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the
Convention on Biological Diversity;

Emphasizing the need to promote initiatives aimed at ensuring timely, affordable and
equitable access to, as well as the distribution of diagnostics, therapeutics, medicines and
vaccines, and essential health products and technologies, and their components, as well as
equipment to combat COVID-19 pandemic and to support the achievement of universal
health coverage including preventive measures and actions;

Stressing the view that global net-working provides opportunities for Member Parliaments to
engage in fruitful dialogue and exchange of best practices on health equity;

Reaffirming the significant role of parliaments both in advocating and promoting national
policies and legislative measures for achieving health equity;

Emphasizing that the equitable distribution of anti-Coronavirus vaccines, based on
humanitarian and ethical standards, will bring global benefits necessary to save lives, and that
keeping the vaccine for a limited number of countries will lead to the prolongation of the
pandemic, the continuation of its moral, health and economic repercussions on all the world
countries, and will lead to the failure of efforts to eradicate this pandemic;

Having in mind that access to basic health services and medicine is a universally accepted
norm arising from fundamental elements of human rights;

Bearing in mind that the Covid-19 pandemic is a global challenge and public health problem,
which affects the welfare of the humanity and disproportionally impacts on the most
vulnerable people and regions across the globe;

Taking into consideration that the states are facing problems and challenges regarding the
protection from, diagnosing and treatment of the Covid-19, and that the health system and
hospitals in many countries are under pressure;

Recognizing that the global challenges caused by the Covid-19 pandemic can only be
overcome by international solidarity and cooperation, particularly in the fields of anti-Covid-
19 vaccine procurement, distribution and inoculation as well as enhancement the worldwide
production capacity of the vaccine;

Page 118 of 264



We therefore,

1. Urge the APA Member Parliaments to incorporate Social Determinants of Health
(SDH) more intensively in other APA themes and activities;

2. Urge the APA Member Parliaments to strengthen collaboration with a view to
formulating a coherent approach with regard to social determinants of health in
Asia, especially education, housing, and employment;

3. Invite the APA Member Parliaments to promote health equity in Asia through
sharing experiences and best practices on identifying vulnerability and inequity
and actively advocate the inclusion of social determinants of health in national
policies and programs;

4.  Invite APA member Parliaments to develop a cross-sectoral collaboration for the
advancement of health equity in Asia through comprehensive training and study
exchanges on social determination of health among policy makers and related
stake- holders;

5. Urge the APA Member Parliaments to adopt policies and measures to improve
service provision, primary care and health financing system including social
protection system as well as health insurance plans;

6. Call on for giving priority to humanitarian considerations over economic
interests, adopting mechanisms to ensure equality in the equitable distribution of
vaccines against the Coronavirus, and for companies producing vaccines to
assume their social and humanitarian responsibilities towards low-income and
poor countries, by adopting mechanisms that ensure accessibility to the vaccines
to protect the most vulnerable citizens all over the world, in order to put an end to
this pandemic;

7. Call on APA Member Parliaments to encourage their respective governments in
order to establish networking among major governmental and non-governmental
institutions dealing with health issues in Asia, and expand cooperation with
academic institutions, non-governmental organizations, civil society groups,
academia and the media with adequate safeguard in order to identify the main
social determinants of health;

8.  Call upon APA Member Parliaments to take action in their countries to increase
health literacy and awareness;

9.  Call upon APA Member Parliaments to persuade their respective governments to
create and implement targeted policies, activities, and programs to ensure a success
in the achievement of SDGs including universal health coverage with regard to
health policies; and promoting access to quality, efficacious, safe and affordable
medicines and medical technologies, as appropriate;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to undertake measures to coordinate
responses to epidemics and to support international efforts to prevent, mitigate
and address the impacts of infectious diseases and epidemics in accordance with
the goal of advancing the 2030 Agenda;

Invite APA Member Parliaments to encourage their respective governments for
enhancing the role of digital technologies, connectivity and access in public
health, medical care and health services;

Call on APA Member Parliaments to take necessary actions and to encourage
their respective governments to ensure child nutrition needs and to tackle
malnutrition with a focus on equity for a healthier generation;

Determine to accelerate the achievement of SDG 2030 health targets and to take
active part on the discussion of 2030 development agenda by delivering Asian
views in the international arena to drive the global agenda, as appropriate in the
national context and priorities;

Calls upon APA Member Parliaments to take action in their countries and
persuade governments and other stakeholders for timely and transparent sharing
of epidemiological and clinical data, biological samples, knowledge and
information, including timely sharing of pathogen genetic sequence data
alongside sharing the benefits arising from utilization of such resources, and in
this context recalling the Convention on Biological Diversity and its objectives
and principle and the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the
Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its objective;

Calls upon APA Member Parliaments to persuade their governments to use all
relevant measures during the pandemic, including supporting ongoing
consideration in WTO on a Covid-19 vaccine Intellectual Property Rights waiver
and the use of flexibilities of the TRIPS agreement and the Doha Declaration on
TRIPS Agreement and Public Health;

Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to actively participate in the process of
arriving at common objectives which could form the basis of national legislations
promoting health equity in Asia, with due attention to equitable social protection
policies for health care, long term disability, and protection during unemployment
and old age, as appropriate in the national context and priorities;

Support the free and full access of all nations, especially the Asian nations, to all
health capabilities and facilities in the event of a pandemic, including Covid-19,
as a human right. In this regard, express grave concern over restrictive and
punitive measures illegally imposed on our nations at bilateral and multilateral
levels, with negative impact on the right of health, right of free and full access to
health and medicine in time of current pandemics;
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Call upon the international community to continue support and assist developing
countries in Asia and avoid all politically motivated measures aimed at
hampering their access in this regard;

Urge the APA Member Parliaments to adopt relevant legislations to support
universal access of all population in Asia to basic health services and pharmaceutical
products;

Demand Israel* - the occupying power - to fulfill its obligations under the Fourth
Geneva Convention to provide the Palestinians in the occupied territories since
1967 with anti-Coronavirus vaccines, because the ultimate responsibility for
providing them with full health services is the Israeli occupation responsibility
until the occupation is completely finished, and asking the Israeli occupation to
ensure the freedom of mobilization of patients from Gaza Strip, which has been
besieged for 14 years, and evacuate the patients for treatment outside Gaza Strip,
while emphasizing the free access of all medical and health supplies;

Request APA Member Parliaments to inform the Secretary-General on the
progress made on the implementation of this resolution in their respective
countries in order to share them with all Member Parliaments;

Call on APA Member Parliament to reconsider the health legislation in force to
ensure achieving the goal of universal health coverage for all, in addition to
increase public allocations for health spending in the countries of the continent to
internationally recognized rates, in a manner that enhances equal access to
adequate and sustainable health services for all citizens of the continent,
especially women, children and the poorest groups;

Confirm that the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly have the will to
promote solidarity and cooperation in the fight against Covid-19 pandemic;

Call for the nations to take further steps especially regarding equitable access to
the anti-Covid-19 vaccines and more effective international solidarity on sharing
the existing anti-Covid-19 vaccines with the most vulnerable population;

Exhort the nations to share the information, experiences and data concerning the
Covid-19 pandemic and measures taken as well as the developments on
diagnostics, treatments and prevention, including the anti-Covid-19 vaccines;

Invite the nations to look into possibilities to participate in vaccine development
studies carried out in the Member Countries of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly.

“4Iran registered its reservation on word " Israel".

Page 121 of 264



\ Aslan APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Res/2023/04
Parliamentary 9 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians Against Corruption

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions on Combating Corruption contained in APA/Res/2013/09,
December 2013; APA/Res/2010/01; APA/Res/2009/03; APA/Res/2008/18; as well as the
APA Plan of Action on Combating Corruption contained in APA/Res/2007/05/Annex;

Welcoming the adoption of resolution 8/14 — Promoting good practices in relation to the role
of National Parliaments and other Legislative Bodies in preventing and combating corruption
in all its forms — by the 8th Conference of States Parties to the UN Convention against
Corruption held from 16 — 20 December 2019 in Abu Dhabi, UAE;

Taking note of the importance of the United Nations Convention against Corruption adopted
by the General Assembly on October 31, 2003, other anti-corruption conventions and
relevant binding legal instruments;

Recognizing that fighting corruption at all levels and in all its forms is a priority and that
corruption is a serious barrier to effective resource mobilization and allocation and diverts
resources away from activities that are vital for poverty eradication and sustainable
development;

Bearing in mind that corruption is a transnational phenomenon and that prevention and
eradication of corruption is the responsibility of all States and that they must cooperate with
one another;

Reaffirming the importance of respect for human rights, the rule of law, good governance,
and democracy in the fight against corruption;

Recognizing the important role of parliaments to promote transparency, participation,
accountability and integrity as some of the principles of anti-corruption strategy;

Acknowledging that the fight against all forms of corruption requires comprehensive and
multidisciplinary approach including anti-corruption frameworks and strong institutions at all
levels;

Expressing concern about the laundering and transfer of stolen assets and proceeds of
corruption, and stressing the need to address this concern in accordance with the United
Nations Convention against Corruption;
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We therefore,

1.

Condemn corruption at all levels and in all its forms, including bribery; money
laundering; and abuse of power;

Express determination to prevent and combat corrupt practices in all forms and
collaborate on facilitating asset recovery and returning such assets to their
legitimate owners, in particular to countries of origin, in accordance with the
United Nations Convention against Corruption;

Welcome the significant number of Member States that have already ratified or
acceded to the United Nations Convention against Corruption, and in this regard
urges all APA Member Parliaments that have not yet done so to consider
ratifying or acceding to the United Nations Convention against Corruption as a
matter of priority, and urges all States Parties to the Convention to take
appropriate measures ensuring its full and effective implementation;

Resolve to promote exchange of good practices and experiences regarding the
role of Parliaments in preventing and countering corruption, including by raising
awareness among public, reviewing and strengthening anti-corruption legislation,
exercising parliamentary oversight, fostering a culture of transparency and
accountability, promoting rule of law and strengthening institutions at national
level;

Recognize the importance of strengthening Parliaments, role in combating
corruption and promoting the exchange of good practices and national experience
among Parliamentary Institutions as called for by the Resolution 8/14 adopted by
the 8th Conference of States Parties to the UN Convention Against Corruption
held from 16 — 20 December 2019 in Abu Dhabi, UAE;

Invite the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Convention
against Corruption to consider holding thematic discussion on strengthening the
role of national parliaments in fighting corruption, including promoting the
implementation of this Convention;

Decide to set up a working group under the auspices of the Standing Committee
on Social and Cultural Affairs to further consider the APA Plan of Action on
Combating Corruption contained in APA/Res/2007/05/ Annex with a view to
taking effective measures for enhancing synergy and interactions among Asian
Parliamentarians in fighting corruption;

Consider to improve and expand working relations with important Asian
organizations such as GOPAC ( Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against
Corruption) Chapter in order to enhance synergy and areas for cooperation and
joint initiatives;

Urge States Parties to United Nations Convention against Corruption that have
not already done so to designate a central authority that shall have the
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

responsibility and power to receive requests for mutual legal assistance and either
to execute them or to transmit them to the competent authorities for execution;

Request the Secretary-General to prepare in consultation with interested APA
Delegations, particularly APA delegates with interest and experience in anti-
corruption efforts, the required draft documents for consideration by the working
group set up in this respect;

Call on member parliaments to empower civil society as an effective partner of
parliaments and promote the role of the media in combating corruption in Asia;

Also call on member parliaments to encourage their governments to allocate a
budget to support the work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) to promote the role of supreme audit institutions in preventing and
combating corruption more effectively and strengthening cooperation between
supervisory and anti-corruption bodies;

Invite member parliaments to encourage their governments to engage the private
sector in developing criteria and procedures to protect against corruption;

Urge member parliaments to encourage their governments to provide and harness
the full potential of employing education and technology in preventing and
combating corruption to reduce the likelihood of the spread of corruption;

Also invite member parliaments to encourage their governments to implement
strategies and policies aimed at combating corruption and to develop measures to
combat impunity;

Request the APA Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on
implementation of this resolution.
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Parliamentary 9 January 2023
Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on APA Women Parliamentarians

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the APA Plenary Resolution (APA/Res/2010/06, 30 November, 2010) on the
establishment of the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians and the APA
Resolution on Special Committee of APA Women Parliamentarians (APA/Res/2014/16)
superseding the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians, as well as other
relevant resolutions;

Being mindful of the fact that despite all efforts made for the promotion of women’s rights,
gender inequality and injustice contrary to human dignity still persists between women and
men both in the extent of power at decision-making and in mechanisms to promote the
advancement of women;

Being aware of the importance of promoting the full and effective participation of women in
scientific, social, political, cultural and economic affairs, and peace dialogue particularly in
upcoming issues, including COVID- 19 pandemic response and recovery;

Reaffirming that inclusion of women in positions of power and elected bodies, and also their
involvement in the decision making process, strengthens the development of democratic
principles in public life and increases the sustainable development;

Noting that women face obstacles in entering Parliaments includes political, socio-economic
and cultural environment;

Acknowledging the necessity to place on the agenda of APA meetings matters of importance
to women such as eliminating violence against women, empowerment of women and their
participation in political and economic life, and prevention of all kinds of harassments, sexual
violence against women and girls, trafficking, and other types of exploitation including in
situation of armed conflict particularly amid the humanitarian situations and emergences;

Considering women’s issues, including women’s empowerment, eliminating violence and
discrimination against them and involving women in political, economic and social aspects of
life;

Stressing our resolve to participate and contribute actively in the deliberation of issues
relating to women’s empowerment and participation in APA meetings;
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Noting that CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination against
Women) as well as the decisions of the Fourth World Conference on Women Beijing 1995,
and its subsequent periodic follow-up conferences, being held every five years from Beijing
+1 to Beijing + 5, have all developed a comprehensive framework for the protection and
empowerment of women and girls, eliminating all forms of discrimination against them and
ensuring that they obtain their legitimate rights for it states parties;

Underlining the need to facilitate networking between women parliamentarians of Asia to
meet the challenges in women’s issues, including in humanitarian situation, amid the Covid-
19 pandemic and in combating the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures;

We express our deep concern about the negative and unfortunate consequences of the
outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic that have affected women in general, and the
breadwinners in particular; and call on states and governments to take this matter into
consideration, and they embark on the process of developing pandemic response and
recovery policies;

We therefore,

1.  Encourage APA Member Parliaments to ensure the full and effective inclusion
of women in social, cultural, economic, political, and sustainable development
affairs in Asia, at national, regional, and international levels as appropriate;

2. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to adopt legislations to facilitate women’s
representations in Asian Parliaments;

3. Encourage APA Women Parliamentarians to lead by example and place the
interest of women at the heart of policy and decision making as an endeavor to
encourage and engage more women into politics;

4.  Recommend the importance of information and awareness campaigns to promote
the integration of women into political participation and decision — making with a
view to facilitate reaching national and international parliamentary institutions;

5. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to recognize the concerns of women, and
to effectively implement the relevant provisions of United Nations 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development which promote gender equality and empowerment
of women with respect for national and cultural particularities of the Member
States;

6. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to recognize that gender equality and
empowerment of women as a stand-alone goal with clear targets and indicators that
must be achieved through implementation of goal 5 of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) with respect to national and cultural particularities of
the Member States; with goal 5 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);
with respect for national and cultural particularities of the Member States;
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11.

Determine to enhance the activities of the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women
Parliamentarian through more effective exchange of views and close interaction;

Request the Special Committee of APA Women Parliamentarians to expand the
scope of its activities under the auspices of Standing Committee on Social and
Cultural Affairs and to take appropriate measures to facilitate networking among
women parliamentarians in Asia;

Request the APA Secretariat to assign one special part of the website of the
Assembly to facilitate networking among women parliamentarians of Asia
covering updated information on the activities of the APA Women
Parliamentarians;

Express grave concern at the dire situation of millions of women in all war-torn
and conflict-ridden areas such as Palestine, Syria, Irag, Yemen, Myanmar, and
Afghanistan who are inevitably in danger of and impacted by mortality and
morbidity of themselves and their family members particularly their children,
violence, discrimination, insecurity, poverty, hunger and so forth;

Express support of APA Member Parliaments in advancing women, peace and
security agenda, particularly by enhancing women’s role peacebuilding activities.
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Parliamentary 9 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Promoting Dialogue and Harmony among Followers of World
Religions

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Noting the role of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations in fostering the values of
compassion, inclusion, and respect in working towards a more just peaceful, inclusive world,
by promoting greater understanding, tolerance and respect among civilizations, cultures,
religions and beliefs;

Recalling with appreciation various global, regional and sub-regional initiatives on mutual
understanding and interfaith harmony including the United Nations General
Assembly Resolution 65/5 (2010) , the International Conference on Environment, Peace and
the Dialogue among Civilizations and Cultures (2005), the Asia- Europe Meeting Interfaith
Dialogue on the theme "Building Interfaith Harmony within the International Community"
(2005), the High Level Conference on International and Inter-Religious Dialogue (2014),
and the seventh global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, (2016), the VI
Congress of the Leaders of World and Traditional Religions,(2018), the "Human Fraternity
Document for World Peace and Living Together" issued by Human Fraternity Meeting,
(2019);

Being mindful of the fact that, Inter-Faith harmony among followers of different religions of
the world in general and Asia, in particular, is of utmost importance for the survival and
harmony of mankind and the promotion of the culture of peace, understanding, respect,
security and tolerance;

Recognizing the essential role of dialogue among followers of different faiths and religions
in enhancing mutual collaboration, harmony and cooperation among their followers;

Expressing the need to explore ways and means to intensify Inter-Faith Harmony and
resultant cooperation to strengthen the international peace and security to make the world a
better place to live;

Acknowledging that the moral imperatives of all religions, convictions and beliefs call for
peace, tolerance and mutual understanding;

Commending the initiatives taken by the United Nations in support of dialogue among
civilizations and citizens and followers of religions, foremost among which is the United
Nations Alliance of Civilizations UNAOC;
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Also welcoming the initiatives of some countries who promote dialogue among people of
different religions, including the Center for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue
(KAICID), which was established in 2012, and the Global Center for Peaceful Coexistence
that was established in 2018 and the inauguration of the Chair for Interfaith Dialogue and
Peaceful Coexistence at Sapienza University in Rome in 2018;

We therefore,

1.

Decide to apply for Asian Parliamentary Assembly’s membership to the Group
of Friends of the UN Alliance of Civilizations as proposed by Turkey during the
11™ General Assembly with a view to contribute the efforts of providing lasting
solutions to the rising trends of discrimination, xenophobia, intolerance and
extremism;

Maintain that a regular dialogue between the APA Member Parliaments become
an effective supplement for addressing the challenges of ongoing
international conflicts based on religious differences and discrepancies;

Denounce the hatred stereotyping of persons based on their ethnicity and
religion condemning any activity that leads towards the division between
the followers of different faiths;

Underline the importance of moderation in as a value within societies for
countering violent extremism and for further contributing to the promotion of
inter-faith and inter-culture dialogue, tolerance, understanding and cooperation
and Encourage efforts, as appropriate, to enable voice of moderation to work
together in order to build a more secure, inclusive and peaceful world;

Declare that extremism and terrorism can not be attributed or accredited to any
religion or nationality as these are common enemies of all humanity;

Consider that any form of xenophobia based on religion, belief, faith or ethnic
adherence is contrary to the merits of inter-faith dialogue and has no place in the
community of civilized nations;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to consider providing a respective
national legal instrument, with the aim of creating a conducive atmosphere for
inter-faith dialogue and cooperation as well as harmony among all religions;

Deplore, in the strongest terms, all atrocities and acts of violence,
committed by extremist and terrorist groups under the guise of religions and
call upon all states to refrain from providing any support to such terrorist groups;

Condemn the misuse and distortion of religious beliefs, by extremist groups
and their followers, which inflame intra-faith as well as inter-faith hatred and
hold them accountable for instigation of ill-judgment, violence, and brutality
against people of other religions and faiths;
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Strongly condemn any advocacy of hatred based on religion or belief which
constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence, whether it involves
the use of print, audiovisual or electronic media or any other means;

Call upon the international community to be cognizant of humanitarian
situations in Asia;

Urge all APA Member Parliaments to intensify their efforts for the development
of international and regional frameworks to promote best practices which leads
towards the inter faith harmony and collaboration;

Invite Member Parliaments to further promote reconciliation to help to ensure
durable peace and sustained development, including by working with faith
leaders and communities and through reconciliatory measures and acts of service
and by encouraging forgiveness and compassion among individuals;

Encourage all member parliaments to pass laws and legislation to criminalize
acts associated with defamation of religions and their sanctities, combat all
forms of discrimination, and firmly renounce hate speech and Islamophobia;

Emphasize the importance of the concerted efforts of the international
community in establishing specialized centers to combat extremist ideology and
terrorism, in order to promote a culture of peace, security, and tolerance;

Encourage Asian countries to adhere to the principles and values set out in the
Human Fraternity Document for World Peace and Living Together, reflecting
the values of tolerance, moderation, and the rejection of racism;

Encourage Asian countries to develop a tolerance award to support the efforts
in the fields of peace and tolerance;

Request the APA Secretary-General to seek the views as well as measures taken
by APA Member Parliaments to implement this resolution and to report
thereon to the next meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural
Affairs.
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£| Parliamentary 9 January 2023
</ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the Smuggling
of Cultural Items in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA/Resolution/2013/05 of 9 December 2013 on Protecting and Respecting
Cultural Diversity in Asia;

Recalling the relevant provisions where applicable on the protection of cultural heritage
including the four Geneva Conventions (1949), the Hague Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954) and its related protocols, the
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1970), the Convention concerning the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), the New Delhi UNESCO
Recommendation of 1956 concerning excavations undertaken in occupied territories, the
inscription of the Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls at the request of Jordan on the World
Heritage List (1981) and on the List of World Heritage in Danger (1982) and related
recommendations, resolutions and decisions of UNESCO, (UNESCO, the World Heritage
Committee, Decision: 42 COM 7A.21, Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls (site proposed by
Jordan, C 148 rev);

Underlining the obligation for all States Parties to urgently implement the provisions in
paragraphs 15 to 17 of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2199 (2015), in
reference to the cultural heritage at risk in Iraq and Syria;

Taking into account the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2347 (2017) which
aims at mainstreaming the protection of cultural heritage at the global level;

Recalling the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict of 14 May 1954 and its Protocols of 14 May 1954 and 26 March 1999, and the
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property of 14 November 1970;

Recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolution 66/180 of 19 December 2011 on
“Strengthening Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Responses to Protect Cultural
Property, especially with regard to its Trafficking”, in which the Assembly urged Member
States and relevant institutions, as appropriate, to reinforce and fully implement mechanisms
to strengthen international cooperation, including mutual legal assistance, in order to combat
all forms and aspects of trafficking in cultural property and related offences, such as the theft,
looting, damage, removal, pillage and destruction of cultural property, and to facilitate the
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recovery and return of stolen and looted cultural property, and recalling also General
Assembly resolutions 68/186 of 18 December 2013 on strengthening crime prevention and
criminal justice responses to protect cultural property, especially with regard to its trafficking
69/196 of 18 December 2014, entitled “International Guidelines for Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Responses with Respect to Trafficking in Cultural Property and Other
Related Offences ,” and 70/76 of 9 December 2015 on return or restitution of cultural
property to the countries of origin;

Welcoming the important and active role that the UN and its relevant agencies play in
countering money laundering and terrorist financing linked to trade in smuggled artifacts, in
particular, in Asia;

Expressing deep concern about the growing problem of smuggling of cultural items in Asia;

Affirming the important role of parliaments prevailing upon the governments to develop a
national strategy including a legal framework to combat smuggling of cultural items;

Considering the smuggling of cultural property from Asia a threat to the richness of Asian
cultural heritage;

Recognizing the role of parliaments to enhance public awareness about the threat to national
identity and heritage of states from which cultural items are smuggled abroad;

Recognizing also the need to enhance national capacities, including parliamentary capacity to
reinforce national strategy to combat smuggling of cultural items; We therefore,

1. Urge all APA Member Parliaments to utilize their legislative role to prevent and
punish the smuggling of cultural objects in Asia and facilitate concerted efforts to
return the stolen items back to their original locations without any cost to the
original owner country;

2. Call on all APA member parliaments that have not yet done so to consider
ratifying the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict (1954), UNESCO Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership
of Cultural Property (1970), UNESCO Convention concerning the Protection of
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), UNESCO Convention on the
Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage-2001 and the UNESCO
Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003);

3. Request all APA Member Parliaments to strengthen their national legislation on
protecting cultural properties and combatting all forms of smuggling in cultural
property and related offences to be enacted on the basis of the common
principles prepared by APA Secretariat and annexed to this resolution, and in
accordance with their own internal legislative procedures;
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Recommend the formation of a separate Corps Unit from APA Member
Parliaments to protect and safeguard historical cultural properties from the perils
of unlawful excavations, theft and smuggling;

Express support for the further strengthening of the system of management to
protect movable cultural heritage from theft and smuggling of cultural properties;

Urge APA member parliament and national government to work more closely in
the development of legislations and implementation of laws aiming at the combat
of cross-border illicit trade and smuggling of cultural artifacts and other cultural
assets, while also ensuring mutual support and assistance by law-enforcement
bodies in the combat operations;

Request the Secretary General to provide assistance to APA Member States who
are in need of revising their legislation. A separate Corps Unit should be formed
from Group of all APA Member Parliaments to protect and safeguard historical
cultural properties from the perils of clandestine excavation, theft and smuggling;

Urge all Member Parliaments to exercise efforts to jointly register their shared
tangible and intangible cultural heritages at UNESCQ’s relevant list.
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Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating lllicit Drug Trafficking in
Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the report of the Standing Committee meeting on Social and Cultural Affairs held
in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, on 13-14 September 2011,

Mindful of the fact that illicit drug trafficking and its negative impact on health, safety,
public order, governance, economic development and social health constitutes a prime
concern in Asia and deserves a comprehensive consideration by the APA;

Stressing the need to continue to take concentrated measures within the framework of the
Paris Pact in order to strengthen cross-border cooperation and information exchanged with a
view to countering illicit cultivation of narcotic crops, production and trafficking of narcotic
drugs, psychotropic substances and their precursor chemical substances in Asia;

Emphasizing that the danger of illicit drug trafficking is pervasive so there is an urgent need
to mobilize efforts of all countries to curb the production of opium and heroin in the Asian
continent and to dismantle networks of illicit drug trafficking from all over Asia;

Acknowledging that the States most affected by the transit of drugs, especially the developing
countries among them, have made important contributions to and sacrifices in countering
illicit drug trafficking and preventing illicitly trafficked substances from region and markets;

Emphasizing afresh the continuing need to provide concrete, sufficient and sustainable
technical and capacity-building support to the States most affected by the transit of drugs,
especially the developing countries among them, in their efforts to curb illicit drug trafficking
and deal with associated challenges;

Recognizing that production and illicit trafficking of narcotics drugs, psychotropic
substances and their precursor chemicals can be utilized for financing of other organized
crimes, including terrorism;

Expressing the need to explore ways and means to intensify regional coordination among
legislators to combat drug trafficking and make anti-drug policies a priority in programs of
co-operation with, and of assistance to, the Asian countries which are affected by illicit drug
trafficking;
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Recognizing the interconnected challenges facing Asian countries, including continued
illegal cultivation, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and
their precursor chemicals that pose a serious threat to the region;

Expressing the need to increase international and regional support for the capacity building
of law-enforcement agencies in the areas most affected by the illicit cultivation of narcotic
crops, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and their
precursor chemicals in Asia, and to intensify training programs for their law-enforcement
staff;

Further recognizing the importance of “Alternative Development” program as an approach
to reducing the cultivation of plants containing drug substances through rural development
measures that has been strongly endorsed by UN Commission on Narcotic Drug;

Stressing the need to enhance joint co-operation with the relevant law-enforcement agencies
of APA Member Parliaments focusing on clandestine heroin-producing laboratories and
organized criminal groups involved in the illicit drugs trade, emphasizing the urgent need to
increase efforts by the relevant UN Stakeholders aimed at integrated rural development,
building infrastructure and supporting farmers engaged in alternative production;

Recognizing the need for more cooperation and intelligence sharing with a result-oriented
approach between the law enforcement agencies of the Member States in and including
customs and border authorities in order to better tackle smuggling of narcotics and
psychotropic substances and their precursor chemicals within the region and beyond;

Supporting regional and international efforts to improve law enforcement in combating the
production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and their precursor
chemicals and curtailing drug related financial activities;

Emphasizing the need to assist countries most affected by or at risk of the illicit cultivation of
narcotic crops in developing its economy and diversifying agriculture so as to reduce
people’s dependence on revenues from the illicit cultivation of narcotic crops and trafficking,
of narcotic drugs, taking into account the United Nations Guiding Principles on Alternative
Development and in line with national legislation;

Reaffirming that Alternative Development is crucial, lawful, viable and sustainable
alternative to the illicit cultivation of narcotic crops, that it is an effective measure and one of
the key components of policies and programs to counter illicit drug production and other
drug-related crime challenges, and stressing that the implementation of the United Nations
Guiding Principles on Alternative Development will contribute to the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

Stressing the need to share best practices and take adequate measures in preventing,
treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts;
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Expressing the need for more active and efficient international cooperation in combating
illicit drug trafficking in Asia;

Attaching great importance to the efforts made by international and regional organizations
including the United Nations (UN), office of drugs and crimes (UNODC) and the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly (APA) to combat the threats of terrorism, illicit drug trafficking,
transnational organized crime and legalization of income derived from criminal activity;

We therefore,

1. Call upon Asian Parliaments to coordinate among themselves to review relevant
legislation to address different aspects of combating illicit drug trafficking by
harmonizing laws and making minimum punishment stronger;

2.  Call upon Asian Parliaments to adopt laws on extradition of convicted persons
on terrorism and illicit drug trafficking to their countries of origin for fair trial
based on national legislations;

3. Stress the need to exchange information and best practices within APA Member
Parliaments on combating illicit drug trafficking;

4.  Remain vigilant to the new modus operandi through the digital world and also
the availability of the new substances of drug which are not yet listed in the
respective national illicit drug lists and call for strong cooperation between APA
Member Countries on these issues;

5. Reiterate the need to coordinate and improve law enforcement activities to
combat the production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances
and their precursor chemicals and curtailing the flow of illicit drug more
effectively;

6. Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to consider adopting relevant
legislation regulations to strengthen international cooperation to support
comprehensive and sustainable alternative development programs, as an essential
elements of successful crop control strategies, especially in areas affected by or at
risk of the illicit cultivation of crops, taking into account the United Nations
Guiding Principles on Alternative Development and Member Parliaments with
extensive relevant expertise to continue to share best practices, upon request;

7. Underline the importance of effectively using international financial assistance
for the creation of alternative economic opportunities in order to ensure a
sustainable anti-drug policy;

8.  Call upon APA Asian Parliaments to enable civil society as an effective partner
of parliaments and to enhance the role of mass media in combating drug
trafficking in Asia;
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Encourage all APA Member Parliaments to support their respective
governments in order to coordinate with international and regional organizations
including the United Nations (UN) to combat the threats of terrorism, illicit drug
trafficking, transnational organized crime and legalization of income derived
from criminal activities;

Urge that a regular dialogue on supporting joint actions of Asian governments
against abovementioned threats within APA could become an effective
supplement for addressing the challenges of international illicit drug trafficking and
transnational organized crime in the region;

Express our commitment to encourage and enhance cooperation with all relevant
states and international and regional organizations, on matters of common
interest in the spirit of this resolution on rendering assistance to combat illicit
drug trafficking;

Encourage networking of the relevant national agencies or organizations in Asia
dealing with transnational crimes to further enhance information dissemination
and intelligence exchange;

Request the APA Secretary General to seek the views of all Member Parliaments
on ways and means for effective implementation of this resolution.
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(Deferred)

‘ 1an
?S Ell APA 13t Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Draft Res/2023/09
ar 1amentary 9 January 2023

/ Assembly Turkiye

Draft Resolution on Humanitarian Aid to Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Gaza and
Myanmar on the Verge of the Humanitarian Catastrophe

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Welcoming the establishment of ceasefire regime in SAR ON 30 December 2016 and the
Memorandum on the de-escalating zones in the SAR, signed in Astana, Republic of
Kazakhstan, on 4 May 2017,

Recalling UN Security Council resolutions 2139 and 2165;

Appreciating the renewal of UN Security Council Resolution 2165 on 13 December 2018
and the ability to enable cross border assistance in Syria;

Being concerned about the ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in Syria, Irag, Yemen, Gaza
and Myanmar and about deprivations inflicted upon the internally displaced persons and
refugees or any other affected in those countries;

Welcoming the achievements of the Astana format since January 2017, in particular, the
progress made in reducing violence across the Syrian Arab Republic and contributing to
peace, security and stability in the country;

Reaffirming their determination to continue joint efforts aimed at protecting civilians and
improving their humanitarian situation via facilitating rapid, safe and unhindered
humanitarian access to the nations of Syria, Irag, Yemen and Myanmar;

Acknowledging that the international organizations, including parliamentary ones and NGOs
and individual countries shall support delivery of humanitarian aid to civilians trapped in a
humanitarian crisis across the globe;

Welcoming all measures taken by APA Members Parliaments’ governments to assist Syrian,
Iragi, Yemeni and Myanmar displaced persons and® refugees including, inter alia, through
providing them with humanitarian aids, safe border crossing and temporary settlement;

Welcoming APA countries who have announced opening their international borders to
refugees;

We therefore,

3 Delegation of Turkey expressed reservation on “displaced persons and” in this paragraph.
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Deliver humanitarian support to Syrian, Iraqi, Yemeni and Myanmar civilians
across conflict lines and border crossings both multilaterally and bilaterally in
accordance with UN General Assembly Resolution 46/182;

Support efforts of countries that host refugees and provide humanitarian aid and
recommend to take every effort to facilitate aid delivery in Irag, Syria, Yemen,
Gaza and Myanmar;

Encourage all relevant parties to further allow UN humanitarian agencies and
their partners to utilize routes across conflict lines and border crossings in Syria
in accordance with UN General Assembly resolution 46/182 and UN Security
Council resolutions 2139 and 2165;

Provide assistance to lragi, Syrian, Yemeni, Gaza and Myanmar internally
displaced persons and refugees, deprived of basic needs and desperate in search
of shelter;

Stress that humanitarian aid delivery in Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Gaza and Myanmar
should be carried on in accordance with International Law and National
Legislations of these States and condemn any attempt to violate those laws;

Assist in creating conditions for the safe and voluntary return as well as their
unconditional repatriation of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) to
their original places of residence in Syria and Iraq, Myanmar and Yemen;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to closely monitor the safe, voluntary and
unconditional repatriation of refugees and internally displaced persons in order to
ensure the sustainability of the process and the safety of the refugees.
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‘ ?Slﬁll.l’l APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Draft Res/2023/10
: arliamentary 9 January 2023
Assembly Turkiye

Draft Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant
Workers in Asia

Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly representing signatory states who are parties
to the relevant international conventions and agreements;

Acknowledging that the development of migrant workers and the protection of their rights are
in line with the principles of human rights and contribute to the development and promotion
of friendly relations among countries;

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and other relevant international instruments to which
the States members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly are parties;

Noting that the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of their Families, the International Labor Organization (ILO)
Convention 97 concerning Migration for Employment, ILO Convention 143 concerning
Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provision), established a broad legal framework for the
protection of migrant workers if applicable;

Taking note of the importance of the 2016 New York Declaration on Refugee and Migrants
and ASEAN Consensus on the Protection and the Promotion of the Rights of Migrant
Workers®;

Acknowledging the significance of ILO Conventions concerning the protection of the rights
of migrant workers as well as United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime and Protocols Thereto ‘Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons Especially Women and Children’ and ‘Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants
by Land, Sea and Air in promoting human rights of Asian migrant workers without prejudice
to their sex, race, language, religion, nationality, or ethnic origin;

Noting the adoption of ILO Convention Concerning Decent Work for Domestic Workers at
the 100th International Labor Organization (ILO) Conference in Geneva, 2011 as a global
recognition of the rights of domestic workers where many of them are migrants;

¢ Adopted with reservations from Thailand.
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Underlining the importance of establishing a national legal framework as well as a broad
legal framework for the protection of the rights of migrant workers and noting the legal and
illegal status of different cases;

Deeply concerned with the precarious conditions faced by migrant workers such as violating
of their human rights including through harassment and violence, discrimination, low pay and
low status jobs, unpaid jobs, and overwork;

Underlining the challenges that women migrant workers are facing such as forced
confinement, low pay, non-payment, excessive working hours, physically strenuous activities
and sexual harassment and abuse, human trafficking and migrant smuggling, and prostitution;

Recognizing that unsettled status of immigrants prevents the establishment of conditions for
full scale and comprehensive protection of their right by governments of the countries of
destination or transit;

Emphasizing that adaptation of labor immigrants to local conditions and working activity in
destination states as well as integration into recipient society are important factors which
contribute to effective exercise of the rights of labor immigrants;

Acknowledging the contribution of migrant workers to the society and economy of both
receiving and sending states and their input to the development and prosperity of the region;

Bearing in mind the importance of friendly relationships and cooperation among
governments, parliaments and the peoples of Asia in solving the problems relating to Asian
migrant workers; and in particular, providing repatriation assistance services such as
coordination with families, airport assistance, domestic transport, temporary shelter, medical
and rehabilitation services;

Recognizing the significant role of parliaments both in strengthening social and human rights
policies, and in harmonizing an Asian approach on protecting the rights of migrant workers in
Asia;

Confirming that providing adequate measures on the protection and promotion of the rights
of migrant workers in Asia is part of a shared responsibility among Asian Countries toward a
common vision for security and prosperity, which focused on the improvement of the quality
of life of its people;

Concerned with the exodus of people who have tried to flee from their homelands in Asia to
some European countries, due to lack or deficiency of security, food, health service,
accommaodation, employment and so forth; many of whom are young migrant workers;

Noting with great concern that ethnic and other forms of intolerance are the major causes of
forced migration;
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We therefore,

1. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to consider accession to the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members
of their Families to stress Asian commitment on the protection of the rights of
migrant workers and humanitarian issues in Asia;

2. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to enhance and harmonize their actions
towards a better protection of migrant workers’ rights, especially the cases of
women and children;

3. Also Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to urge their respective Government
to integrate visions, principles, objectives and commitments enshrined under the
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration adopted at the UN
Intergovernmental Conference to Adopt the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly
and Regular Migration held in Morocco, December 2018 into their migrant-
related national policies;

4.  Request APA sending countries to provide migrant workers with adequate skills
and knowledge in order to be able to fulfill their task and understand the culture,
prevailing laws and regulation in the receiving countries;

5.  Emphasizing that Urge the APA Member States should to facilitate vocational
training for migrant labor forces so that those migrant workers can integrate into
the receiving country, ensuring their life and contributing to socio-economic
development, stability and security in every country;

6. Urge APA Member Parliaments to ensure that, in case of violation of domestic
laws, such laws should be applied in a fair and just manner to both migrant
workers and citizens;

7. Encourage the promotion of bilateral and regional cooperation among countries
in all areas and issues of migrant workers to maximize the potential benefits and
minimize the negative impacts of migration;

8.  Encourage the respective States of the APA Member Parliaments to consider
bilateral, or regional agreements including Mandatory Consular Notification
Agreement under the spirit of Vienna Convention on Consular Relations;
whereby the sending countries are well informed on the legal problems faced by
their migrant workers;

9. Emphasize the importance of involving United Nations system, international
organizations, civil society, and non-government organizations, and increasing
participation and interaction with all stakeholders to enable government to
develop better policies and supervise the implementation of regulations on
migrant workers issues;
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10.

11.

12.

Recommend APA Member Parliaments to provide adequate information on
regulation, legislation and policies related to migrant workers in their respective
countries, and to share information and best practices as well as opportunities and
challenges encountered by Asian countries in relation to the protection and
promotion of migrant workers’ rights and welfare;

Urge the APA relevant member countries to promote fair and proper working
conditions, proper minimum wages, and adequate access to decent living
conditions and health for migrant workers;

Request the Secretary-General to coordinate with APA Member Parliaments on
the progress to implement this resolution and submit a report thereon to the
meeting of the Standing committee on Social and Cultural Affairs.
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\ Aslan APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Res/2023/11
Parliamentary 9 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on the Promotion of Quality Child and Youth Development for
Sustainable Society in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling UN General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, during which the
General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and recognized
children and youth as critical agents of change;

Recognizing the role of parliaments in promoting the human rights and empowerment of
children and youth in Asia;

Stressing the commitment of the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, in
particular Goals 4, 5, 8, 16, based on national rules and cultural backgrounds, as the basis for
building sustainable, peaceful and inclusive societies in Asia;

Recognizing that the cooperation between APA Member Parliaments can be instrumental in
promoting quality child and youth development in the region;

Reaffirming that the general principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
including the best interests of the child, non-discrimination, participation and survival and
development, provide the international legal framework for actions concerning children; to
ensure children are protected in their rights, based on national rules and cultural background,;

Reaffirming the World Program of Action on Youth including the best interests of the youth,
non-discrimination, participation, survival and development and provide framework of
actions concerning youth; to ensure youth are protected in their rights;

We therefore,

1.  Call upon APA Member Parliaments to recognize the importance of the quality
child and youth development and to consider, with participation of children and
youth, the provision of comprehensive social welfare, including access to health
care, nutrition, quality education, training for skill development and other
essential services to empower children and youth as healthy, responsible and
productive members of society;

2.  Encourage APA Member Parliaments to take appropriate measures to
enhance cooperation among Member Parliaments to promote quality child and
youth development, care and assistance, as well as to protect all children and
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youth from all forms of violence, abuse, radicalization, exploitation and
discrimination;

Also encourage APA Member Parliaments to strengthen and, where necessary,
enact or reform legislations to ensure that all children and youth are protected

against all forms of violence, as well as to improve child and youth development
schemes;

Request the APA Secretary-General to submit, in collaboration with APA
Member Parliaments, a report to the meeting of the Standing Committee on
Social and Cultural Affairs Parliaments on the implementation of this resolution.
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\ Aslan APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Res/2023/12
Parliamentary 9 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Ageing Society in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2017/12 Resolution on The Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting
the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and resolution 2017/17 on
Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia;

Recalling UN General Assembly resolution 57/167 of 18 December 2002, in which it
endorsed the Political Declaration and the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing,
and subsequent resolutions No. 59/150 of 01 February 2005 on the Follow-up to the Second
World Assembly on Ageing;

Welcoming UN General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, in which the
General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and stressing the
need to ensure that issues of relevance to older persons are taken into account in its
implementation in order to ensure that no one is left behind, including older persons;

Recognizing that the ageing population in many countries in Asia is rapidly growing whereas
the fertility rates in those respective countries are significantly declining;

Acknowledging that the older persons in Asia are expected to account for over 17 percent by
2030, due to higher life expectancy;

Being concerned that misconception and prejudice remains a challenge to opportunity for
and engagement of older persons in productive employment in some countries, taking into
account the unique culture of respect towards older persons in Asia;

Being mindful that public adaptation and preparedness through a life-course, multifaceted
approach are keys to help society effectively respond to the burdens as commonly regarded in
aged society;

Acknowledging that older persons have made significant contribution to national social and
economic gains and, therefore, enactment of effective legislation should be encouraged to
remove barriers in realizing full potential of older persons;

We therefore,

1. Calls upon APA Member Parliaments to consider developing and adopting
legislations on social protection, health-care services, and employment
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opportunities for older persons, as well as exploring innovative legislations such
as phased-retirement, job sharing and part-time works;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to monitor the implementation of their
respective governments’ ageing policies and to accord priority to the availability
of evidence-based, accurate, reliable and up-to-date data and information in order
to ensure effective, efficient and sustainable implementation;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to exercise their constituent authority to
maximize opportunities for older persons, including through promoting flexible
work and alternative employability arrangements, as appropriate;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to work with their relevant constituencies
and community-based mechanisms to promote an enabling volunteer environment
for older persons, taking into account different social contexts and norms;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to develop legislation and policies to
promote an enabling environment to the lives of older persons and to proactively
provide services to them and improve the quality of such services, particularly
health services;

Stress the importance of promoting and supporting international efforts,
particularly the efforts exerted by the United Nations, as the UN launched a set of
goals that include raising awareness of the health needs of the older persons and
their contributions to the communities in which they live, and a better
understanding of Covidl19 pandemic's impact on them in order to achieve the
2030 sustainable development objectives;

Call on member parliaments to encourage their governments to continuously
launch programs, initiatives, and events in social development centers in Asian
countries in cooperation with the government and national institutions to raise
awareness among all segments of society about the needs of the older persons, on
the one hand, motivate the older persons and consolidate their role on the other
hand. This, in turn, shall actuate all aspects of the active lives of older persons,
and ensure their active and continuous participation in their communities.
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Res/2023/13
Parliamentary 9 January 2023
Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Human Development in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling our commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals for the
years 2015-2030, which includes poverty eradication and focuses on providing good health,
welfare, gender equality, appropriate education and work, and economic growth; Especially
in view of the need to contain the repercussions of the Covid-19 pandemic outbreak on these
areas in the countries of the continent; and the need for response and recovery policies from
the pandemic to include a guarantee that reverses the negative impact of the pandemic on it;
and the return of the sustainable development process to the right track;

Reaffirming on APA Goals to harness cooperation to use enormous human and natural
resources, and to ensure the interests of all member states;

Reminding parliament members of APA to take collective procedures for supporting
governments and other active parties in the region, and to promote the exchange of opinions
and expertise with parliaments from other regions, in the context of poverty eradication and
promoting equality;

Recognizing that human development is an extensive and accumulative process that, bears
not only financial and economic aspects, but also covers social, cultural, health, natural
environment and political domains, with an ultimate goal of human prosperity;

Taking into consideration acts related to the UN Development Program (UNDP) particularly
the Human Development Report 2020: The next frontier: Human Development and
Anthropocene;

Emphasizing that the human element is the basis of renaissance and material development in
different societies;

Emphasizing the fundamental role of parliaments through the enactment of legislation,
budget adoption, and their role in ensuring human development;

Affirming on the need to train Asian manpower and human resources to realize one of the
most important feature of economic globalization by enhancing their competitive capabilities
in the world market while utilizing the dynamics of globalization in which the balance of
economic power keeps changing;

We therefore,
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Suggest creating a technical and professional training center under the umbrella
of the APA to provide joint efforts to push sustainable development goals
forward;

Encourage setting a unified criterion for national capacity building;

Promote coordination based on professional standards that are set by
professionals
in the job market;

Urge developed countries and also regional United Nation office in Asia to
support the proposed training center project and encourage their parliaments to
take steps towards the realization of this goal in compliance with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals;

Call on APA Member Parliaments to increase the budgetary allocations for
education, health, and housing for their direct impact on developing human
capital, offer adequate opportunities for the human element for creativity,
innovation, and active participation in looking ahead,;

Also call on APA Member Parliaments to create strategic partnerships and work
closely with governments and public institutions on issues related to promoting
human development.
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New

APA 13t Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Draft Res/2023/14
9 January 2023

Turkiye

Parliamentary
Assembly

Draft Resolution on Tourism Cooperation in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Being cognizant of the economic significance of the tourism and travel sectors as well as their
roles in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular in the protection of
cultural and natural heritage and contribution to enhanced mutual understanding and better
relations among peoples as a platform for peace and stability;

Recalling our commitment to the resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
on 25 September 2015, titled “Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development” (A/RES/70/1), which exhorts to develop and implement policies to promote
more resilient, inclusive and sustainable tourism sector, and acknowledges the role of tourism
in creating jobs and promoting local culture and products as well as preserving them for the
future generations;

Taking into account the recommendations and guidelines set forth by the United Nations
World Tourism Organization for actions to be taken to mitigate the adverse impacts of the
Covid-19 pandemic on tourism and for recovery plans and programs for tourism;

Recognizing the potential of multilateral regional frameworks such as the Asia Cooperation
Dialogue (ACD), an Asia wide forum which declared “culture and tourism” as well as
“education and human resource development” as two out of its six priority areas of
cooperation;

Considering the deep-rooted, comprehensive and ever-growing relations between the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly Member States, including in trade, tourism and travel as well as the
need to make best use of this potential;

Recognizing the significant role of parliaments in promoting tourism industry, which employs
and provides livelihoods to high number of people in the Member Countries;

Further acknowledging the short and long-term economic and social impacts of the COVID-
19 pandemic and the need for a speedy and safe recovery in all sectors following the
overall guidance of relevant international organizations and initiatives;

Noting that COVID-19 pandemic had severe negative impacts on tourism industry
worldwide and compelled countries to introduce safe travel measures that need to be
standardized and institutionalized for future similar pandemics;
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Emphasizing the need to consider tourism and travel sectors, which are among the hardest-hit
sectors by the pandemic, as a vital pillar of recovery efforts;

Referring to the importance of increasing bilateral, regional and international cooperation for
the purpose of mitigating the adverse impacts of the pandemic on tourism and travel sectors.

Bearing in mind that worldwide international tourist arrivals dropped down 88 per cent in
the first quarter of the year 2021 compared to the same period in the year 2019 according to
data released by the United Nations World Tourism Organization,

Acknowledging the significance of harmonizing and coordinating the recovery efforts of
the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly and their commitments to increase
exchanges of best practices among the Member Countries in coping with the adverse impacts
of the Covid-19 pandemic on tourism sector in the post-Covid-19 era,

Emphasizing that simplified procedures that will encourage travels among the Member
Countries for touristic purposes will not only help our people interact more, will also make
our destinations of cultural and historical values better-known to our people.

We, therefore,

1. Encourage enhanced dialogue and cooperation in the areas of culture and tourism
among the Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Countries, also within the
framework of relevant multilateral fora;

2. Recognize that tourism plays a significant role in strengthening people to people
contact, cultural cooperation and social and economic development, which will
contribute to the regional integration and connectivity in Asia;

3. Call for the mobilization of our resources in all tourism-related areas and sectors
such as transportation, accommodation, gastronomy, public health by relevant
institutions, and ensuring broader participation of all stakeholders to generate a
sustainable recovery from COVID-19 in tourism and travel,

4. Encourage regional guidelines by competent institutions that will facilitate
comfortable, safe and healthy travel among the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Membercountries;

5. Encourage our citizens to travel to the Member Countries and to work with our
respective tour operators, airlines, hotels and all relevant stakeholders and ensure
close cooperation between our respective tourism, transportation and health
authorities;

6. Invite the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly to undertake concrete
steps in line with the principles put forward by the United Nation World Tourism
Organization to initiate multilateral mechanisms to re-energize and promote tourism
sector by coordinating and aligning efforts and measures taken by each nation in
Asia in the post-Covid-19 pandemic era;
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7. Support to establish a cooperative regional mechanism such as Asian Tourism
Forum under the aegis of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, with participation of
stakeholders across different levels of public and private sector, in order to promote
the tourism sector and seek a swift and robust revitalization of the sector across Asia
in the aftermath of the post-Covid-19 pandemic era.
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New

. APA 13t Plenary/SC-Social and Cultural Affairs/Draft Res/2023/15
Parliamentary 9 January 2023

Assembly Turkiye

Draft Resolution on Sustainable Tourism Cooperation in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2017/12 Resolution on The Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting
the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals;

Re-emphasizing cultural diversity and protection of cultural heritage in Asia;
Highlighting promotion of inter-faith dialogue and harmony among World Religions;

Recalling UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/75/229 on Promotion of sustainable
tourism, including ecotourism, for poverty eradication and environment protection;

Stressing that poverty is a multifaceted problem that requires a multifaceted and integrated
approach in addressing its economic, political, social, environmental and institutional
dimensions at all levels;

Recognizing that sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, health tourism, cultural tourism,
pilgrimage tourism is a cross-cutting activity that effectively contribute to the three
dimensions of sustainable development and the achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals, including by fostering economic growth, alleviating poverty, creating full and
productive employment and decent work for all, accelerating the change to more sustainable
consumption and production patterns and promoting the sustainable use of oceans, seas and
marine resources, promoting local culture, improving the quality of life and the economic
empowerment of young people and development of better living conditions for rural
populations;

Noting the initiatives launched and the events organized at the sub regional, regional and
international levels in the field of sustainable tourism;

Acknowledging the contribution of tourism industry to the economic development of the
societies and as a tool for promoting understanding, peace and prosperity among nations;

Underlining the vast potential of the our region in the field of tourism and its ability to
increase the region’s share in global tourism and calling upon the need for protection and
conservation of its natural and cultural heritage and safeguarding cultural richness, natural
beauty, social values as well as local communities and traditions of the indigenous peoples;

Have decided to,
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10.

11.

Establish our region as a peaceful and green tourism destination with diverse
products and high quality services while ensuring responsible and sustainable
tourism development and upgrading quality of life of the people through effective
involvement of all stake holders throughout the process;

Promote Inter- regional tourism cooperation through regional integration
organizations particularly ASEAN, ECO and other existing platforms;

Support regional tourism exchanges particularly for persons engaged in the
tourism industry;

Promote Silk Road tourism through arranging events and festivals and in
cooperation with the international community and relevant organizations will be
revived;

Facilitate Visa procedures for the citizens of the Region;

Strengthen and diversify tourism health/medical, culture, winter, sea, mountain
desert, religious and other niche areas/domains;

Support utilization of electronic media, human resource development and
capacity building activities;

Devise and promote green tourism strategy in collaboration with international
tourism bodies;

Encourage private sector and local community involvement in the tourism
activities will be strengthened:;

Selecting the city of Zanjan, Islamic Republic of Iran as Asia Tourism Capital
for the years 2023 as well as the cities of -------------- for the years 2024 and 2025
respectively;

Requests the Secretariat to submit to the next meeting of...,a report on the
implementation of the present resolution, including recommendations on ways
and means to promote sustainable tourism in Asia, in a balanced and integrated
manner.
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Attachment VIII

' Asian APA SC Economic and Sustainable Development/Rep/2023/04
“ Parliamentary 10 January 2023
./ Assembly Turkiye

Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development

10 January 2023
Antalya, Republic of Turkiye

Final Report

The Meeting of the APA Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable
Development was held on January 10 in Antalya, Turkiye and chaired by the
Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain. Parliamentary

delegations from following member countries participate in the Meeting:

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Irag, Kuwait, Pakistan ,Palestine, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Thailand,

Timor-Leste, Turkiye, UAE and Yemen.
1. Adoption of the Agenda
Participants unanimously adopted the Draft Agenda.

(Attachment |)

2. Opening remarks by the Chairperson:

H.E. Dr. Abdul-Aziz MP from the Council of Representatives of the Kingdom
of Bahrain and Chairman of the meeting welcomed all the participants and
briefed them on the main subjects under discussion at this Committee and
expressed his wish to see them all in Manama for the March IPU and APA
meetings. (Attachment II)
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3. Report of the Secretariat:

The Secretariat presented a summary report on the latest activities of the

Standing Committee.

4. Consideration of the Draft Resolutions recommended by the Executive

Council:

Out of the 8 Draft Resolutions, 6 drafts were adopted with minor changes and
Draft resolutions on “Economic Growth” and “Water and Sanitation in Asia for

all” were deferred to the next meeting of the Standing Committee.

A number of member parliaments addressed the preamble and operative paras
of draft resolution on Water and Sanitation. The Chair reminded that this
document will be deferred to the next Standing Committee meeting for further
consideration. The issue concerning the necessity of addressing shared water
resources between neighboring countries was also raised by few participants.
Participants emphasized on the importance of water sanitation for all countries
in Asia and debated on the way forward to solve this vital topic. The
optimization of usage of water in all sectors was highlighted by few delegations

as well.

There were some minor amendments on the part of the participants on several
draft resolutions. The Chair requested participants to forward them in written
form to the APA Secretariat.

(Attachment I11)

5. Any other matters.

No issue was raised.
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Attachment |

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Standing Committee on Economic and
Sustainable Development

Antalya, Turkiye
8-10 January 2023

Draft Agenda

(12/12/2022 by APA Secretariat)-V6

1- Adoption of the Agenda

2- Opening Remarks by Chairperson

3- Report of the Secretariat

4- Consideration of Draft Resolutions recommended by the
Executive Council

5- Any other matters.
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Attachment 11

Opening Remarks by Chair of Standing
Committee on Economic and Sustainable
Development

Bahrain was elected as VP and Chair of St. Com on
Economic and Sustainable Development in 2020

The virtual meeting of this committee was held on May
2021 in Manama.

After extensive discussion on 8 Draft resolutions, 6 were
adopted with minor changes.

the Chair ruled that the draft resolution on Economic
Growth be differed to the next meeting,

Also the draft resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia
was deferred.
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Attachment 111

Resolutions of the Standing Committee on
Economic and Sustainable Development

Draft Resolution on the Establishment of an Asian Energy Market

Draft Resolution on Environmental Issue

Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth (Deferred)
Draft Resolution on Poverty Eradication

Draft Resolution on “The Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting the Implementation of
the Sustainable Development Goals”

Draft Resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All (Deferred)

Draft Resolution on Adopting a Road Map Providing for Measures to Stimulate Green
Finance

Draft Resolution on Asian Climate Financial Initiative
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Asian APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Res/2023/01
Parliamentary 10 January 2023
Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on the Establishment of an Asian Energy Market

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the United Nations' 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) adopted by world
leaders in September 2015 for a more prosperous future, and that is through the promotion of
prosperity, increase of social welfare, and protection of the planet,

Calling upon Asian parliaments to fulfill their commitments on reducing the effects of
climate change in accordance with the principles of equity, common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities, to adopt effective policies to improve the use of
natural resources in Asia and to promote economic growth,

Suggesting the establishment of clean energy markets that will enable Asian countries make
optimal utilization of their natural resources and export the surplus to other Asian countries,

Stressing on the importance of protecting and developing this important sector which plays
an integral role in the prosperity of Asian societies,

Believing that an Asian Energy Market will contribute in creating energy production projects,
in particular renewable energy projects, which will provide for investment partnership
opportunities for the establishment of alternative energy projects between the public and
private sector, and among countries of the Asian continent,

Aiming to realize four of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's) 2030 by the use of
green energy instead of traditional energy sources, achieve economic growth, and reduce
poverty through job creation and the creation of partnerships among Asian countries,

Supporting the efforts to reduce the use of fossil fuels gradually in a way that does not harm
their economic growth as they produce the highest greenhouse emissions, and the creation of
competitive markets for sustainable energy according to national circumstances, needs and
priorities,

Realizing that the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic has impeded local efforts in many
countries of the continent to fulfill previously made climate commitments, such as
postponing important climate initiatives, suspending programs to "reduce carbon emissions”,
and extending deadlines granted to companies to meet environmental standards Postponing
tenders to build several renewable energy projects,
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Stressing the importance of joint efforts by Asian countries to provide energy at reasonable
prices for the Asian energy market,

We therefore,

1. Call for the liberation of production and service in the energy sector in Asia, in
order to support the international measures for combating climate change, and to
move forward in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the
United Nations for the year 2030;

2. Encourage cooperation among Asian countries to achieve the SDG's by
establishing a Joint Energy Market, and coordinate between the government and
private sectors in a bid to create partnerships that may become means for the
promotion of economic prosperity in Asia;

3. Support the comprehensive green and blue development for sustainable
development, and promote the investment in infrastructure and the use of
technology that helps in improving alternative energy resources and reduce
climate change;

4.  Call also for emphasizing the importance of renewable energy and energy
efficiency in achieving sustainable development and the protection of
environment by the use of environment-friendly substances for future
generations;

5. Welcome the assistance provided for the least developed Asian countries in the
use of alternative energy, and the assistance in the optimal utilization of their
natural resources, in order to improve their economy and create a sustainable
work environment;

6.  Call on the parliaments of Asian countries to take into account, when adopting
response and recovery policies from the Corona pandemic, as well as when
developing legislation and approving budgets for this purpose, to ensure the
achievement of a sustainable and comprehensive recovery from the pandemic in
which energy transformation is at the heart of its concerns, in order to accelerate
the shift towards alternative and renewable energy sources that are environment
sensitive;

7. Urge member parliaments on the importance of legislation and enactment of laws
of renewable energy to activate the role of Asian parliaments in the future of
renewable energy.
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\ Asian APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Res/2023/02
Parliamentary 10 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Environmental Issues

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, the decisions of the United Nations
Climate Action Summit in September 2019, the Climate Aspiration Summit in December
2020, and the Climate Adaptation Summit in January 2021; All of which affirmed the
determination of the international community to critically address environmental and climate
change issues, and broaden the scope of emission reduction targets; Given the threat that
climate change poses to human life and stability,

Recalling APA Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and

Planting Billions of Trees Throughout Asia (APA/Res/2015/07) adopted at the®APA
Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015, the Paris Agreement on Climate Change
and other relevant APA resolutions,

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming,
and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document SG/Rep/2016/03-2
dated 20 July 2016,

Adhering to the important role of environment in the sustainable development and meeting
needs of increasing world population particularly countries of Asia which are facing dire
consequences of climate change,

Recognizing the need to pursue the sustainable development namely the economic growth,
social development and environmental protection in a balanced and mutually supportive
manner,

Highlighting the link between sustainable development and other relevant ongoing processes
such as that the implementation of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), Paris agreement UN Convention Biological Diversity (UNCBD), UN
Convention to Combat Desertification and the outcome of the International Conference on
Financing for Development among others is linked with global sustainable development
agenda,

Emphasizing the natural capital such as forests, biodiversity, freshwater, and coastal and
marine ecosystems as being essential to making “green economies” a reality; and we shall

maintain and protect these capitals from any threats that might harm it or any of its elements,

Recognizing that climate change represents an urgent and potentially irreversible threat to
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human societies and the planet and thus requires the widest possible cooperation by all
countries, and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response, with a
view to accelerating the mitigation and adaptation efforts as well as accelerating provision of
Means of Implementation including finance mobilization from developed to developing
countries (MOI),

Underlining the necessity of a comprehensive and long-term strategy to combat
drought, forest fire, air pollution, sand and dust storms, desertification land degradation and
marine life deterioration, thus improving the living conditions of the people living in arid,
semi-arid and coastal areas,

Recognizing the significance of exchanging information on environmental issues among
Asian countries and transfer of environmentally sound technologies, in particular scientific,
capacity building and technical assistance, from those states with high capabilities in the
area of sustainable development to less developed countries in Asia,

Recognizing the urgent need to enhance the provision of finance, technology and capacity-
building support by developed country Parties, in a scaled up, easily accessible, adequate,
new, additional and predictable manner, to enable enhanced pre-2023climate action by
developing country Parties,

Concerned about the negative environmental impact of unbridled energy consumption on a
global scale and particularly in Asia,

Encouraging Asian parliaments of the countries which supported the Doha amendment to the
Kyoto Protocol to speed up their acceptance of the second commitment period of the Kyoto
Protocol, in order to provide further momentum for global climate action for the years leading
up to 2023,

Calling up on developed countries and international institutions to assist Asian developing
countries, in their efforts to deal with negative consequences of environmental degradation
effectively and reiterating the importance of devising a proper mechanism for technology
transfer and financing from developed to developing countries,

Emphasizing that substantive involvement of APA in the latest state of affairs as regards the
ongoing negotiations within the context of UNFCCC, exchange of views among Member
Parliaments and striving for bringing as much coordination and collaboration as possible in
relevant negotiating for a view to serving and improving the common regional interest of
Asia is a compelling imperative,

Acknowledging the role of civil society, NGOs, policy think tanks, business and academia in
the protection of environment through their inputs to the environmental policy formulation
as well as implementation at the local, national and regional levels,

Emphasizing the importance of cooperation among Member Parliaments with regard to
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efforts to combat drought, desertification, land degradation, sand and dust storms, forest fire,
air pollution, and non-biodegradable marine debris,

Recognizing the success by Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
(UNCSD) in raising global awareness and international collaboration in the economic and
environmental fields and the promotion of transparency,

Recalling the role of United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in strengthening and
building national capacity to promote sustainable management of the environment and in the
implementation of programs that take into account environmental considerations,

Agreeing to uphold and promote regional and international cooperation in order to mobilize
stronger and more ambitious action in mitigation and adaptation efforts and the mean of
implementation by all Parties and non-Party stakeholders, including civil society, the private
sector, financial institutions, cities and other sub-national authorities, local communities
and indigenous peoples, as applicable,

Stressing that all parties as well as all the stakeholders, including the business sectors have
responsibility to preserve and conserve environment and that any ecological and
environmental damage should be held responsible, according to the prevailing laws and
regulations with respect to the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities, in the light of different national circumstances,

Stressing the central role of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in providing
collective international response to the challenges of global climate change,

Realizing that although global emissions have decreased by about 6% during the first months
of the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, in order to serve the sustainable development
goals related to climate change, the economic and industrial downturn resulting from the
outbreak of the pandemic is not a substitute for sustainable climate action that enables
economies to Growth and job creation, simultaneously addressing climate issues and
environmental protection,

Emphasizing the role of parliaments in encouraging their governments to develop plans and
strategies in terms of developing solutions to environmental issues and supporting sustainable
development goals,

The importance of encouraging parliaments to call on their governments to agree to all
international resolutions established to protect the environment, and to confront thermal
emissions and climate changes, according to confirmed international agreements and
decisions issued by the United Nations and other international conferences in support the
action plan to achieve the goals of sustainable development,

Emphasizing the importance of investing in scientific research and studies that would provide
solutions to reduce environmental issues, and the importance of investing in modern
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technology and innovation to reduce environmental issues and support sustainable
development goals,

We therefore,

1.

Take into account the adoption of Paris Agreement at the 21st session of the
Conference of the Parties of UNFCCC in December 2015;

Urge the adoption of the Paris Agreement Work Programme (PAWP) at the 24th
session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC in December 2018 for
operationalization of the Paris Agreement, 2015; We also welcome the decisions
of the Climate Ambition Summit in December 2020 and the Climate Adaptation
Summit in January 2021,

Invite Members of APA parliaments to be mindful of the right to an ecologically-
balanced environment;

Urge Member Parliaments to modify, or enact, laws according to their respective
needs to enforce strict protection of natural habitats and environment, as well as
people, threatened by environmental deterioration;

Call upon all Member Parliaments to promote the efficiency and effectiveness of
targeted development programs through coordination efforts, including by UNDP;

Call upon APA Member countries to take more concrete steps for public
awareness concerning environmental protection and facilitating implementation
of a global-scale system of interconnected collective and national efforts to
mitigate negative anthropogenic impact on climate with a view to achieving
sustainable development;

Urge APA Parliaments to support Sustainable Development Goals more actively
with regard to environmental issues by adopting appropriate legislations;

Call on APA member countries to uphold rule of law on environmental issues
and to share good practices on that matter;

Invite the APA Member Parliaments to proceed with legislation and other legal
actions deemed appropriate and instrumental in encouraging the governments to
formulate and implement legislations, policies and measures with regard to the
following:

o Integrating climate policies in broader development policies with a
view to making implementation and overcoming barriers easier as
appropriate;

o Financing and encouraging R&D for low carbon or cleaner
technologies with a view to stimulating technological advances,
reduce costs, and enable progress toward stabilization;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

o Legalizing the necessity of observing the Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) as a step towards bringing a balance between the
three pillars of sustainable development namely: economic growth,
social development and environmental protection;

o Encouraging the maximum possible interaction, coordination,
integrity and solidarity among Asian delegations involved in climate
change negotiations with a view to providing for a collective wisdom
by Asia as their common interests which in turn shall strengthen
Asian regionalism and contribute to the cause of an Asian integration;

o Interacting with and make collective attempts with other Asian States
Parties for pushing the environmental priorities and urgencies of Asia
within the agenda of financial and technological mechanisms of
environment related instruments such as Global Environmental
Facility(GEF), those operating within UNEP and the established
technological and financial mechanisms in Durban in 2011;

Invite APA Member Parliaments to exchange experiences and best practices on
environmental issues and provide, data and information concerning issues related
to sustainable development, climate change and other environment related
major issues to the Secretariat to be compiled in a database for the reference and
use by all Member Parliaments;

Invite also APA Member Parliaments who are in a position to do so, to provide
means of implementation including finances, technology development and
transfer, and capacity building support to APA members in their efforts to
combat climate change and drought, desertification, land degradation, sand and
dust storms forest fire, and air pollution;

Call on APA Member Parliament to urge their respective governments to
implement projects and programs in line with their contribution/commitments
as mentioned in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs); in line
with the Paris Agreement as appropriate; and intensifying qualitative
environmental campaigns with the development of preventive and remedial
environmental plans;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to support the objectives of the Paris Agreement
on mitigation, adaptation, finance support, technology transfer and capacity
building, early complete the system of law and policy in line with international
commitment in response to climate change as appropriate;

Note with concern that the estimated aggregate greenhouse gas emission levels in
2025 and 2030 resulting from the nationally determined contributions do not fall
within least-cost 2°C scenarios;

Recommend action be taken by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) within existing
framework to assist the Asian region and especially its developing nations on
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

the basis of equity with mitigating the effects of climate change and protecting
natural resources in order to ensure a healthy environment for future generations
to promote mitigation, as appropriate and adapt to the increasing effects of
climate change and the protection of natural resources;

Call upon APA to expand partnership with countries and partners outside the
region, particularly the European Union, to exchange information on climate
change, and natural disaster, mobilized financial resources to invest in project
related to clean and energy saving technologies, and establish a research center in
Asia to provide aid to the developing Asian countries in support for national
policy programs with regards to sustainable Information and Communication
Technology (ICT);

Recommend APA Members to deliberate the mechanism for an Asia wide
response in times of natural disasters and calamities to provide timely aid and
rescue to those in need of help;

Call on the parliaments of Asian countries to make among the priorities of the
response and recovery programs from the Covid-19 pandemic to inject the
required investments to accelerate the removal of carbon from Asian economies,
the shift to economic patterns that are less harmful to the environment, the
expansion of green economy and the recycling economy, renewable and
sustainable energy sources, and the application of sustainable climate measures in
fulfillment of the Paris Agreement requirements to combat climate change;

Request APA Member Parliaments who are in a position to do so to offer advice
and support to the other members on how to acquire and effectively utilize the
tools to combat economic shocks resulting from climate change, such as damage
to property and infrastructure, lost productivity, and coping costs through the
preparation of sustainable policies pertaining to disaster preparation programs
with special attention given to the needs of the rural population; rain water
harvesting; green roofs; river embankment strengthening; food silos; early
warning systems; and information and communication technology to facilitate
information sharing;

Request the Secretary General to seek views of APA Member Parliaments on the
implementation of the present resolution and report there on to the next session of
the Standing-Committee in 2021.
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(Deferred)

APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Draft Res/2023/03
10 January 2023

Turkiye

Parliamentary
Assembly

Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA resolution on Ramification of International Financial Crisis for the
Economies of Countries of APA Member Parliaments, APA/Res/2015/13 and other relevant
APA resolutions;

Expressing concern on repercussions of the sovereign defaults and financial markets
volatility to the economic growth in APA countries;

Also Expressing concern on the adverse impact of the continuing fragility of the global
economy, the slow pace of the restoration of global growth and trade, increasing
protectionism and inward-looking policies, with increasing systemic risks that threaten
financial stability, including in developing countries.

Noting that a social order based on justice and egalitarianism is of critical importance to
accelerate social and economic progress everywhere, help in achieving international peace
and harmony;

Appreciating the measures that have already been taken by Asian Parliaments and their
governments to contain the negative impacts of economic crisis in their economies, and
expect them to take further steps to stimulate their respective economies;

Noting that the economic growth in Asian Economies has not been shared equally in the
society whereby the Gini Coefficient, as reported by the Asian Development Bank, has grown
significantly over the past decades and that regional cooperation which have already existed
in Asia could serve as a platform for enhancing cooperation among sub regional economic
organization that would improve welfare for all in Asia;

Noting that peace and stability in the region is an important contributor to economic growth
and that occupation, violence and political instability act as inhibitors for economic
development and that maintaining regional collaboration on political stability is crucial;

Recognizing also the necessity to effectively reform the current global financial architecture
S0 as to achieve a more balanced world economic and financial order;

Encouraging parliaments to adopt policies through enactment of law and legislations, their
legislative and scrutiny roles aiming to enhance the small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
and the role of the private sector and increasing its contribution to economic integration, in
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order to create the appropriate job and jobs opportunities to achieve a comprehensive
economic development on human and financial levels in Asia;

Emphasizing that the international financial system should bolster sustainable, inclusive and
sustained economic growth, sustainable development and job creation, promote financial
inclusion and support efforts to eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including
extreme poverty and hunger, in particular in developing countries, while allowing for the
coherent mobilization of all sources of financing for development.

Also Emphasizing on the role of the private sector by influencing national expenditure
policies through the roles of parliaments, particularly with regard to discussions and approval
of budgets and financial accounts, as well as the adoption of investment laws and the
provision of incentives and guarantees for private sector growth;

We therefore,

1. Call upon Asian governments to adopt new policy approaches to develop a more
comprehensive and innovative growth strategies needed to sustain a more
resilient, balanced, sustainable and inclusive economic growth as necessary
means to create decent jobs and reduce inequalities to promote the formation of a
regional SME's network;

2. Urge Member Parliaments to remove all obstacles to socio-economic progress
and all forms of discriminations,

3. Call upon APA Parliaments to ensure by all means, respect for the dignity and
value of all human beings and ensure adherence to human rights and social justice
by legislative and oversight means, ensuring equality of opportunity for all;

4.  Encourage APA Member Parliaments to work on an informal debate at APA
platform on the potential benefits of social justice in their respective countries and
promote greater cooperation for equitable economic development in Asia;

5.  Call upon APA member parliaments to support the development of Asian-led
multilateral bank and its capacity to promote equitable economic growth, improve
national and trans-boundary connectivity and to seek possible establishment of a
regional stabilization fund in times of economic crisis;

6. Encourage APA member governments to create a protocol to enhance resilience
to economic crisis which regulates the allocation for some budget reserves for
economic crisis mitigation;

7. Also encourage APA member governments to promote cross-border private
investments while ensuring an institutional capacity and prudent regulatory frame
work to enable countries to absorb large capital flows, while at the same time
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

using bilateral swap arrangement to promote the role of local currency in
financing cross-border trade;

Urge APA Member Legislatures to promote social justice and development in
their respective policies as a common interest of all nations of Asia by
encouraging, promoting and endorsing national and regional efforts and execute
developmental plans and strategies to raise the living standards of people;

Recommend APA Member Parliaments to promote adoption of Basel Il to
improve supervision on financial sector governance and to fill any financial gap
in case of any monetary crises.

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to support implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and focus on policies that alleviate poverty,
including improving access to health, education, capital, employment and social
protection to help close income inequalities;

Call on APA member parliaments to consider reviewing their respective

legislations, where appropriate, to give more support to small and medium

enterprises (SMEs) by giving access to low interest credit loan and to provide
capacity building and regional networking to integrate SMEs into regional and
global value chains;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to support financial inclusion for the poor
and other vulnerable segments of society in each respective country and to share
best practices of financial inclusion in the region;

Also Encourage APA Member Parliaments to support the conduct of
comprehensive studies, with regional and global coordination regarding weak
community groups, in the support of the need for the financial integration of the
underprivileged.

Stress the importance of investing in human development and activate the
concept of partnership among member states and to provide sufficient public
funding for education and health for everyone, without discrimination, to face
the future global and Asian economic demands;

Stress the critical importance of a stable, inclusive and enabling global economic
environment for the advancement of sustainable development, for the reliable and
effective financing of development and for the implementation of the 2030
Agenda, mobilizing public and private, as well as domestic and international
resources.

Request the APA Member governments to channel more funds in joint research
and development (R&D) activities as a means to spur innovation and viable
economic growth strategies to sustain a more resilient economic growth;

Also request the APA Member governments to promote the implementation of
low carbon economy despite the global economy deceleration;
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Call upon the APA Member Parliaments to continuously promote the need for
reform in global financial institutions and architecture, financial technology
regulation, with the view for a balanced world economic and financial order;

Call Upon APA member countries to strive to create an enabling institutional and
business environment that can promote financial stability, financial inclusion, and
efficient mobilization and utilization of the available resources;

Recommend establishment of a Technical Working Group so as to study the
terminology issues related to green funding, classification of relevant financial
instruments, methodology for standardizing such instruments and their
subsequent certification;

Call Upon APA member countries to facilitate investing their sovereign funds
and encourage their private investors to invest more in Asia and to create an
appropriate and attractive environment for Asian investment;

Strongly Express Its Concern to the use of sanctions or any mechanisms of
financial and economic pressure on APA Member States applied for political
purposes;

Request the Secretary General to seek the views of APA Member Parliaments on
the implementation of the present resolution and report there on to the next
session of the Standing-Committee in 2018;
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Asian APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Res/2023/04
Parliamentary 10 January 2023
Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Poverty Eradication

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia (APA/Res/2015/08) adopted at the
8th APA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant
APA resolutions,

Underlining the significance of the role of Parliaments both in advocating and oversight of
achievements of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs), especially on Poverty Eradication,

Welcoming the High-level Plenary meeting of the U.N. General-Assembly on the Sustainable
Development Goals in September 2015 and its outcome; entitled as “Transforming our world:
the 2030 agenda for sustainable development”, in particular referring to goal 2 of sustainable
development to eradicate hunger, enhance food security and improve nutrition by
promoting sustainable agriculture,

Reaffirming that each country must take primary responsibility for its own development and
that the role of national policies and strategies cannot be overemphasized in the poverty
eradication; articulating that SDGs are interconnected and the role of economic growth is
fundamental to poverty eradication, so much as investing in health and education,

Welcoming bilateral, triangular, regional and multilateral cooperation to eradicate poverty,
create jobs, address the consequences of international financial crises, promote sustainable
development, and advance market-based industrial transformation and economic
diversification,

Underlining the fact that the eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions is an
ethical, social, political, environmental and economic imperative of all humankind, and in
this regard recognizing that there is a need to better understand and address the
multidimensional nature of development and poverty in a multifaceted and integrated
approach,

Emphasizing that the implementation of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development depends
crucially on the transformation of rural areas, where most of the poor and hungry live,

Recalling that nearly 80 per cent of the extreme poor live in rural areas and work in
agriculture and that devoting resources to the development of rural areas and sustainable
agriculture and supporting smallholder farmers, especially women farmers, is key to ending
poverty in all its forms and dimensions by, inter alia, improving the welfare of farmers,
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Stressing at the same time the need for enhanced international cooperation on poverty
eradication, and the obligation of developed countries to provide financial, technical and
capacity building assistance along with support in the form of trade, investment and
technological transfer to developing countries,

Realizing fully that the negative repercussions of the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic have
led to a sharp rise in unemployment rates, decline in production rates, lower growth rates,
increased poverty and low development indicators, and that they have pushed millions of people
in various countries of the continent into extreme poverty due to the sharp decline in economic
activities, and that their effects have disproportionately affected the most vulnerable groups,
especially women and children, people with disabilities, the poorest and other marginalized
groups, which imposes concerted efforts by Asian countries to eradicate poverty in all its forms,
being the biggest obstacle to achieving the goals sustainable development,

Noting that poverty alleviation is important to combat international terrorism, abuse of
women & children and drug trafficking, arms smuggling, human trafficking, sea piracy and
transnational crimes,

Acknowledging that any constraint on the political and economic development of any country
would undermine the effort to poverty eradication and hamper the realization of other SDG’s,

Recognizing that the SDGs balance all the three crucial dimensions of sustainable
development, namely the economic, the social and the environmental,

Reaffirming that poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and its
alleviation and, eventually, its eradication, is an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development,

Supporting also a publicity campaign to raise awareness in the society about SDG, utilizing
the potentials of mass media,

Emphasizing that achieving food security requires efforts and coordination at both national
and international level,

Recognizing the important role of agriculture in meeting needs of increasing world
population, underlining that sustainable agriculture practices and rural development are key
approaches to increase food security,

We therefore,
1.  Urge APA Member Parliaments to work closely with their governments in the

formulation and implementation of the measures which are outlined in the
2030 Agenda for the Sustainable Development;
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Determine to be more ambitious in our efforts to eradicate poverty, reduce
inequality, ensure food security, access to healthcare and education;

Develop a developmental strategic vision in cooperation with Member
Parliaments and their governments regarding poverty eradication, provided that
developed vision shall contain plans with measurable and assessable indicators;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to redouble their efforts in supporting activities
of poverty eradication and encourage their respective governments to facilitate
the implementation of effective policies to promote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work
for all;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to create awareness among general public about
the importance of sustainable food consumption and production and take
possible steps to ensure it and harness all parliamentary efforts to enact laws that
work for the interest of food security;

Invite APA Member Parliaments to adopt necessary legislation to:
a) improve labor market regulations;
b) support the informal sector and offering increased security to it;

c) establish legal savings and loan associations that can help to reduce the
reliance on moneylenders;

d) promote modern agriculture which contributes essentially to reduction of
poverty in urban and rural areas;

e) empower the poor to improve their living conditions and participate in
decision-making which affects their lives;

f) help to upgrade the infrastructure and services in areas where the poor live and
work with emphasis on creating better opportunities for the poor
especially girls, which will contribute to increased female labor force
participation;

g) improve disaster preparedness, disaster relief as well as post-disaster
economic recovery;

Stress the necessity to adopt strategies to improve life quality, offer higher levels
of welfare, by developing necessary policies and laws to force establishments to
comply with environmental regulations; to support the development of local
technology, research and innovation, taking into consideration the obligations
highlighted by the 21st Century Agenda, the Global Summit on SDGs, and UN
Environment Program;
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to support investment in climate resilient
agriculture and to adopt a unified approach to combat hunger by promoting
public and private investments, increased access to inputs, lands and
technologies;

Invite APA Member Parliaments to take appropriate legislative measures for
poverty alleviation including providing social safety nets to the poor and the
vulnerable;

Recommend APA Member Parliaments to support and strengthen the capacities
of government and communities to prepare for and respond to acute hunger
arising from disasters through community based on adaptation;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to take joint action to organize aid
campaigns, on a voluntary basis upon the request of a Member Parliament, for
assistance in the context of alleviating poverty including to enhance domestic
production of food by participating in agricultural technologies and training
programs;

Urge APA Member States to give significance to development of sustainable
agriculture practices while making national policies, to achieve Sustainable
Development Goals;

Call for increased cooperation between developed and developing member
countries for improving food security by means of bilateral, regional and
multilateral information sharing, especially in an area of sustainable agricultural
technology;

Stress the significance of women participation and contribution in agriculture
sector for improving productivity, food security and eliminating poverty;

Stress the need to enhance and expand access by developing countries to
appropriate technologies that are pro-poor and raise productivity and underlines
the need for measures to increase investment in agriculture, including modern
technologies as well as in natural resources management and capacity-building of
the developing countries;

Stress that the achievement of sustainable development and the eradication of
poverty also hinge on the ability and readiness of countries to effectively mobilize
domestic resources, attract foreign direct investment, fulfil official development
assistance commitments and use official development assistance effectively and
facilitate the transfer of technology to developing countries, on mutually agreed
terms;

Affirm the need for the parliaments of Asian countries, in the process of
approving and recovering from the policies of responding to the COVID-19
pandemic, to place the fight against poverty at the heart of response and recovery
programs and policies, so that they introduce legislative amendments and approve
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18.

financial allocations that achieve this goal, and to ensure that response recovery
programs are in the interest of the poor, and in an effort to raise their standard of
living and to enhance their access to economic resources, basic services, natural
resources, appropriate new technology, and financial services, including
microfinance;

Request the Secretary General to request in his turn the Member Parliaments to
offer their views regarding the efforts exerted for the implementation of this
Resolution, and submit their reports before the next meeting of the Standing
Committee 2021.

Page 176 of 264



\ Asian APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Res;/2023/05
Parliamentary 10 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on “The Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting the
Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals”

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Acknowledging the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of
Post-2015 Development Agenda entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, ” adopted in September 2015,

Referring to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Hanoi Declaration on The Sustainable
Development Goals: Turning Words into Action, adopted at its 132" Assembly, held in
Hanoi, Vietnam, March 2015; and other relevant inter-parliamentary organizations
resolutions,

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” eradicating poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development, its commitment to achieving sustainable
development in its three dimensions — economic, social and environmental — in a balanced
and integrated manner, and to building upon the achievements of the Millennium
Development Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business,

Being convinced that the SDGs are integrated and indivisible, global in nature and universally
applicable, upholding the principle of common but differentiated responsibility, taking into
account different national capacities, levels of development, and respecting national policies
and priorities,

Underlining that strong political will and leadership of the parliaments and governments are
essential for the achievement of the SDGs,

Emphasizing the need for a solidarity among governments, parliaments and the people to
recognize the importance of the development particularly in the areas of health, education,
housing, food security, nutrition and environmental sustainability,

Noting the significant progress made by countries in strengthening their public-private
partnership readiness and institutional capacities through legislation and establishment of
public-private partnership units in relevant government departments,

Welcoming the establishment of the Sustainable Development Goals Commission in each
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Asian parliaments as the best practices to pursue the objectives of the SDGs at national level,

Bearing in mind that the unprecedented outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, and the
disastrous effects it has caused throughout the world, have made achieving the sustainable
development goals more difficult, given that the economic, social and humanitarian impacts
resulting from the pandemic have eroded the efforts made at the level of the Asian continent
to achieve the sustainable development goals, and therefore most Asian governments alone
will not be able to reverse that impact, which requires uniting their efforts and mobilizing
their resources in order to achieve the sustainable development goals,

Noting that, over the course of thirty years, human development rates have been achieving
gains year by year at an average global level, but the negative impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on the health, education and income levels has changed this continuous trend of
gains and has even reversed it in many Asian countries, whereas many countries are
witnessing a significant decline in the areas of basic human development, in the largest
decline ever recorded,

We therefore,

1.  Endorse the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the outcome document
of the UN Summit which adopted the SDGs as the new development frame work
for 2015- 2030. The list of the SDGs is annexed;

2. Urge APA Member Parliaments to uphold Parliamentary Diplomacy as an
instrument to improve the implementation of SDG’s in general and APA
priorities including environmental protection, poverty eradication, protection of
the safety of energy market in Asia, economic growth of APA Member States and
preventing of Water crisis in particular;

3. Invite APA Members States to review and assess opportunities and legislative
gaps to engage the private sector to invest in infrastructure on a sustainable basis;

4.  Call upon Member Parliaments to develop strategies in support of government
efforts regarding SDGs, and how to expand the use of clean and renewable
energy such as solar, hydro and wind energy;

5. Decide to be actively involved in the integration of SDGs into national
development programs and the formulation of national policies to support the
mainstreaming and implementation of SDGs;

6. Invite APA members to involve all actors in sustainable development
consideration to ensure transparency and accountability in the implementation
process;

7. Urge the Asian Parliaments to contribute to the national efforts towards
achieving the SDGs including through the establishment of the appropriate
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

mechanisms to monitor the implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda at national level;

Recommend to Asian Parliaments and Governments to consider establishing an
Asian information center in order to provide independent, scientific and reliable
data and analytical information in reference to sustainable development
indicators;

Call upon APA Members to provide adequate budgetary resources and adopt
legislations which are relevant to support and monitor the successful
implementation of the SDGs;

Resolve to strengthen the role of national parliaments in promoting of SDGs so
that people understand that the SDGs are relevant to their lives;

Request the Standing Committees of APA to deliberate in a comprehensive
manner issues of SDGs which are relevant to the work of their committees;

Recognize Parliaments role in the private sector, by promoting national
expenditure policies, through parliament’s regulatory roles, particularly regarding
the discussion and adoption of budgets and final accounts, and for the
endorsement of investment laws, supply of sufficient incentives and securities for
private sector growth;

Stress the importance to develop data and indicators to setup a proper follow-up
mechanism on the implementation of SDGs and the need to strengthen statistical
capacities of all countries to support the progress;

Call upon parliaments to contribute, through its roles, to highlight the priority to
the enhancement of sustainable agriculture as food security, will constitute the
most insisting problem of future sustainable development objectives;

Urge Asian governments to engage in bilateral, regional or multilateral
partnerships in order to build infrastructures and sustainable development
projects, using governmental and sovereign funds;

Circulate and exchange the experiences, procedures and measures that represent
successful models in the field of sustainable development among all members of
the association in order to benefit, replicate, build upon and be guided by them;

Call Upon APA member states to strengthen regional economic cooperation and
integration to enhance regional connectivity in supporting the implementation of
the SDGs;

Call on Asian countries to adopt a coordinated and comprehensive multilateral
response in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic that puts the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals back on track; Under the leadership, insight,
innovation and adequate, coordinated and coherent financing, and cooperation
between all governments and stakeholders, and with the participation of the
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19.

United Nations bodies and other relevant intergovernmental and regional bodies,
and relevant civil society institutions, affirming the principle of partnership and
joint Asian ownership;

Request all APA Member Parliaments to report their achievements in the
implementation of the SDGs to the APA Secretariat in order to provide
information for further discussion in the next Economic and Sustainable
Development Standing Committee upcoming meetings.
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Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 1
Goal 2

Goal 3
Goal 4

Goal 5
Goal 6

Goal 7
Goal 8

Goal 9

Goal 10
Goal 11
Goal 12
Goal 13
Goal 14

Goal 15

Goal 16

Goal 17

End poverty in all its forms every where

End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promotes
sustainable agriculture

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for
all

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation

Reduce in equality within and among countries

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse
land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and
inclusive institution sat all levels

Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global
partnership for sustainable development

*acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary
international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change
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(deferred)

; .%Sl&ll.n APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Draft Res/2023/06
arliamentary 10 January 2023

/ Assembly Turkiye

Draft Resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recognizing the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of Post-
2015 Development Agenda entitled “ZTransforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, ” adopted in September 2015;

Recalling United Nations’ General Assembly resolution (A/64/292) adopted on 28'[h
July 2010, which formally recognized water and sanitation as human rights and UN Human
Rights Council resolution (A/HRC/RES/18/1) adopted on the 28 September 2011,
recognizing that the right to water and sanitation are part of the right to an adequate standard
of living;

Welcoming the SDG goal 6 on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water
and sanitation for all, including universal and equitable access to drinking water, sustainable
water resources management and wastewater treatment, providing a further anchor for
sustainability in the water governance field,;

Noting with interest relevant commitments and initiatives promoting the human right to safe
drinking water and sanitation, including the Abuja Declaration, adopted at the first Africa-
South America Summit, in 2006, the Delhi Declaration, adopted at the third South Asian
Conference on Sanitation, in 2008, the Sharm el-Sheikh Final Document, adopted at the
Fifteenth Summit Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries, in 2009, and the Colombo Declaration, adopted at the fourth South Asian
Conference on Sanitation, in 2011;

Deeply concerned that approximately one billion people across Asia could face severe water
shortage by 2050;

Stressing upon the need for Asian Governments to focus in national policies on water and
sanitation issues and contribute towards international efforts in resolving these issues;

We therefore,

1.  Welcome the inclusion of water and sanitation in Post-2015 Development
Agenda and the acceptance of human right to safe drinking water and sanitation
by the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council;

2.  Consider the role of Parliamentarian critical in the implementation of human
rights approach to water and sanitation in Asia, including particularly the
adoption of legislative measures in the implementation of their human rights
obligations;
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3.  Reaffirm that APA Member States have the primary responsibility to ensure the
full realization of SDGs including Goal 6, and must take steps,
nationally and through international assistance and cooperation, especially
economic and technical, to the sanitation by all appropriate means;

4.  Request Member Parliaments to urge their respective governments to cooperate
with their regions to discuss the water scarcity challenge all over Asian countries
and to study in depth the causes of the water scarcity and to provide appropriate
solutions and strategies to overcome this challenge;

5. Request the APA Member States to ensure financing according to the available
resources for the provision of affordable water and sanitation, and to develop
indicators and data collection mechanisms to monitor progress and to identify
shortcomings;

6. Encourage integrated water resource planning and management’ for reducing
widespread scarcity and pollution of freshwater resources in many regions and
give priority to the fulfillment of basic needs and safeguarding of ecosystems in
developing and using water resources;

7. Urge APA Parliamentarians to vigorously engage with their governments’
executives on building inclusive frameworks between States for reduction of
climate change impacts. These climate change impacts have severe
consequences in the shape of water scarcity and flooding;

8.  Ask APA Members to support advance technology transfers from developed
countries to the developing countries of Asia and sharing of good practices for
efficient allocation of water;

9.  Underline the important role of the international cooperation provided by the
United Nations, international development partners, as well as by donor agencies,
in the achievement of the SDGs, and urges development partners to harmonize
their strategies with the national initiatives and plans of APA Members related to
safe drinking water and sanitation;

10. Adopt awareness programs by Member States parliaments to inform their citizens
about the problem of water scarcity in order to reduce their wastefulness, prevent
pollution or waste, and limit their use to the necessary human needs without any
other uses;

11. Propose to establish an open ended group in the context of this Resolution to
discuss continuously the different dimensions of Water Crisis in Asia and use the

7 Integrated water resources management (IWRM) has been defined by the Global Water Partnership
(GWP) as "a process which promotes the coordinated development and management of water, land and related
resources, in order to maximize the resultant economic and social welfare in an equitable manner without
compromising the sustainability of vital ecosystems".
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12.

Parliamentary Diplomacy among APA States in this region to properly address
the disastrous life of the peoples of this region and protect the safety of the
environment;

Request the Secretary-General to report, the achievement of APA Member
Parliaments on this resolution, to the next Standing Committee on Sustainable
Development.
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\ Asian APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Res/2023/07
Parliamentary 10 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Adopting a Road Map Providing for Measures to Stimulate
Green Finance

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the decisions taken by the Working Group on Green Finance (19 April 20109,
Naryan-Mar Russia), Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development (26
June 2018, Pissouri, Cyprus), as well as the final results of development and consideration
of a Road Map providing for measures to stimulate Green Finance that is prepared in pursuit
of implementing the mentioned decisions,

Recommend

1.  To approve and adopt for implementation a Road Map providing for measures to
stimulate Green Finance within the APA member-countries contour,

2. To establish the Asian Climate Financial Initiative (ACFI), an international
information and methodology center, in order to build and further the process of
information and methodological support for developing the Green Finance
system within the APA member-countries contour and to arrange the works on
verification, certification and introduction of a combined register of the Green
Finance instruments,

3. To establish the APA Supervisory Board to involve organization’s members for
coordinating and monitoring the ACFI activity and strategic development,

Call on the APA member-parliaments and governments to contribute to engaging in the joint
work within the Asian Climate Financial Initiative the national agencies working in the
field of Green Finance and central banks, ministries of ecology and other government
institutions jointly with professional community empowered with the matters of Green
Finance.
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\ Asian APA 13t Plenary/SC-Economic/Res/2023/08
Parliamentary 10 January 2023
/ Assembly Turkiye

Resolution on Asian Climate Financial Initiative

We, the members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Supporting the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including goal 17
on strengthening the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for
sustainable development, adopted by country leaders in September 2015 for a more
prosperous future, and through this movement towards prosperity, greater public welfare and
the protection of the planet, and in pursuance of the Resolutions of the APA Committee for
Sustainable Development and Economy in The Declaration, adopted in Antalya on December
16, 2019, on the approval of a roadmap to provide incentive measures for green finance, the
creation of a common Asian energy market, as well as the role of APA parliaments in
supporting the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals,

Approving the Agenda for Sustainable Development for the period till 2030, the outcome
document of the UN Summit, where the SDGs accepted new development framework for
2015-2030 and convincing that the SDGs are global in nature and universally applicable,
taking into account different national capacities and priorities,

Noting the important role of Asia in the recovery of the global economy and its further
development in the post-crisis space, as well as the key role of environmental quality in
sustainable development and meeting the needs of the growing world population, especially
Asian countries,

Striving to achieve economic growth and poverty reduction through job creation, social
development and environmental protection in a balanced and mutually supportive manner as
appropriate,

Recognizing the critical problem of climate change and the need for large-scale funding of
measures to mitigate the harmful effects of human economic activity on the environment, as
well as joint actions to reduce the use of fossil fuels and reduce anthropogenic pressure on the
planet's ecosystem, as appropriate including by strengthening adaptation measures,

Emphasizing the value of natural capital, the need for a long-term strategy to combat drought,
sand and dust storms, forest fires, air pollution, desertification, land degradation and
degradation of marine flora and fauna and encouraging increased investment in infrastructure
while meeting increased environmental requirements,
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Recognizing the importance of exchanging information on environmental issues among Asian
countries and improving disclosure standards on environmental and climate risks for the
development of long-term environmental investment with private capital,

Emphasizing the role of parliaments in encouraging their governments to develop plans and
strategies to green economy in according to achieve the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals 2030,

Announcing the establishment of the Asian Climate Financial Initiative which brings together
the principles, approaches, intentions and actions common to all countries across the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly with regard to financing sustainable green growth in Asia,

We therefore,

1. Call on the efforts of states, businesses and institutional investors to develop and
launch financial programs, including finance mobilization from developed to
developing countries mechanisms and tools that promote the growth of
environmental and climate finance in order to reduce accumulated environmental
damage, prevent environmental pollution and reduce anthropogenic impact on
human health and the planet's climate;

2. Support on an ongoing basis a program of in-depth researches and analysis of the
impact of Asian natural assets that absorb and compensate the harmful effects of
human economic activities on the environment and climate at the global level,

3. Recommend that the compensatory potential of Asian natural capital is taken into
account at the global level, as part of measures to limit greenhouse gas emissions
and the contribution to reducing the harmful impact on the climate and the
environment of the APA countries results of actions, including improving energy
efficiency of economies, promoting reforestation, increasing the share of green
technologies in the economy and the development of green financial instruments,
including transitional formats through providing finance, technology and
capacity-building assistance for developing countries;

4.  Encourage APA Member Parliaments to establish a Supervisory Council
composed of the representatives of APA Member-States so as to coordinate and
monitor ACFI activities and its strategic development; provided that developed
initiatives and plans shall contain plans with measurable and assessable
indicators;

5. Invite to organize a study of best practices and exchange of experience between
countries in the APA outline on the terms of financing sustainable development,
development of programs to support and stimulate the issuance and circulation of
green financial instruments;

6. Urge the development of a taxonomy of sustainable economic activities,
including those that ensure the transformation of the economy, formulate general
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10.

11.

principles and model methods for assessing adaptive or replacing segments of the
green economy, provide methodological support for the development of national
green financing systems, including issues of standardization of financial
instruments and their verification;

Also recommend the creation of parliamentary commissions for legislative and
regulatory support for the development of green finance systems at the national
levels, to use and to disseminate effective practices for regulating and stimulating
green investments from both institutional investors and individuals;

Call for the promotion of the development of standards and rules for public
disclosure of information by issuers of green bonds and other financial
instruments, whose funds are attracted for the purposes of investing in projects
and programs of sustainable development, as well as standards for responsible
investment by financial market participants, as appropriate;

Encourage the expansion of partnerships and pursue consistent policy with
recognized international centers for standardization and monitoring of
information on green and climate finance, to ensure synchronization of
approaches and mutual recognition of methodologies and practices;

Recommend creating an international information and methodological center of
the Asian Climate Finance Initiative (ACFI) with the aim of providing
information and methodological support for the development of the green finance
system within the APA member countries and organizing verification,
certification and maintenance of a joint register of green finance instruments;

Also recommend the governments of APA member states to consider the
possibility of creating an information and methodological center of ACFI as a
permanent institution for the implementation of this initiative on the basis of an
intergovernmental agreement.
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Attachment IX

4@, Asian APA SC Political Affairs/Rep/2023/01
§ £ Parliamentary 8 January 2023
./ Assembly Turkiye

Standing Committee on Political Affairs

8 January 2023
Antalya, Republic of Turkiye

Final Report

The meeting of the Standing Committee on Political Affairs of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly was held on 8 January 2023 in Antalya, Republic of
Turkiye. Under the chairmanship of H.E. Almandalawi, the First Deputy
Speaker of the Council of Representatives of Iraq. Delegations from following

member countries participated in the meeting:

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Jordan, Lao DPR, Kuwait, Qatar, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Thailand, UAE, Timor-Leste, Turkiye and Yemen.

1. Adoption of the Agenda:

The participants unanimously adopted the Draft Agenda of the Standing
Committee on Political Affairs.

(Attachments 1)

2. Opening remarks by the Chairperson:
The chairperson presented his opening remarks.

(Attachment 1)
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3. Report of the Secretary-General:

The APA Secretary-General delivered a report on the latest development of

Standing Committee meeting and its 9 Draft Resolutions.

(Attachment I11)

4. Consideration of Draft Resolutions:

The Standing Committee considered all the 9 draft resolutions before it and the
participants made their general remarks on the contents of the documents.
Several delegations proposed their amendments on some draft resolutions.
Representative of the APA Secretariat requested the participants to send their
views/amendments to the Secretariat for circulation and further discussion
during the next meeting of this Standing Committee. On the draft resolution
titled “Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the Palestinian People” the
delegation of Palestine proposed that a “Commission” be established within
APA to address the Palestinian issues. Majority of participants, in general,
supported the proposal. The draft resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament”
and consideration of the new draft resolution on “Enhancing Cooperation
among the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and

Promote Multilateralism” were deferred to the next meeting.

(Attachment 1V)

5. Any Other Matters:

No issue was raised.
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Attachment |

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Standing Committee on Political Affairs

Antalya, Turkiye
8-10 January 2023

Draft Agenda

(12/12/2022 by APA Secretariat)-V6

1. Adoption of the Agenda

2. Opening Remarks by Chairperson

3. Report by APA Secretary General

4. Consideration of Draft Resolutions:

Draft Resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament”

Draft Resolution on Good Governance

Draft Resolution on the Rule of Law and Judicial Empowerment
Draft Resolution on Good Parliamentary Practices

Draft Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia through Friendship and
Cooperation

Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together for
Prosperity in Asia

Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the
Palestinian People

Draft Resolution on Harmonious Development through Democracy

Draft Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation among the Members of the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and Promote Multilateralism

5. Any Other Matters

6. Closing Session, Adoption of Final Report

Page 191 of 264



Attachment 11

Opening Remarks by Chair of Standing
Committee on Political Affairs:

It is my pleasure to Chair this meeting today.

Iraq was elected as VP and Chair of St. Com. on Political Affairs in
12th Plenary.

Being engaged in Parliamentary election in Iraq in 2021, we were
not able to host this Committee.

Our appreciation goes to the Host country Turkiye to provide us
with opportunity to hold this important meeting today.

There are 9 Draft resolutions under discussion. Ever since 2019
when the last meeting was held in Isfahan, Iran, we have
witnessed many international political developments, delegations
are requested to present their brief remarks on Draft resolutions.
The detailed amendments to draft resolutions will be considered
during the future Standing Committee.
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Attachment 111

Asian SG Political Affairs Rep/2023/01
f) -] Parliamentary 8lanuary 2023
y Turkiye

Assembly

Standing Committee on Political Affairs

Antalya, Turkiye
8-10 January 2023

Report of the Secretary General

Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates,
Dear Colleagues,

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you all to the Standing Committee
meeting of Political Affairs in the magnificent city of Antalya. | highly
appreciate all member parliaments who have participated at this meeting in such
a short notice. | also express my special thanks to the APA President for the full
supportextended to the Secretariat to holdt his meeting. At the same time, allow
me to seize this opportunity to thank and appreciate the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye as APA President for taking the burden of this important
event.

Dear Colleagues,

As you may recall, at its last meeting, held in June 2019 in Isfahan, Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Standing Committee on Political Affairs considered the
following nine draft resolutions:

1. Draft Resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament™

2. Draft Resolution on Good Governance
3. Draft Resolution on the Rule of Law and Judicial Empowerment
4. Draft Resolution on Good Parliamentary Practices

5. Draft Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia through Friendship
and Cooperation
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6. Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together for
Prosperity in Asia

7. Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the
Palestinian People

8. Draft Resolution on Harmonious Development through Democracy

9. Draft Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation among the Members of
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and Promote
Multilateralism

At this meeting, 6 draft resolutions out of the 9 drafts resolutions were adopted
by consensus and consideration of the following three draft resolutions were
deferred to the next SC meeting:

e Draft Resolution on “Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for
the Palestinian people”

e Draft resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament”

e The new draft Resolution on “Enhancing Cooperation among the
Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and
Promote Multilateralism”

At the meeting in Isfahan the Chair of Working Group on Asian Parliament
presented his report as required under the related Agenda Item. In his report he
emphasized on the importance of reaching consensus on the roadmap in order
to move towards AP. In his latest report to the Standing Committee during 12
Plenary in Antalya, the Chair of the WG also stated that: “Due to the
complexity of political, security and different levels of democracy in the Asian
states, exploring such a key issue will lead to deviation from APA goals and
mandates”.

Regarding this important issue, I am of the view that, we should further focus
on the draft resolution, Towards Asian Parliaments, in the coming Standing
Committee meetings in order to explore and debate the very significant issue of
AP.
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Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegate,
Dear Colleagues,

In conclusion, | would like to bring to your attention that due to time constraint
and the fact that this Standing Committee meeting was last held on 2019 and we
have witnessed many international political developments ever since,
delegations are requested to present their brief remarks on draft resolutions. The
detailed amendments on such draft resolutions will be considered during the
future Standing Committee meeting.

| thank and appreciate once again the commitment of the APA president for
holding and chairing of this important SC Meeting and | wish to further witness
your active contribution at the APA Executive Council and 13" Plenary
Sessions.

Thank you very much
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Attachment 1V

Draft Resolutions of

Standing Committee on Political Affairs

Draft Resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament” (Deferred)

Resolution on Good Governance

Resolution on the Rule of Law and Judicial Empowerment

Resolution on Good Parliamentary Practices

Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia through Friendship and Cooperation
Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together for Prosperity in Asia
Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the Palestinian People
Resolution on Harmonious Development through Democracy

Draft Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation among the Members of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and Promote Multilateralism (New)
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(Deferred)

?Slﬁll_n APA 13t Plenary/SC-Political/Draft Res/2023/01
arlilamentary 8 January 2023

/ Assembly Tiirkiye

Draft Resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament”

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the document titled “Foundations of an Asian Parliament” prepared by the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly (APA) Permanent Secretariat in May, 2014;

Further recalling the Lahore Declaration adopted on 3rd Dec, 2014 by APA Plenary that
established the Special Committee on the Creation of the Asian Parliament (SCCAP), to
consult with Member Parliaments in order to formulate a road map for Asian Parliament,
reflecting the emergence of the Asian Century;

Emphasizing that the creation of an Asian Parliament is a long term objective, various
aspects of which need to be explored as stipulated in the report of APA Standing Committee
on Political Affairs held on 2 June 2016 in Jordan;

Welcoming the decision made in the meeting of the SCCAP convened in Jordan in June 2016
and approved by the 9" APA Plenary meeting in 2016, that the SCCAP will function under
the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs;

Recalling the discussion of the SCCAP meeting held on 29 November 2016, Siem Reap,
Kingdom of Cambodia;

Therefore,

1. Reiterate our resolve to continue efforts and support the fulfilment of SCCAP’s
objectives;

2. Support the step by step and inclusive efforts of the SCCAP in promoting
cooperation through consultation with Member Parliaments on common issues
such as environment, poverty alleviation, trade and regional connectivity amongst
others;

3. Support the creation of Working Group in the APA for providing input to the
APA Secretariat. The Working Group for the purpose of the Asian Parliaments
shall submit their input through the APA secretariat which will place a report
containing proposals to the Standing Committee on Political Affairs before every
plenary;
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Political/Res /2023 /02
Parliamentary 8 January 2023
Assembly Tiirkiye

Resolution on Good Governance

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Realizing that good governance is inextricably linked to sustainable development, which
leads to stability and prosperity;

Taking in to account all characteristic of Good Governance and their effects on achievement
of SDGs and prosperity of human being;

Recognizing the importance of good governance in the achievement of SDGs as one of
means to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies;

1. Reiterate that good governance is a key to achieving inclusive economic, social
and institutional development;

2. Recognizes that transparency in all its forms and manifestations, free, responsible
media, popular participation in government, and a vibrant civil society are the
pillars of good governance;

3. Stresses upon the Member Parliaments to identify gaps in governance which may
lead to poverty, injustice and inequality;

4.  Calls upon Member Parliaments to ensure as appropriate enhanced participation
of women, youth and persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities in the national political process;
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Political/Res/2023/03
Parliamentary 8 January 2023
Assembly Tiirkiye

Resolution on the Rule of Law and Judicial Empowerment

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Reaffirms the universal realization of the right of peoples under colonial, foreign and alien
dominations, to self-determination is a fundamental condition for the effective guarantee and
observance of human rights and for the preservation and promotion of such rights;

Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, including those of sovereign
equality and independence of all States, which are indispensable foundations for a more
peaceful, prosperous and a conflict free world,;

Recognizing that the rule of law at national and international levels is essential for all states
equally, and respect for and promotion of the rule of law and justice are the guiding
principles for every state;

Further recognizing that all persons, institutions and entities, public and private, have a right
to be accorded equal protection of the law and to be treated in accordance with the law,
without any discrimination;

Reaffirming the duty of all Member States to settle their international disputes through
peaceful means, including, negotiation, mediation, conciliation, arbitration and judicial
settlement;

Further reaffirming that the rule of law is essential for independence of judiciary and the
protection of human rights can be realized through the empowerment of the judiciary;

Convinced that the rule of law and sustainable development are inextricably linked and
mutually reinforcing and contribute to the realization of human rights and fundamental
freedoms;

Supporting the principles of sovereign equality of states, non-intervention in the internal or
external affairs of states and condemning as a violation of this principle any interference by
states in the internal affairs of other states with the aim of forging change of legitimate
governments;

Stressing that the key role in maintaining of the rule of law belongs to states and those
international efforts to strengthen the rule of law should complement national efforts, but not
substitute them;

1.  Stress the importance of capacity development through rule of law;
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Emphasize the importance of institutional strengthening by maintaining the rule
of law;

Stress also the necessity for strengthening the international judicial cooperation
among judicial authorities of all Member States.

Urge Member Parliaments to ensure compliance with internationally agreed
human rights and humanitarian laws.

Encourage the promotion of a system of justice which incorporates the full range
of judicial measures to ensure accountability, justice, provide remedies to victims,
reconciliation, and establish independent oversight;

Reiterate our strong and unequivocal condemnation of terrorism, extremism in
all its forms and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever and for
whatever purposes, as it constitutes one of the most serious threats to the rule of
Law; and

Emphasize the importance of our continued efforts for promotion of the rule of
law in all its aspects, and to take steps to strengthen the rule of law for realization
of peace and security, human rights and development.
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Political/Res/2023/04
Parliamentary 8 January 2023
Assembly Tiirkiye

Resolution on Good Parliamentary Practices

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Noting the ever increasing and assertive role of parliaments in public affairs and in the
promotion of democratization for ensuring good governance;

Taking into account the fact that 181 states have adopted parliamentary systems for
managing their national affairs;

Taking into account the cultural diversity, role of minorities, diversity of religions, faith and
ethnics in all societies of Asia.

Noting the cardinal role that parliaments play in a democratic polity and in addressing issues
of public importance;

Recognizing that parliaments must be truly representative, transparent, accessible,
accountable and effective in its functions;

1. Urge APA Member Parliaments to adopt transparent modes of public
communications, through ensuring access to their administrative system and to
develop their own websites and broadcasting channels;

2. Further urge APA Member Parliaments to devise effective outreach mechanisms
for engagement with public, including, civil society, with a view to ensure their
meaningful contribution in the legislative processes;

3. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to adopt measures for ensuring public
confidence in the integrity of parliamentarians, through enforceable codes of
conduct and transparency in managing the affairs of political parties and their
funding;

4.  Encourage APA Member Parliaments to streamline their legislative process by
encouraging public hearing in respective constituencies;

5. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to ensure their effective participation at
regional and international forums with a view to promote transnational
collaboration amongst Member Parliaments, and to devise a strategy towards this
end by the APA,;

6. Also call upon APA Member Parliaments to ensure their oversight of the
executive, particularly, in the formulation of international policy, and to make
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recommendations to their respective governments towards a peaceful settlement
of international disputes;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to adopt positive measures for ensuring a
meaningful participation of women, minorities and marginalized communities in
their working;

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to promote inter-parliamentary cooperation
through formation of friendship groups and working groups on issues of common
interest;

Further Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage developing
democracies through sharing their experiences and best parliamentary practices
and provide technical and other required support with a view to facilitate their
process of democratization.
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Political/Res /2023 /05
£| Parliamentary 8 January 2023
</ Assembly Tiirkiye

Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia through Friendship and Cooperation

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling relevant APA resolutions on Advancing the Principles of Friendship and
Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2015/01—11 December 2015); Resolution on Measures and
Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2014/01— 3 December 2014); Resolution on Consolidation of Friendship and
Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2013/01-- 9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the
Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30
November 2010); Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on the
Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008)
and Resolution on the Friendship Pact in Asia; (APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November
2007); Text of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 2007);

Relying on deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, economy, politics, and civilization
which bind Asian nations together;

Recognizing the amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations, Parliaments, and
States as an indispensable asset which need to be further strengthened by all kinds of inter-
governmental; inter-parliamentary as well as inter-national interaction and cooperation;

Deploring the current widespread war and violence in West Asia which undermine peace and
security and entail massive killing and indiscriminate targeting of innocent people;

Offering in Good Faith all our capacities and capabilities in parliamentary diplomacy for
mediation, reconciliation, and supporting dialogue with a view to promoting friendship and
cooperation and contribute to peaceful resolution of conflicts in Asia;

Emphasizing the fundamental role of the principles of sovereign equality, political
independence, the territorial integrity of States, the non-use of force or of the threat of use of
force in international relations and non-interference in internal affairs of States in the
promotion of friendship and cooperation in Asia and calling upon all Member Parliaments
and their respective Governments to ensure equal and non-discriminatory access of their
citizens to civil political, economic, social and cultural rights;

Reiterating the importance of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia
as a proper framework for promoting peace and prosperity in Asia;
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Encourage all member states to enhance public relations among nations of different countries
in order to better understand of each other and to strengthen the friendly relations among
nations;

Encouraging further expansion of friendly relations including cultural, diplomatic, scientific,
and commercial relations among all Asian States and further interaction among Asian
Parliaments and Nations in pursuance of the purposes of the Declaration;

1. Call upon all Member States to focus on exchanging cultural experiences and
deepening social communication through holding forums and events under the
umbrella of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, for the positive objectives that
benefit the Member States;

2. Urge collective and concerted efforts by all Asian States whose parliaments are
APA Members to provide humanitarian assistance of all kinds to the vulnerable
people in war- torn countries;

3. Call Upon all Asian States to direct their diplomatic efforts at reducing political
tensions and utilize all ways and means within their power to avoid and de-escalate
controversies which have potential to undermine principles of friendship and
cooperation in Asia;

4. Welcome the initiative of the Inter-Parliamentary Union supported by the United
Nations General Assembly Resolution 72/278 to organize a world conference on
interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue with the participation of Heads of State,
parliaments and world religions.

5. Urge Asian Parliaments to disseminate information about the APA Declaration on
the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by all available means
including parliamentary and state publications, parliamentary friendship groups,
public programs, etc.

6. Decide that every Member Parliament would motivate public and private media
networks, websites and the like at local and national levels to engage in promoting
and spreading the word about the content, importance and positive results of the
adoption and implementation of the APA Declaration on the Principles of
Friendship and Cooperation in Asia;

7. Encourage Asian academic institutions, think-tanks and research centers,
universities and educational institutions, as well as professional associations
throughout Asia to take part in promoting and adhering to the tenets and guidelines
enshrined in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation
in Asia,
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8. Call upon all APA Member Parliaments to inform the APA Secretariat of
measures they have taken in promoting the APA Declaration on Principles of
Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,

9. Request the Secretary-General to continue his consultations and coordination with
the APA Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and
academic institutions for promoting further activities and joint initiatives pertaining
to Friendship and Cooperation in Asia.
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\ Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Political/Res /2023 /06
Parliamentary 8 January 2023
/ Assembly Tiirkiye

Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together for Prosperity in
Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA resolutions on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian
Governments (APA/Res/2015/02—11 December 2015); Engaging APA with Asian
Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Asian Parliaments
and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 -9
December 2013); Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian
Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 November 2010) and resolution on Enhancing
Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their
Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November
2008);

Emphasizing the need to foster closer coordination and cooperation between APA and
Governments of APA Member Parliaments;

Taking note of the necessity of smooth cooperation and coordination between Parliaments
and Governments in order to pass relevant enactments;

Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations
on issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments;

1. Urge all Member Parliaments to inform relevant high-ranking officials of their
respective governments of the great potentials, activities, and achievements of the
APA as the largest inter-parliamentary organization in Asia and report thereon to
the Secretariat for circulation;

2.  Decide to form APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates from
volunteer Member Parliaments under the supervision of the APA Vice-President
for Political Affairs and in full coordination with the APA Secretariat, to hold
contacts and meetings with relevant inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental
organizations, with a view to converging points of view and considering possible
joint initiatives pertaining to regional and global issues, including the creation of
an Asian Parliament;

3.  Encourage Member Parliaments to seek the views of their respective
Governments on the subject of Asian Parliament and to contribute to the work of
the APA Special Committee on the Creation of Asian Parliament (SCCAP) by
providing their points of views and analyses of the subject matter;
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Request APA Member Parliaments to identify and describe their priority
desirable topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer training
and best practices, and share them with other Parliaments through the APA
Secretariat, in order to organize training programs on exchanging best practices
and learning from each other;

Request the Vice-President for Political Affairs to report to the Executive
Council and the Plenary Sessions on his/her activities pertaining to the formation
of working groups from interested Member Parliaments to focus on the
implementation of APA decisions on political affairs;

Request the Secretary-General to expand the scope of its contacts and
communications with inter-governmental as well as inter-parliamentary
organizations who work on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda in
order to facilitate further interaction and joint efforts on common grounds with a
view to enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and
report thereon to the next session of the APA Standing Committee on Political
Affairs and the Executive Council.
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A Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Political/Res /2023 /07
5| Parliamentary 8 January 2023
</ Assembly Tiirkiye

Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the Palestinian
People

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions on Supporting Palestinian State and Protecting Rights of Palestinian
People, (APA/Res/2013/03, 9 December 2013); Violations of International Humanitarian Law in
the Palestine and the War Crimes Committed By the Zionist Regime in Gaza
(APA/Res/2009/01, 8 December 2009); and Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine Particularly in the
Gaza Strip (APA/Res/2008/08, 29 November 2008); and the catastrophic humanitarian impact
of the aggressive war on the Gaza Strip in July 2014.

Also recalling the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council, including resolutions 242
(1967), 252 (1968), 267 (1969), 298 (1971), 446 (1979), 465, 474, 478 (1980), 468 (1980) and
1322 (2000), 2334 (2016), and resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and other
relevant international documents.

Inspired by the Principles and objectives enshrined in the APA Charter and the relevant APA
resolutions;

Committed to contribute to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on
the basis of justice and the rule of law;

Affirming the responsibility of the international community to support implementation of
resolutions and recommendations of the United Nations Security Council; the UN General
Assembly; the Human Rights Council; and the APA pertinent to the situation in Palestine,
particularly in Al-Quds;

Supporting the struggle of Palestinian people against Israeli occupation by its all means to
liberate its land and establish an independent Palestinian State with Al-Quds city as its capital;

Denouncing the transfer of the American Embassy from Tel-Aviv to the occupied city of
Jerusalem in disregard of the principles and rules of international legitimacy and UNSC
Resolutions;

Expressing serious concerns on Israel’s lack of commitment to abide by resolutions and
recommendations of the UN Security Council, the General Assembly, the Human Rights
Council, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and the APA regarding the human rights situation in the
occupied Palestinian territories, particularly in Al-Quds;
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Reaffirming the applicability of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to the protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian territories,
including Al-Quds;

Recognizing that Israel’s severe violations of international humanitarian law and of the human
rights of Palestinian people undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting
peace in the region;

Affirming that the road to peace, stability and prosperity in the Middle East comes first by
ending the Israeli occupation of Palestine in implementation of the relevant resolutions of
international legitimacy, and not to replace the political solution with economic solution through
economic conferences aimed at legitimizing the Palestinian lands occupation and coexistence,
and prolongs the occupation tenure.

Emphasizing that the practice of worship, prayers and all Islamic religious rituals in Al-Agsa
Mosque is a natural and guaranteed right for only Muslims. The Israeli occupation has no right to
intimidate and prevent them from carrying out their duties, while Israeli occupation allows
settlers and extremists to break into the sanctity of islamic sacred places, especially Al-Agsa
Mosque.

1. Urge all Members of the APA to support and treat the State of Palestine as a full
member of the United Nations.

2.  Reject and strongly condemn the statements made by the Israeli Prime Minister
on 10™ of September 2019, in which he announced his intention to annex the
entire Palestinian Jordan Valley, the northern Dead Sea and settlements in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, in a massive and flagrant violation of the rules
of international law and the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and
its resolutions, particularly Security Council resolution 2334 for 2016. We call
upon the United Nations to defend its resolutions that end the Israeli occupation
and enable the Palestinian people to self-determination on their land.

3. Affirm our adherence to the relevant resolutions of international legitimacy as the
sole reference to the resolution of the Palestinian issue, and we confirm our
absolute rejection of all plans and deals of the so-called "American Deal of the
Century" and conferences that do not abide by those resolutions. We affirm that
there is no peace, no security or stability in the Middle East without ending the
Israeli occupation, and establishing of an independent Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital on the borders of 4" of June 1967, and the resolution of
the refugees issue in accordance with Resolution 194.

4.  Condemn all violations of international law that threaten international peace and
security, including all acts of terrorism and organized crime, and human rights
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10.

11.

violations by Israeli occupying forces and settlers in Palestine, and call for
international protection of the Palestinian people in accordance with General
Assembly resolution A / Es-10 / L. 23 of 11 June 2018, and the relevant Geneva
Conventions.

Encourage all members of the international community to take up with the
pressure on Israel to immediately release all the Palestinian prisoners including
the Members of the Palestinian Parliament and condemns the Israeli Knesset's
failure to respond to the fact-finding and investigation committees established by
the Inter-Parliamentary Union on prisoners in Israeli jails as evident in to
International Parliamentary meetings in St. Petersburg and Geneva in March
2018, and dismantle all illegal settlements as well as the entire separating wall
and put an end to confiscating Palestinian lands.

Declare all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken by Israel,
including expropriation of land and properties which tend to change the legal
status of Jerusalem as invalid and bearing no legal effect on their original status.

Condemn Israel’s continuation of building settlements defying applicable
international law particularly Security Council resolution 2334 of December
2016; disregarding the legitimate rights of the Palestinian People including their
right to resist and protest against foreign occupation of their lands; and hampering
international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region;

Express grave concerns on the suppression and injustice, as well as continuing
violence practiced against the Palestinian people, particularly women and
children, in the occupied Palestinian territories under the Israeli occupation
including East Jerusalem, and in the Syrian Golan occupied by Israel;

Call Upon all members of the APA and the United Nations as well as all regional
and international organizations concerned, particularly the United Nations
Security Council and the International Criminal Court to address, under the UN
Charter and the Rome Statute, the crimes against humanity and the war crimes
committed by Israel in Palestine which threaten the international peace and
security;

Condemn the closure of the PLO diplomatic mission in Washington in retaliation
for the membership of Palestine to the International Criminal Court;

Praise the decision taken by the European Union not to purchase any products
produced in the settlements based in the occupied territories and call on states of
the APA Member Parliaments to act in a similar way and affirm the full support
for international boycott movement against Israeli occupation;
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Reject the occupation policies and measures contrary to international law and the
international legitimacy resolutions practiced by the Zionist entity to change the
historical, cultural, religious and demographic features of the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, especially the city of Jerusalem and its Islamic and
Christian sanctities in general, and Al-Agsa Mosque in particular, and also reject
the Knesset law aimed at splitting the Al-Agsa Mosque temporally and spatially;
This constitutes a blatant attack on the freedom of worship and the practice of
religious rites, as stipulated in human rights charters, and the First Geneva
Protocol of 1977, Article 53 of which prohibits hostilities directed against places
of worship.

Reject the illegal decisions taken by the Israeli Knesset, such as the Judaization
of Jerusalem, the Law of Loyalty to Citizenship, the Denial of the Palestinian
State and the rights of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Territories, the Law
of Jewish Nationalism, and / withholding the Financing of the State of Palestine,
and the theft of clearing funds that belong to the State of Palestine under the
pretext of Palestinian caring for the families of the martyrs and wounded and the
families of prisoners and detainees, who are victims of the occupation, in
violation of Articles 89 and 98 of the Geneva Convention.

Reject and condemn the US Administration's decision to suspend its financial
contributions to UNRWA, and all attempts, resolutions and alternatives that affect
the status and role of UNRWA established by UN Resolution 302 of 1949. We
call on all countries in the world, especially the members of this Assembly, to
support and protect UNRWA's budget so that it can fulfill its obligations to about
6 million Palestinian refugees until their case is resolved in accordance with UN
Resolution 194.

Call upon the international community to fulfill its pledges to rebuild
infrastructure and rehabilitate people in Gaza, which have been destroyed by
Israeli forces, and to support the Palestinian economy in the occupied Palestine.

Call upon countries that have established embassies, offices or diplomatic
missions in occupied Jerusalem, to draw back the decisions in compliance with
the UN Security Council resolutions referred to in the preamble to the resolution,
in particular resolution 478 of August 1980, and UN General Assembly
Resolution: A / ES-10 / L. 22 of December 2017, which considered the
recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital as null and void, and calling on all
APA member states to refrain from establishing diplomatic missions in occupied
Jerusalem.

Affirm that development, investment and improvement of the standard of living
are rights denied to the Palestinian people for 52 years now, due to the
continuation of the Israeli occupation. It’s a must first to end the occupation, in
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18.

19.

order to liberate the Palestinian economy, and enable the Palestinian people to
control their natural resources and economic wealth, and invest to live a decent
life away from blackmail and bargaining.

Reaffirms its rejection of US Secretary of State declaration on 18th of Nov 2019
that Israeli settlement in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is not inconsistent
with the international law and considers the declaration a flagrant violation of
international law and UN resolutions in particular UN Security Council resolution
2334.

Invites the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to expedite the
publication of the “Black List” of Israeli and foreign companies dealing and/or
working in lIsraeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories as a
necessary step to isolate settlements and protect human rights.
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Asian APA 13th Plenary/SC-Political/Res/2023/08
Parliamentary 8 January 2023
Assembly Tiirkiye

Resolution on Harmonious Development through Democracy

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the principles and purposes of the United Nations Charter, which reaffirms the
dignity and worth of human beings, in the equal rights of nations large and small and the
principle of the sovereign equality of the UN Members;

Recalling also the United Nations Member commitment stipulated in the UN Charter to
employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement
of all people;

Reiterating that democracy, dignity of human beings, rule of law and justice are universal,
interconnected, mutually reinforcing and crucial for development;

Recognizing that the eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme
poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development and in this regard, stressing on the importance of an enabling environment
based on principals of democracy for the promotion of higher living standards, decent
employment, and conditions for economic and social progress and development;

Mindful of the need for leading role of Parliaments towards the full realization of SDGs;

1.  Acknowledge the core role of Parliaments in the socio-economic development by
involving the will of the people through transparent, accessible, accountable and
effective institutions at all levels;

2. Consider democracy, transparency and accountability among the important
means to sustainably end poverty, promote shared prosperity and the basic social
and economic needs;

3. Commit to remove and eradicate all obstacles in the administration of socio-
economic polices and all forms of discriminations, including, but not limited to
race, color, creed, cast, sex, language, religion, nationality, and ethnicity;

4.  Recognize the need for active engagement with civil society organization and
youth at all tiers of governance to ensure equitable development;
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Urge that APA Members Parliaments shall continue to encourage sustainable
human development through social security programs for marginalized segments
of the society;

Acknowledge that regional disparities in economic development are amongst the
leading causes of marginalization of efficacy and efficiency of democratic
setups. Requiring affirmative actions to bring equitable and judicious
development across the region;

Emphasize to improve regional and inter-regional connectivity to promote socio-
economic development of the people of Asia and

Urge APA Members to generate an informed debate and share experiences at
APA platform on the democratic process leading to development.
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(New)

) APA 13t Plenary/SC-Political/Draft Res/2019/09
Parliamentary 8 January 2023

Assembly Tiirkiye

Draft Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation among the Members of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly to Protect and Promote Multilateralism

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the relevant principles set forth in the Charter of the Assembly and the
Charter of the United Nations;

Mindful of the existence of mutual interests and common problems among the Member
Parliaments and convinced of the need to further strengthen the existing cooperation;

Recognizing the serious danger and threats posed by the actions and measures which
seek to undermine international law and international legal instruments;

Recalling paragraph 4 of the report of Secretary-General of the United Nations entitled
“Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization” contained in
document A/72/1 wherein it states that “now more than ever, multilateral action is
needed to find effective solutions to this mix of challenges”. Sharing his concern
expressed in paragraph 140 of the same report that “multilateralism is being questioned
at a time when we most need coherent global responses to these interconnected
events”;

Underscoring the need to strengthen cooperation between APA and other regional and
international inter-parliamentary organizations and forums on matters related to Asia;

Expressing opposition to all unilateral coercive measures, with certain destructive
effects on the foundation of multilateralism, including those measures used as tools for
imposition of unjust political or economic and financial pressure against any
country;

Continuing to maintain, strengthen and manifest the unity and solidarity among the
members of APA, particularly with those whose nations are suffering from the negative
consequences of unilateral coercive measures at political, cultural and economic levels;

Reaffirming that each State has full sovereignty over the totality of its wealth, natural
resources and economic activity, exercising it freely;

Gravely concerned that the use of unilateral coercive economic measures adversely
affects the economies and the development efforts of all nations, and have a serious
general negative impact on international economic cooperation and on worldwide
efforts to move towards a non-discriminatory and open multilateral trading system;
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Determined, for the sake of peace and stability and promoting friendly and mutually
beneficial relations among all nations in the world through, including, contribution to
international cooperation aimed at strengthening multilateralism and curbing the negative
effects of unilateralism, we, the Member Parliaments of APA, agree to undertake the
following measures, among others;

1.

Reaffirm our commitment to the Charter of the United Nations and universally
recognized norms and principles of international law and the objectives and
principles enshrined in the Charter of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly;

Reaffirm our commitment to effective multilateralism with the United Nations at
its center;

Assert on behalf of the parliamentarian community of Asia to work in line with
the expectation that the world will become more committed to promote
multilateralism in all aspects of world affairs;

Call upon all Parliamentarians in Asia to redouble their efforts at all possible
levels to adopt measures aimed at preventing and curbing the negative effects of
illegal unilateral measures undermining free, open and transparent relations
among members of the Asian community;

Welcome all initiatives of the Member Parliaments to promote and strengthen
cooperation in various fields including economy, finance, transport and trade
within the geography of APA at bilateral and multilateral levels;

Reaffirm the willingness of the Asian parliamentarians to closely cooperate and
collaborate with other branches of their respective governments in formulating
proper and effective national plans to help promote multilateral cooperation in all
spheres of regional and international relations;

Reject unilateral coercive measures with all their extraterritorial effects as tools
for political and economic pressure against any country in particular against
developing countries. Underscore the need for all states to avoid politicization of
the UN Security Council sanctions regime, particularly with those Member States
whose nations are suffering from negative consequences of unilateral coercive
measures at political, cultural and economic levels;

Urge all Member Parliaments to facilitate the adoption of urgent and effective
measures to impede the use of unilateral coercive measures against any country
that are inconsistent with the principles of international law as set forth in the
Charter of the United Nations and that contravene the basic principles of the
multilateral trading system. Request States applying these measures or laws to
revoke them fully and immediately;
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10.

11.

12.

Reiterate unwavering support to JCPOA, which remains a significant
achievement of multilateral diplomacy endorsed unanimously by the UN Security
Council through Resolution 2231 dated 2015 and underscore that JCPOA proved
to be effective and has no alternative and welcome the full implementation by
Iran of its nuclear-related commitments, as repeatedly confirmed by the IAEA,
and call upon all other parties to fulfill in total their own obligations stemming
from JCPOA and the UNSCR 2231 so that overarching goals which induced the
conclusion of the accord are achieved in due course and in a timely fashion;

Reaffirm sovereign right of our people to acquire, manufacture, export, import
and retain all economic goods required to ensure an acceptable standard of living
and a sustainable development for them, and emphasizes that no undue restrictive
measure should be taken against any country in this regard;

Emphasize that under no circumstances should people be deprived of their
own means of subsistence and development and development and stress that
no illegal restrictive measures should be taken against any Member State in this
regard. Reiterate that food and basic goods should not be used as an
instrument for unilateral political and economic pressure. Stress the
importance of international cooperation and solidarity, especially within the
framework of APA, to prevent such unilateral coercive measures that affect the
trade related to food and basic goods and would endanger food security
impacting specially groups in vulnerable situations;

Request the Secretary-General to submit a report to the next meeting of the
Standing Committee on Political Affairs containing initiatives, including those
introduce by the Member Parliaments, to promote the role of parliamentarians,
especially within the framework of APA, in furthering multilateralism.
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Attachment X

| R Asian APA SC Budget and Planning/Rep/2023/06
Parliamentary 10 January 2023
./ Assembly Turkiye

Standing Committee on Budget and Planning

10 January 2023
Antalya, Republic of Turkiye

Final Report

The Meeting of the Standing Committee on Budget and Planning was held on
January 10, 2023 in Antalya, Turkiye and chaired by the representative of State
Duma of Russian Federation. The following member countries participated in

the meeting:

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Irag, Kuwait, Pakistan , Palestine, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Thailand,

Timor-Leste, Turkiye, UAE and Yemen.
1. Adoption of the Agenda
The Member Parliaments unanimously adopted the Draft Agenda.

(Attachment I)

2. Opening Remarks by the Chairperson:

H.E. Mr. G. ORDENOV MP from State Duma of Russian Federation the
Chairman of the meeting welcomed the participants and expressed hope that

this meeting would constructively address the important topics under its

consideration. (Attachment 1)
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3. Report of the Secretariat:

The Secretariat presented a summary report on the latest activities of the

Standing Committee.

4. Consideration of the Draft Resolution recommended by the Executive

Council:

Several delegations expressed their dissatisfaction of the continuous reference
to the draft resolution under discussion in this Standing Committee during the
past years. Many supported the notion of Equal Pay, Equal Right (Equal Vote)
and opposed any formula for the Contribution Fee based on any percentage of
GDP or Population etc. Several participants supported a fixed payment of 50000
USD for initially coverage of the operational budget of APA Secretariat for the
first year. One member parliament stated that he was yet to receive an
instruction to agree with the proposals tabled in this committee. Delegation of
Iran referring to her financial support to APA Secretariat budget during past 15
years stated that there is a close relationship between this Committee and the

work of the Working Group on Statutory Documents.

The Chair concluded that we were yet to reach a consensus on the Modality of
Payment, The Amount of Payment and How it would be formulated. Thus, we

needed to collect views of all countries and make a consensus decision on that.

Further consideration of the “Draft Resolution Planning APA Budget” before

this Committee was deferred to the next meeting. (Attachment [11)

5. Any other matters:

No issue was raised.
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Attachment |

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Standing Committee on
Budget & Planning

Antalya, Tiirkiye
8-10 January 2023

Draft Agenda

(12/12/2022 by APA Secretariat)-V6

1- Adoption of the Agenda

2- Opening Remarks by Chairperson

3- Report of the Secretariat

4- Consideration of Draft Resolution recommended by Executive
Council

5- Any other matters.
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Attachment 11

Opening Remarks by the Chair of the Standing Committees
On Budget and Planning

e The virtual meeting of the Standing Committee on Budget
and Planning was held on August 2021 in Moscow under
the chairmanship of Mr. Lyashchenko from the Russian
Federation Duma and parliamentary delegation from 13
countries participated at this meeting.

e Participants mainly debated over the amount of assessed
contribution, its background and model of payment. Due to
the lack of time, the chair deferred consideration of the
original text of the draft resolution to the next meeting.

e After intervention by participants, the Chair concluded the
debate and summarized it as follows:

1. We thank Iran to continue its financial support to APA
2. We thank Turkiye and others for hosting APA meetings,

3. No consensus was reached on the amount of the
assessed contribution and on future model of payment,

e In his report to the Committee, the APA Secretary General
proposed that the working group on statutory documents
be tasked to find a final solution for the model of payment
of the APA Budget
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Attachment 111

Asi (Deferred)

B - Sla_n APA/13%Plenary/SC-Budget and Planning /Draft Res/2023/01
‘ Parllamentary 10 January 2023
/ Assembly Tiirkiye

Draft Resolution on Planning APA Budget

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA/Res/2008/04 and APA/ Res/2014/09 and other relevant APA documents;

Determined to enhance the efficiency and organizational capacity of the APA to achieve its
goals and objectives enshrined in its Charter;

Underscoring the importance of participation by all Member Parliaments in sharing the
financial needs of the APA and its Secretariat;

Emphasizing the principles of transparency, accountability, and efficient management of
financial resources in APA budgeting and spending;

We, the participants of the Standing Committee on Budget and Planning;

1.

Request all APA Member Parliaments to take required measures, according to
their respective internal budget planning procedures, to secure budgetary resources
required for the payment of their contribution;

Encourage willing APA Member Parliaments, to make voluntary financial
contributions over and above the assessed contribution to the APA budget and
decisions;

Appreciate the provision of financial and logistical support to the APA Secretariat
by the Islamic Parliament of Iran since 2007, and request the generous continuation
of its supports pending the full implementation of Financial Regulations and until
the regular payments of assessed contributions by all Member Parliaments are
securely made; tentatively for APA budget of 2020;

Acknowledge the generosity of the APA President and Vice-Presidents in
contributing to the APA expenses by hosting the events and complying with the
APA Decision on Modalities for Effective Organization of the APA Meetings

adopted by the 7th Plenary on 10 December 2013 through supporting APA
Secretariat expenses;

Request the Secretary General to prepare the APA Annual Budget draft based on
the (Program & Performance Budget model), that requires programs, projects and
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expenses estimation based on the Assembly objectives, and on the policies and
plans approved by the standing committee, and then to be presented to the
Executive Council of the APA for final approval by the Plenary Session.

Consider the consequential bearing and impact of the APA Staff Regulations and
the APA Financial Regulations on the Charter of APA, suggest the Plenary and
Executive Council of APA for an immediate revisit of Charter and Rules of
Procedure and consider proposed amendments to the Charter, Rules of Procedure
and Financial Regulations during Executive Council meeting for adoption in the
12" Plenary session in 2019.

Allocate the APA Budget financial funds through the following three Items,
the Secretary General shall specify the principles, objectives & rules for the
Budget preparation and present it to the Standing Committee on budget and
planning;

l. Operational and Strategic Budget Item: expenses allocated initially
upon the Budget approval and attestation.

Il. Additional Budget Item: amounts decided to be added to cover APA
new projects and programs.

II. Emergency Budget Item: which shall be decided via a decision to be
taken by the Executive Council to cover emergency events or
incidents.

Request the Executive Council to direct the General Secretariat to communicate
with all members to give their approval on their commitment to the contribution to
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly budget. In addition, each parliament should
state their choice on how the Asian Parliamentary Assembly should calculate the
contribution; either by contributing equally or based on the percentage of the GDP.

Recommend to exempt Palestine from the assessed contribution until the end of
occupation, and the establishment of its independent state.
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Attachment XI

Asian Parliamentary Assembly
13" Plenary Session

ANTALYA DECLARATION

(10 January 2023)

We, Members of Parliaments of Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) who attended the 13"
Plenary Session of APA in Antalya from 8 January to 10 January 2023, upon the invitation of
H.E. Mustafa SENTOP, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye and President of
APA,

Recognizing that peoples in Asia have created brilliant civilizations, philosophies, religions,
cultures, arts, ideologies, and made great achievements in science, technology and
innovation, underlining the deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, economy,
politics, and civilization which bind Asian nations together;

Mindful of the fact that we are meeting at a moment in our history that is witnessing historic
transformations, with a decisive shift in the global balance of economic, cultural and political
power;

Reaffirming our strong conviction that due to the strength of its rules-based nature,
inclusivity, transparency and openness, multilateralism is the most important principle and
framework of cooperation to maintain peace and prosperity across the world;

Underscoring the importance of the multilateral system in protecting, preserving and
advancing international law, international humanitarian law and internationally agreed norms,
agreements and institutions;

Stressing the need to reform and to modernize existing international institutions, for better
functioning decision-making processes at international level, and inclusive, representative,
democratic, transparent, accountable international institutions;

Appreciating the role of Asian countries and societies in hosting refugees and displaced
persons who are victims of war, violence or other kinds of man-made or natural disasters,
since this demonstrates the Asian spirit of resilience and generosity;
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Rejecting any form of prejudice, bigotry, bias, racism, Xxenophobia, Islamophobia, or
discrimination on the basis of social status, race, religion or ethnic origin;

Cognizant of the fact that terrorism remains one of the most serious threats to international
peace and security and hinders sustainable development and the well-being of societies;

Stressing the importance of building a better future for Asia, based on cooperation in
economy, energy and environment, by providing equal opportunity in all areas particularly
education and employment for all;

Desiring to boost mutually beneficial political, economic, commercial, social and cultural
cooperation among the member countries based on the principles of mutual respect, trust,
understanding and interest for peace and prosperity;

Believing that all conflicts require resolution through peaceful means including dialogue,
consultation and reconciliation, bilateral or multilateral negotiations or mediation according
to the United Nations Charter;

Guided by the system of international relations that is based on the principles of equality,
justice, tolerance, coexistence, cooperation, respect for international law with UN Charter at
its core, respect for the sovereignty of states and non-interference in their internal affairs;

Stressing the importance of parliamentary diplomacy, mediation, conciliation and other
peaceful means to settle international disputes in Asia which is imperative for a peaceful and
prosperous continent;

DO HEREBY EXPRESS OUR COMMITMENT TO:

Emphasize that violent extremism, which can be conducive to terrorism, should not be
associated with any culture, civilization, religion or ethnicity and should be neither tolerated
nor condoned. The settlement of issues through radicalization, violent extremism, terrorism
or war causes great hardship, and breeds even more violence;

Reiterate that terrorism in its all forms and manifestations remains one of the most serious
threats to international peace and security including but not limited to PKK/PYD/YPG and
DAESH which continue their brutal and sinister campaigns;

Emphasize that we will continue to show a united, sincere and determined stance and engage
actively in efforts to combat all terrorist organizations, their extensions, networks and
affiliated groups, without any double standards in our fight against terrorism;
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Condemn in the strongest terms possible the heinous terrorist crimes perpetrated against the
peoples and the governments of any member parliament, pay tribute to those who sacrificed
their lives in the fight against terrorism, and reaffirm full solidarity with the families of the
victims and the wounded;

Recall the 9" and the 12" Plenary Sessions of APA in 2016 and 2019 respectively,
underscore once again its solidarity with and full support to Turkiye in its fight against
Fetullah Gilen Terrorist Organization (FETO);

Underscore the importance of countering the financing of terrorism, particularly taking into
consideration the ever-increasing nexus between organized crime and terrorism that needs to
be tackled through collective action based upon multi-faceted strategy;

Reaffirm our commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations in particular those concerning the maintenance of international peace and security;

Strongly condemn any advocacy of hatred that undermine peace, stability and development
of legitimate government of member parliaments whether it involves use of print, audio-
visual or electronic media or any other means, request APA member parliaments to promote
parliamentary action to address the proliferation of fake and fabricated news, misinformation,
and disinformation caused by misuse of ICTs and media without limiting the Asian citizens’
fundamental rights, in particular right of access to information as well as freedom of
expression and assuming the responsibility of social media for their behavior in ICTs
environment;

Recognize regional economic cooperation as an important pillar of promoting peaceful
development and sharing prosperity, underlining the need for trade, commerce, investment,
special economic zones, economic corridors, roads, railways and promoting energy
cooperation;

Emphasize that the international community should act together to improve the political,
social, cultural, and economic conditions and to ensure adequate living conditions in the
source countries in order to prevent forced and irregular migration;

Call on the international community especially parties to the 1951 Refugee Convention and
its protocol to create viable mechanisms to ensure fair sharing of burden and responsibility of
hosting refugees and displaced persons, which currently is borne solely by the host countries;

Call for the urgent cease-fire in Yemen and restoration of truce in the country sponsored by
the UN to reach a comprehensive political solution and urge unimpeded delivery of
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humanitarian assistance for citizens without any delay under the current deterioration of
humanitarian circumstances;

Reaffirm our support for an independent, sovereign and contiguous State of Palestine based
on 1967 borders as outlined in the relevant UN Resolutions with al Quds (Jerusalem) as its
Capital; strongly condemn the illegal settlement activities, demolitions and other grave
violations of international law and human rights by the Israeli occupation forces; recognize
the importance of al Quds (Jerusalem) for Islam and Christian religions and reject any
attempt to alter its legal status and historical character; ensure the right of return of
Palestinian refugees to their homeland, in implementation of UN Resolution 194 and release
of all Palestinian prisoners from Israeli prisons;

Declare our strong will to establish a new committee within the Assembly which would
solely be responsible for the Palestinian issue, and task the Permanent Secretariat to
immediately start the work and prepare the necessary documents for the establishment of
such committee until the next Plenary Session of the APA,;

Express deep concern about all violations and abuses of human rights of Rohingya Muslims
in Myanmar, call for an immediate end to all violence and violations of international law in
Myanmar; and call upon Myanmar to take all measures necessary to provide justice to
victims, to ensure full accountability and to end impunity for all violations and abuses of
human rights law and international humanitarian law;

Appreciate the Government of Bangladesh’s efforts in hosting more than 1.5 million
Rohingya population and ask APA member states to ensure the safe, dignified and secure
repatriation of Rohingya refugees to Myanmar;

Reaffirm also our adherence to the principles and norms of the international law, as well as
the international obligations under the treaties and other international instruments which our
countries have ratified in order to strengthen cooperation;

Support the strengthening of multilateralism, making international organizations more
efficient, democratic, relevant and transparent, global governance and the international rules-
based order;

Reaffirm our commitment to effective multilateralism with the UN at its center, and urge the
member parliaments to continue their efforts to adopt measures aimed at preventing and
curbing the negative effects of unilateral coercive measures that undermine the foundation of
multilateralism;
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Recognize that multilateralism is the most effective route to address common challenges,
whether climate change, conflicts, pandemics, transnational crime, terrorism, global
economic imbalances or threats to the environment;

Repeat the utmost importance of inter-parliamentary relations and parliamentary diplomacy
to develop multidimensional, comprehensive and intensive cooperation and promote common
interests and values in the international arena, breakthrough strategies for the strengthening of
bilateral and multilateral international relations;

Thank Turkiye for its warm, gracious and efficient hospitality in hosting the Thirteenth
Plenary Session of the APA in Antalya.
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vy L RELATION AND
217 Turkiye KUDRET BULBUL PROTOCOL
DIRECTORATE
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
vy OF FOREIGN
218 Turkiye KONUR ALP KOCAK RELATIONS AND
PROTOCOL
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
. 0 OF FOREIGN
219 Turkiye OMER FARUK KILICKAYA RELATIONS AND
PROTOCOL
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
. “ OF FOREIGN
220 Turkiye HAKAN ERDOGAN RELATIONS AND
PROTOCOL
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
. OF FOREIGN
221 Turklye MEHMET YILMAZ RELATIONS AND
PROTOCOL
222 T(]rkiye MURAT HASTURK SECRELAPRAIAT OF
223 T(]rkiye ELIF ESRA ONAL SECRETARIAT OF
APA
224 T(]rkiye REZAK TAVLI SECRETARIAT OF
APA
DIPLOMAT-
225 T(]rkiye CENK UNAL MINISTRY OF
FORIGN AFFAIRS
Member of
UNITED Parliament
226 ARAB DR. NEDAL ALTENEUI Head of !
EMIRATES .
Delegation
UNITED
Member of
227 ARAB Mr. MOHAMED AL-ALI arliament
EMIRATES P
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UNITED

228 |  ARAB Mr. OSAMA ALSHAFAR Maer?abn‘:;::
EMIRATES P
Assistant
UNITED General
229 ARAB Mrs. AFRA ALBASTI Secretary for
EMIRATES Parliamentary
Relations
UNITED
230 ARAB Ms. HAMDA ALBLOOSHI STAFF
EMIRATES
UNITED
231 ARAB Mrs. SHAIKHA ALTENEUI STAFF
EMIRATES
UNITED
232 ARAB Mr. AHMAD ALMHEIRI STAFF
EMIRATES
Speaker of The
233 Yemen Mr. Sultan Albarkani Parliament,
Head of
Delegation
234 Yemen Mr. Ahmed Kbawa Member of
Parliament
235 Yemen Mr. Abdulkhlaek Binshihoon Member of
Parliament
236 Yemen Mr. Fouad Wakd Member of
Parliament
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237 Yemen Mr. Ammar Hassan Secretary
238 Yemen Ms. Wedyan Ghazi Secretary
Secretary
239 S AI:A i Mr. M:hammad MAJIDI General of APA,
ecretaria eza Head of
Delegation
APA Deputy
240 . Amb. Mr. Kia TABATABAEE Secretary
Secretariat
General of APA
APA Executive
241 ) Mr. Mehdi GHASHGHAVI Deputy of
Secretariat .
Secretariat
242 APA Mr. Mehdi MOLLAHOSSEINI APA Senior
Secretariat Expert
APA APA Director of
243 . Mr. Saeed SOHRABINIA Information
Secretariat
Technology
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No.

Observers

First Name

Last Name

Position

Photo

Oman

Mr. YAQOOB

AL HARTHI

Deputy
Chairman of
the Omani
Consultative
Assembly,

Head Of
Delegation

Oman

Mr. MOHAMMED

AL SHU’EILI

Member Of
Delegation

Oman

Mr. MOHAMED

AL HUSSAINI

Member Of
Delegation

Oman

Ms. ETAB

AL-BUSAIDI

Member Of
Delegation

Turkmenistan

Ms. Gulshat

Mammedova

Chairman of
Mejlis of Milli
Gengesh of
Turkmenistan,

Head of
Delegation

Turkmenistan

Ms. Dunyagozel

Gulmanova

Chairman of
Committee on
protection of
the rights and

freedoms of
the persons of

Halk
Maslakhaty of
Milli Gengesh
of

Turkmenistan

Arab IPU

Mr. Fayez

AL SHAWABKAH

Secretary
General,

Head of
Delegation
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PABSEC

Mr. ASAF

HAJIYEV

Secretary
General,

Head of
Delegation
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